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problematic. This is why we provide the book compilations in this website. It will no question ease
you to look guide In God S Path The Arab Conquests And The Creation as you such as.
By searching the title, publisher, or authors of guide you in fact want, you can discover them rapidly.
In the house, workplace, or perhaps in your method can be every best area within net connections. If
you set sights on to download and install the In God S Path The Arab Conquests And The Creation ,
it is certainly easy then, since currently we extend the link to purchase and create bargains to
download and install In God S Path The Arab Conquests And The Creation so simple!

The War of the Three Gods - Peter Crawford
2014-09-16
A military history chronicling the shifting
balance of power in the Mediterranean during
three decades in the seventh century. The War
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

of the Three Gods is a military history of the
Near and Middle East in the seventh century,
with its chief focus on the reign of the Eastern
Roman Emperor Heraclius (AD 610–641), a
pivotal and dramatic time in world history. The
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Eastern Roman Empire was brought to the very
brink of extinction by the Sassanid Persians
before Heraclius managed to inflict a crushing
defeat on the Sassanids with a desperate, final
gambit. His conquests were short-lived,
however, for the newly converted adherents of
Islam burst upon the region, administering the
coup de grace to Sassanid power and laying
siege to Constantinople itself, ushering in a new
era. Peter Crawford skillfully narrates the threeway struggle between the Christian Roman,
Zoroastrian Persian, and Islamic Arab empires, a
period of conflict peopled with fascinating
characters, including Heraclius, Khusro II, and
the Prophet Muhammad himself. Many of the
epic battles of the period—Nineveh, Yarmuk,
Qadisiyyah and Nahavand—and sieges such as
those of Jerusalem and Constantinople are
described in as rich detail. The strategies and
tactics of these very different armies are
discussed and analyzed, while plentiful maps
allow the reader to follow the events and varying
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

fortunes of the contending empires. This is an
exciting and important study of a conflict that
reshaped the map of the world.
The Great Islamic Conquests AD 632–750 - David
Nicolle 2014-06-06
Few centuries in world history have had such a
profound and long-lasting impact as the first
hundred years of Islamic history. In this book,
David Nicolle examines the extensive Islamic
conquests between AD 632 and 750. These years
saw the religion and culture of Islam erupt from
the Arabian Peninsula and spread across an area
far larger than that of the Roman Empire. The
effects of this rapid expansion were to shape
European affairs for centuries to come. This
book examines the social and military history of
the period, describing how and why the Islamic
expansion was so successful.
The Arab Conquests - Justin Marozzi 2021-05-13
The story of the Muslim conquests of the 7th and
8th centuries AD, when armies inspired by the
new religion of Islam burst out of Arabia to
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subjugate the Levant, southwest Asia, North
Africa and the Iberian peninsula, destroying two
great empires in the process.
Medieval Islamic Swords and Swordmaking:
Kindi's Treatise "On Swords and Their
Kinds" - Robert G. Hoyland 2012
One of the problems pervading the study of
medieval Islamic technology is the lack of
surviving technical treatises. Tradition tended to
be handed down by example and by word of
mouth, and apprenticeships could last for
decades. Fortunately, however, occasional
treatises do exist. The treatise "On swords and
their kinds" was written by the 9th century
Muslim philosopher Ya'qub ibn Ishaq al-Kindi.
This work was commissioned by a powerful
patron of scholarship, the Abbasid caliph
Mu'tasim, and the content of the treatise
presumably reflects the ruler's general interest
in his army and its equipment, and his specific
interest in the technical aspects of sword
production. In this work, Kindi discusses the
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

difference between iron and steel, distinguishes
different qualities of sword blade, and different
centres of swordsmithing. He refers to the
Indian Ocean trade in steel ingots and to the
distinctive character of European swords of the
period. He includes technical terms used by the
makers, and distinguishes swords by their
physical features - form, measurements, weight,
watered pattern, sculptured details, or inlaid
ornaments. This publication includes the text
and a translation of Kindi's treatise, and a
detailed commentary on the work. The volume
also includes a translation of Friedrich
Schwarzlose's work on swords, which is based
on the hundreds of references to swords in early
Arabic poetry. Written in German, this
extraordinary compendium of information was
first published some 120 years ago; this volume
makes it available again, and for the first time in
English.
The Death of a Prophet - Stephen J.
Shoemaker 2011-11-29
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The oldest Islamic biography of Muhammad,
written in the mid-eighth century, relates that
the prophet died at Medina in 632, while earlier
and more numerous Jewish, Christian,
Samaritan, and even Islamic sources indicate
that Muhammad survived to lead the conquest of
Palestine, beginning in 634-35. Although this
discrepancy has been known for several
decades, Stephen J. Shoemaker here writes the
first systematic study of the various traditions.
Using methods and perspectives borrowed from
biblical studies, Shoemaker concludes that these
reports of Muhammad's leadership during the
Palestinian invasion likely preserve an early
Islamic tradition that was later revised to meet
the needs of a changing Islamic self-identity.
Muhammad and his followers appear to have
expected the world to end in the immediate
future, perhaps even in their own lifetimes,
Shoemaker contends. When the eschatological
Hour failed to arrive on schedule and continued
to be deferred to an ever more distant point, the
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

meaning of Muhammad's message and the faith
that he established needed to be fundamentally
rethought by his early followers. The larger
purpose of The Death of a Prophet exceeds the
mere possibility of adjusting the date of
Muhammad's death by a few years; far more
important to Shoemaker are questions about the
manner in which Islamic origins should be
studied. The difference in the early sources
affords an important opening through which to
explore the nature of primitive Islam more
broadly. Arguing for greater methodological
unity between the study of Christian and Islamic
origins, Shoemaker emphasizes the potential
value of non-Islamic sources for reconstructing
the history of formative Islam.
Lost Enlightenment - S. Frederick Starr
2015-06-02
The forgotten story of Central Asia's
enlightenment—its rise, fall, and enduring
legacy In this sweeping and richly illustrated
history, S. Frederick Starr tells the fascinating
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but largely unknown story of Central Asia's
medieval enlightenment through the eventful
lives and astonishing accomplishments of its
greatest minds—remarkable figures who built a
bridge to the modern world. Because nearly all
of these figures wrote in Arabic, they were long
assumed to have been Arabs. In fact, they were
from Central Asia—drawn from the Persianate
and Turkic peoples of a region that today
extends from Kazakhstan southward through
Afghanistan, and from the easternmost province
of Iran through Xinjiang, China. Lost
Enlightenment recounts how, between the years
800 and 1200, Central Asia led the world in
trade and economic development, the size and
sophistication of its cities, the refinement of its
arts, and, above all, in the advancement of
knowledge in many fields. Central Asians
achieved signal breakthroughs in astronomy,
mathematics, geology, medicine, chemistry,
music, social science, philosophy, and theology,
among other subjects. They gave algebra its
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

name, calculated the earth's diameter with
unprecedented precision, wrote the books that
later defined European medicine, and penned
some of the world's greatest poetry. One
scholar, working in Afghanistan, even predicted
the existence of North and South America—five
centuries before Columbus. Rarely in history has
a more impressive group of polymaths appeared
at one place and time. No wonder that their
writings influenced European culture from the
time of St. Thomas Aquinas down to the
scientific revolution, and had a similarly deep
impact in India and much of Asia. Lost
Enlightenment chronicles this forgotten age of
achievement, seeks to explain its rise, and
explores the competing theories about the cause
of its eventual demise. Informed by the latest
scholarship yet written in a lively and accessible
style, this is a book that will surprise general
readers and specialists alike.
Late Antique Responses to the Arab
Conquests - 2021-12-13
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Late Antique Responses to the Arab Conquests is
a showcase of new discoveries in an exciting and
rapidly developing field: the study of the
transition from Late Antiquity to Early Islam.
The Arab conquests are shown to have changed
both the Arabian conquerors and the conquered.
Imagining the Arabs - Webb Peter Webb
2016-05-31
Who are the Arabs? When did people begin
calling themselves Arabs? And what was the
Arabs' role in the rise of Islam? Investigating
these core questions about Arab identity and
history by marshalling the widest array of Arabic
sources employed hitherto, and by closely
interpreting the evidence with theories of
identity and ethnicity, Imagining the Arabs
proposes new answers to the riddle of Arab
origins and fundamental reinterpretations of
early Islamic history. This book reveals that the
time-honoured stereotypes which depict Arabs
as ancient Arabian Bedouin are entirely
misleading because the essence of Arab identity
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

was in fact devised by Muslims during the first
centuries of Islam. Arab identity emerged and
evolved as groups imagined new notions of
community to suit the radically changing
circumstances of life in the early Caliphate. The
idea of 'the Arab' was a device which Muslims
utilised to articulate their communal identity, to
negotiate post-Conquest power relations, and to
explain the rise of Islam. Over Islam's first four
centuries, political elites, genealogists, poetry
collectors, historians and grammarians all
participated in a vibrant process of imagining
and re-imagining Arab identity and history, and
the sum of their works established a powerful
tradition that influences Middle Eastern
communities to the present day.
God's Crucible: Islam and the Making of Europe,
570-1215 - David Levering Lewis 2009-01-12
From the two-time Pulitzer Prize–winning
author, God’s Crucible brings to life “a furiously
complex age” (New York Times Book Review).
Resonating as profoundly today as when it was
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first published to widespread critical acclaim a
decade ago, God’s Crucible is a bold portrait of
Islamic Spain and the birth of modern Europe
from one of our greatest historians. David
Levering Lewis’s narrative, filled with accounts
of some of the most epic battles in world history,
reveals how cosmopolitan, Muslim al-Andalus
flourished—a beacon of cooperation and
tolerance—while proto-Europe floundered in
opposition to Islam, making virtues out of
hereditary aristocracy, religious intolerance,
perpetual war, and slavery. This masterful
history begins with the fall of the Persian and
Roman empires, followed by the rise of the
prophet Muhammad and five centuries of
engagement between the Muslim imperium and
an emerging Europe. Essential and urgent,
God’s Crucible underscores the importance of
these early, world-altering events whose
influence remains as current as today’s
headlines.
Taken at the Flood - Robin Waterfield 2014
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

Chronicles Rome's policies in the Greek East,
which began as self-rule so that the Empire
could focus on the Carthaginian menace in the
West, but later moved to more direct control
several decades later.
In the Shadow of the Sword - Tom Holland
2012-05-15
The acclaimed author of Rubicon and other
superb works of popular history now produces a
thrillingly panoramic (and incredibly timely)
account of the rise of Islam. No less significant
than the collapse of the Roman Republic or the
Persian invasion of Greece, the evolution of the
Arab empire is one of the supreme narratives of
ancient history, a story dazzlingly rich in drama,
character, and achievement. Just like the
Romans, the Arabs came from nowhere to carve
out a stupefyingly vast dominion—except that
they achieved their conquests not over the
course of centuries as the Romans did but in a
matter of decades. Just like the Greeks during
the Persian wars, they overcame seemingly
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insuperable odds to emerge triumphant against
the greatest empire of the day—not by standing
on the defensive, however, but by hurling
themselves against all who lay in their path.
Muhammad and the Empires of Faith - Sean
Anthony 2020
"This work offers a fresh assessment of the
sources for the prophet Muhammad's life,
integrating the earliest non-Muslim and
documentary sources with the earliest prophetic
biographies written in Arabic during the eighthninth centuries C.E. By placing these sources
within the intellectual and cultural world of Late
Antiquity, the author carves out a
methodological approach to studying the
historical Muhammad that, though reliant on the
methods of critical historical scholarship, strikes
a balance between revisionist historical
skepticism and naïve historical realism"-Slavery and Islam - Jonathan A.C. Brown
2020-03-05
What happens when authorities you venerate
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

condone something you know is wrong? Every
major religion and philosophy once condoned or
approved of slavery, but in modern times
nothing is seen as more evil. Americans confront
this crisis of authority when they erect statues of
Founding Fathers who slept with their slaves.
And Muslims faced it when ISIS revived sexslavery, justifying it with verses from the Quran
and the practice of Muhammad. Exploring the
moral and ultimately theological problem of
slavery, Jonathan A.C. Brown traces how the
Christian, Jewish and Islamic traditions have
tried to reconcile modern moral certainties with
the infallibility of God’s message. He lays out
how Islam viewed slavery in theory, and the
reality of how it was practiced across Islamic
civilization. Finally, Brown carefully examines
arguments put forward by Muslims for the
abolition of slavery.
Witnesses to a World Crisis - James HowardJohnston 2010-06-10
annual pagan pilgrimage with all its traditional
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rites into the new religion, is identified as a key
moment in world history, in that it released the
new faith from confinement in Medina and
allowed it to spread within Arabia and beyond. -In God's Path - Robert G. Hoyland 2014-10-01
In just over a hundred years--from the death of
Muhammad in 632 to the beginning of the
Abbasid Caliphate in 750--the followers of the
Prophet swept across the whole of the Middle
East, North Africa, and Spain. Their armies
threatened states as far flung as the Franks in
Western Europe and the Tang Empire in China.
The conquered territory was larger than the
Roman Empire at its greatest expansion, and it
was claimed for the Arabs in roughly half the
time. How this collection of Arabian tribes was
able to engulf so many empires, states, and
armies in such a short period has perplexed
historians for centuries. Most accounts of the
Arab invasions have been based almost solely on
the early Muslim sources, which were composed
centuries later to illustrate the divinely chosen
in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

status of the Arabs. Robert Hoyland's
groundbreaking new history assimilates not only
the rich biographical information of the early
Muslim sources but also the many non-Arabic
sources, contemporaneous or nearcontemporaneous with the conquests. In God's
Path begins with a broad picture of the Late
Antique world prior to the Prophet's arrival, a
world dominated by two superpowers:
Byzantium and Sasanian Persia. In between
these empires, emerged a distinct Arabian
identity, which helped forge the inhabitants of
western Arabia into a formidable fighting force.
The Arabs are the principal actors in this drama
yet, as Hoyland shows, the peoples along the
edges of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars,
Bulgars, Avars, and Turks--all played critical
roles in the remaking of the old world order. The
new faith propagated by Muhammad and his
successors made it possible for many of the
conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating
the first Islamic Empire. Well-paced,
9/27
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comprehensive, and eminently readable, In
God's Path presents a sweeping narrative of a
transformational period in world history.
Mastering the West - Dexter Hoyos 2015-01-16
To say the Punic Wars (264-146 BC) were a
turning point in world history is a vast
understatement. This bloody and protracted
conflict pitted two flourishing Mediterranean
powers against one another, leaving one an
unrivalled giant and the other a literal pile of
ash. To later observers, a collision between
these civilizations seemed inevitable and yet to
the Romans and Carthaginians at the time
hostilities first erupted seemingly out of
nowhere, with what were expected to be
inconsequential results. Mastering the West
offers a thoroughly engrossing narrative of this
century of battle in the western Mediterranean,
while treating a full range of themes: the
antagonists' military, naval, economic, and
demographic resources; the political structures
of both republics; and the postwar impact of the

conflicts on the participants and victims. The
narrative also investigates questions of
leadership and the contributions and mistakes of
leaders like Hannibal, Fabius the Delayer, Scipio
Africanus, Masinissa, and Scipio Aemilianus.
Dexter Hoyos, a leading expert of the period,
treats the two great powers evenly, without
neglecting the important roles played by
Syracuse, Macedon, and especially Numidia.
Written with verve in a clear, accessible style,
with a range of illustrations and newlycommissioned maps, Mastering the West will be
the most reliable and engaging narrative of this
pivotal era in ancient history.
Muslim Sources of the Crusader Period 2021-10-06
Drawn from greater Syria, northern
Mesopotamia, and Egypt, the sources in this
anthology—many of which are translated into
English for the first time here--provide
eyewitness and contemporary historical
accounts of what unfolded in the eastern
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Mediterranean and the Near East between the
eleventh and fourteenth centuries. In providing
representative examples of the many disparate
types of Muslim sources, this volume opens a
window onto life in the Islamic Near East during
the Crusader period and the interactions
between Franks and Muslims in the broader
context of Islamic history. Ideally suited for use
in undergraduate courses on the Crusades or the
pre-modern Islamic Near East, this anthology
will also appeal to any readers seeking a better
understanding of the Islamic response to the
Crusades and the general history of the Near
East in this period.
The Great Caliphs - Amira K. Bennison
2014-05-14
This endlessly informative history brings the
classical Islamic world to lifeIn this accessibly
written history, Amira K. Bennison contradicts
the common assumption that Islam somehow
interrupted the smooth flow of Western
civilization from its Graeco-Roman origins to its

more recent European and American
manifestations. Instead, she places Islamic
civilization in the longer trajectory of
Mediterranean civilizations and sees the
‘Abbasid Empire (750–1258 CE) as the inheritor
and interpreter of Graeco-Roman traditions.At
its zenith the ‘Abbasid caliphate stretched over
the entire Middle East and part of North Africa,
and influenced Islamic regimes as far west as
Spain. Bennison’s examination of the politics,
society, and culture of the ‘Abbasid period
presents a picture of a society that nurtured
many of the “civilized” values that Western
civilization claims to represent, albeit in
different premodern forms: from urban planning
and international trade networks to religious
pluralism and academic research. Bennison’s
argument counters the common Western view of
Muslim culture as alien and offers a new
perspective on the relationship between Western
and Islamic cultures.
The Great Arab Conquests - Hugh Kennedy
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2010-12-09
A popular history of the Arab invasions that
carved out an empire from Spain to China
Today's Arab world was created at breathtaking
speed. Whereas the Roman Empire took over
200 years to reach its fullest extent, the Arab
armies overran the whole Middle East, North
Africa and Spain within a generation. They
annihilated the thousand-year-old Persian
Empire and reduced the Byzantine Empire to
little more than a city-state based around
Constantinople. Within a hundred years of the
Prophet's death, Muslim armies destroyed the
Visigoth kingdom of Spain, and crossed the
Pyrenees to occupy southern France. This is the
first popular English language account of this
astonishing remaking of the political and
religious map of the world. Hugh Kennedy's
sweeping narrative reveals how the Arab armies
conquered almost everything in their path. One
of the few academic historians with a genuine
talent for story telling, he offers a compelling

mix of larger-than-life characters, battles,
treachery and the clash of civilizations.
Crossroads to Islam - Yehuda D. Nevo 2003
In this controversial exploration of the early
history of Islam, archaeologist Yehuda D. Nevo
and researcher Judith Koren present a
revolutionary theory of the origins and
development of the Islamic state and religion.
Whereas most works on this subject derive their
view of the history of this period from the
Muslim literature, Crossroads to Islam also
examines important types of evidence hitherto
neglected: the literature of the local (Christian)
population, archaeological excavations,
numismatics, and especially rock inscriptions.
These analyses lay the foundation for a radical
view of the development of Islam. According to
Nevo and Koren, the evidence suggests that the
Arabs were in fact pagan when they assumed
power in the regions formerly ruled by the
Byzantine Empire. They contend that the Arabs
took control almost without a struggle, because
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Byzantium had effectively withdrawn from the
area long before. After establishing control, the
new Arab elite adopted a simple monotheism
influenced by Judaeo-Christianity, which they
encountered in their newly acquired territories,
and gradually developed it into the Arab
religion. Not until the mid-8th century was this
process completed. This interpretation of the
evidence corroborates the view of other
scholars, who on different grounds propose that
Islam and the canonized version of the Koran
were preceded by a long period of development.
This new view turns on its head the traditional
history of the rise of Islam, which claims that
Islam began with Muhammad in Mecca and
Medina around 622; then spread throughout
Arabia under his charismatic leadership; and
finally, after Muhammad's death (632), inspired
his followers to conquer widespread territories
both in the East and West. By contrast, Nevo and
Koren suggest that the rise of the Arab state
created a need for a state religion, eventually

called Islam. This absorbing and controversial
rethinking of Islam's early history is must
reading for students and scholars of Islamic
history and anyone interested in the origins of
the world's second largest religion.
A Prophet Has Appeared - Stephen J. Shoemaker
2021-03-02
Early Islam has emerged as a lively site of
historical investigation, and scholars have
challenged the traditional accounts of Islamic
origins by drawing attention to the wealth of
non-Islamic sources that describe the rise of
Islam. A Prophet Has Appeared brings this
approach to the classroom. This collection
provides students and scholars with carefully
selected, introduced, and annotated materials
from non-Islamic sources dating to the early
years of Islam. These can be read alone or
alongside the Qur'an and later Islamic materials.
Applying historical-critical analysis, the volume
moves these invaluable sources to more equal
footing with later Islamic narratives about
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Muhammad and the formation of his new
religious movement. Included are new English
translations of sources by twenty authors,
originally written in not only Greek and Latin but
also Syriac, Georgian, Armenian, Hebrew, and
Arabic and spanning a geographic range from
England to Egypt and Iran. Ideal for the
classroom and personal library, this sourcebook
provides readers with the tools to meaningfully
approach a new, burgeoning area of Islamic
studies.
Islamic Imperialism - Efraim Karsh 2007-01-01
From the first Arab-Islamic Empire of the midseventh century to the Ottomans, the last great
Muslim empire, the story of the Middle East has
been the story of the rise and fall of universal
empires and, no less important, of imperialist
dreams. So argues Efraim Karsh in this highly
provocative book. Rejecting the conventional
Western interpretation of Middle Eastern history
as an offshoot of global power politics, Karsh
contends that the region's experience is the

culmination of long-existing indigenous trends,
passions, and patterns of behavior, and that
foremost among these is Islam's millenarian
imperial tradition. The author explores the
history of Islam's imperialism and the
persistence of the Ottoman imperialist dream
that outlasted World War I to haunt Islamic and
Middle Eastern politics to the present day.
September 11 can be seen as simply the latest
expression of this dream, and such attacks have
little to do with U.S. international behavior or
policy in the Middle East, says Karsh. The House
of Islam's war for world mastery is traditional,
indeed venerable, and it is a quest that is far
from over.
Arabs - Tim Mackintosh-Smith 2019-04-30
A riveting, comprehensive history of the Arab
peoples and tribes that explores the role of
language as a cultural touchstone This
kaleidoscopic book covers almost 3,000 years of
Arab history and shines a light on the footloose
Arab peoples and tribes who conquered lands

in-god-s-path-the-arab-conquests-and-the-creation

14/27

Downloaded from nbtsolutions.com on
by guest

and disseminated their language and culture
over vast distances. Tracing this process to the
origins of the Arabic language, rather than the
advent of Islam, Tim Mackintosh-Smith begins
his narrative more than a thousand years before
Muhammad and focuses on how Arabic, both
spoken and written, has functioned as a vital
source of shared cultural identity over the
millennia. Mackintosh-Smith reveals how
linguistic developments--from pre-Islamic poetry
to the growth of script, Muhammad's use of
writing, and the later problems of printing
Arabic--have helped and hindered the progress
of Arab history, and investigates how, even in
today's politically fractured post-Arab Spring
environment, Arabic itself is still a source of
unity and disunity.
In God's Path - Robert G. Hoyland 2014-10-01
In just over a hundred years--from the death of
Muhammad in 632 to the beginning of the
Abbasid Caliphate in 750--the followers of the
Prophet swept across the whole of the Middle

East, North Africa, and Spain. Their armies
threatened states as far flung as the Franks in
Western Europe and the Tang Empire in China.
The conquered territory was larger than the
Roman Empire at its greatest expansion, and it
was claimed for the Arabs in roughly half the
time. How this collection of Arabian tribes was
able to engulf so many empires, states, and
armies in such a short period has perplexed
historians for centuries. Most accounts of the
Arab invasions have been based almost solely on
the early Muslim sources, which were composed
centuries later to illustrate the divinely chosen
status of the Arabs. Robert Hoyland's
groundbreaking new history assimilates not only
the rich biographical information of the early
Muslim sources but also the many non-Arabic
sources, contemporaneous or nearcontemporaneous with the conquests. In God's
Path begins with a broad picture of the Late
Antique world prior to the Prophet's arrival, a
world dominated by two superpowers:
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Byzantium and Sasanian Persia. In between
these empires, emerged a distinct Arabian
identity, which helped forge the inhabitants of
western Arabia into a formidable fighting force.
The Arabs are the principal actors in this drama
yet, as Hoyland shows, the peoples along the
edges of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars,
Bulgars, Avars, and Turks--all played critical
roles in the remaking of the old world order. The
new faith propagated by Muhammad and his
successors made it possible for many of the
conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating
the first Islamic Empire. Well-paced,
comprehensive, and eminently readable, In
God's Path presents a sweeping narrative of a
transformational period in world history.
In God's Path - Robert G. Hoyland 2015
In just over a hundred years--from the death of
Muhammad in 632 to the beginning of the
Abbasid Caliphate in 750--the followers of the
Prophet swept across the whole of the Middle
East, North Africa, and Spain. Their armies

threatened states as far afield as the Franks in
Western Europe and the Tang Empire in China.
The conquered territory was larger than the
Roman Empire at its greatest expansion, and it
was claimed for the Arabs in roughly half the
time. How this collection of Arabian tribes was
able to engulf so many empires, states, and
armies in such a short period of time is a
question that has perplexed historians for
centuries. Most recent popular accounts have
been based almost solely on the early Muslim
sources, which were composed centuries later
for the purpose of demonstrating that God had
chosen the Arabs as his vehicle for spreading
Islam throughout the world. In this groundbreaking new history, distinguished Middle East
expert Robert G. Hoyland assimilates not only
the rich biographical and geographical
information of the early Muslim sources but also
the many non-Arabic sources, contemporaneous
or near-contemporaneous with the conquests.
The story of the conquests traditionally begins
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with the revelation of Islam to Muhammad. In
God's Path, however, begins with a broad
picture of the Late Antique world prior to the
Prophet's arrival, a world dominated by the two
superpowers of Byzantium and Sasanian Persia,
"the two eyes of the world." In between these
empires, in western (Saudi) Arabia, emerged a
distinct Arab identity, which helped weld its
members into a formidable fighting force. The
Arabs are the principal actors in this drama yet,
as Hoyland shows, the peoples along the edges
of Byzantium and Persia--the Khazars, Bulgars,
Avars, and Turks--also played important roles in
the remaking of the old world order. The new
faith propagated by Muhammad and his
successors made it possible for many of the
conquered peoples to join the Arabs in creating
the first Islamic Empire. Well-paced and
accessible, In God's Path presents a pioneering
new narrative of one the great transformational
periods in all of history.
Daily Life in the Medieval Islamic World -

James E. Lindsay 2005
From the time of its birth in Mecca in the 7th
century C.E., Islam and the Islamic world rapidly
expanded outward, extending to Spain and West
Africa in the west, and to Central Asia and the
Indian Subcontinent in the east. An examination
of the daily life in these Islamic regions provides
insight into a civilized, powerful, and
economically stable culture, where large
metropolitan centers such as Damascus,
Baghdad, and Cairo thrived in many areas,
including intellectual and scientific inquiry. In
contrast with medieval Europe, there is little
common knowledge in the West of the culture
and history of this vibrant world, as different
from our own in terms of the political, religious,
and social values it possessed, as it is similar in
terms of the underlying human situation that
supports such values. This book provides an
intimate look into the daily life of the medieval
Islamic world, and is thus an invaluable resource
for students and general readers alike interested
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in understanding this world, so different, and yet
so connected, to our own.
Caliphate - Hugh Kennedy 2016-10-11
From a preeminent scholar of Islamic history,
the authoritative history of caliphates from their
beginnings in the 7th century to the modern day
In Caliphate, Islamic historian Hugh Kennedy
dissects the idea of the caliphate and its history,
and explores how it became used and abused
today. Contrary to popular belief, there is no one
enduring definition of a caliph; rather, the idea
of the caliph has been the subject of constant
debate and transformation over time. Kennedy
offers a grand history of the caliphate since the
beginning of Islam to its modern incarnations.
Originating in the tumultuous years following
the death of the Mohammad in 632, the
caliphate, a politico-religious system, flourished
in the great days of the Umayyads of Damascus
and the Abbasids of Baghdad. From the seventhcentury Orthodox caliphs to the nineteenthcentury Ottomans, Kennedy explores the

tolerant rule of Umar, recounts the traumatic
murder of the caliph Uthman, dubbed a tyrant
by many, and revels in the flourishing arts of the
golden eras of Abbasid Baghdad and Moorish
Andalucí Kennedy also examines the modern
fate of the caliphate, unraveling the British
political schemes to spur dissent against the
Ottomans and the ominous efforts of Islamists,
including ISIS, to reinvent the history of the
caliphate for their own malevolent political ends.
In exploring and explaining the great variety of
caliphs who have ruled throughout the ages,
Kennedy challenges the very narrow views of the
caliphate propagated by extremist groups today.
An authoritative new account of the dynasties of
Arab leaders throughout the Islamic Golden Age,
Caliphate traces the history-and
misappropriations-of one of the world's most
potent political ideas.
Arabia and the Arabs - Robert G. Hoyland
2002-09-11
Long before Muhammed preached the religion of
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Islam, the inhabitants of his native Arabia had
played an important role in world history as both
merchants and warriors Arabia and the Arabs
provides the only up-to-date, one-volume survey
of the region and its peoples, from prehistory to
the coming of Islam Using a wide range of
sources - inscriptions, poetry, histories, and
archaeological evidence - Robert Hoyland
explores the main cultural areas of Arabia, from
ancient Sheba in the south, to the deserts and
oases of the north. He then examines the major
themes of *the economy *society *religion *art,
architecture and artefacts *language and
literature *Arabhood and Arabisation The
volume is illustrated with more than 50
photographs, drawings and maps.
Jerusalem and Islam - Charles River Editors
2017-03-20
*Includes pictures *Includes quotes from the
Koran and Hadith *Includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading "The most
holy spot [al-quds] on earth is Syria; the most

holy spot in Syria is Palestine; the most holy spot
in Palestine is Jerusalem [Bayt al-maqdis]; the
most holy spot in Jerusalem is the Mountain; the
most holy spot in Jerusalem is the place of
worship [al-masjid], and the most holy spot in
the place of worship is the Dome" - Thawr ibn
Yazid, circa 770 In the campaign leading up to
the election of Donald Trump, the Republican
presidential candidate frequently discussed the
importance of moving the U.S. Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem. For many conservative
Christian Americans and Israelis, this was
tantamount to the United States agreeing to
Jewish control over Jerusalem. As it stands now,
the U.S. has a consulate in Jerusalem, yet no
country houses their embassy in Jerusalem due
to the conflicting claims of the Israelis and
Palestinians. The political issue is just one more
reminder of how important Jerusalem is as both
a secular and religious flashpoint. One of the
oldest cities in the world, Jerusalem is a holy and
special city to the three Abrahamic religions:
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Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Throughout its
more than 6,000 year history, Jerusalem has
been a center of contention, from conflicting
clans to warring states. In addition to its
religious significance, Jerusalem's strategic
location has also made the city desirable
throughout history. While people in the West are
more familiar with Jerusalem's importance to
Jews and Christians, Jerusalem's particular
importance to the religion of Islam is without
question one of the major sticking points in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Prior to Israeli
control, Jerusalem had been predominantly
controlled by Muslim rulers since the 7th
century and had been used as a type of political
currency, legitimizing the ruling dynasty's claim
over the city. This right of control by Muslims
was viewed no more differently than control over
Mecca and Medina in the Arabian Peninsula. For
the world's Muslim population, Jerusalem is a
holy site because Muslims believe the Prophet
Muhammad visited Jerusalem where he

ascended to heaven during the famous "Night
Journey." There was also a period of time during
the Prophet's life when Muslims prayed in the
direction of Jerusalem, as opposed to Mecca.
Just as in Judaism and Christianity, Jerusalem
plays a central role in End of Days prophecies in
Islamic theology. As a result, Jerusalem has been
an important symbol for Muslims for nearly
1,300 years, and it has played a crucial political
role throughout the history of Islamic civilization
as this important city has passed from ruler to
ruler and dynasty to dynasty. Now that the city
is again controlled by a Jewish state, Jerusalem
has even further implications for various
religious groups, and it will certainly affect the
conflict-wrought region. Jerusalem and Islam:
The History and Legacy of the Holy City's
Importance to Muslims examines the tumultuous
history of Jerusalem and its relationship to the
Islamic world. Along with pictures depicting
important people, places, and events, you will
learn about Jerusalem and Islam like never
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before.
The Crucible of Islam - G. W. Bowersock
2017-04-10
Little is known about sixth-century Arabia. Yet
from this distant time and place emerged a faith
and an empire that stretched from Iberia to
India. G. W. Bowersock illuminates this obscure
yet most dynamic period in Islam, exploring why
arid Arabia proved to be fertile ground for
Muhammad’s message and why it spread so
quickly to the wider world.
Muhammad and the Believers - Fred M. Donner
2012-05-07
Looks at the history of Islam, arguing that its
origins began with the "Believers" movement
that emphasized strict monotheism and
righteous behavior that included both Christians
and Jews in its early years.
Islamic History: A Very Short Introduction Adam J. Silverstein 2010-01-21
Does history matter? This book argues not that
history matters, but that Islamic history does.

This Very Short Introduction introduces the
story of Islamic history; the controversies
surrounding its study; and the significance that
it holds - for Muslims and for non-Muslims alike.
Opening with a lucid overview of the rise and
spread of Islam, from the seventh to twenty first
century, the book charts the evolution of what
was originally a small, localised community of
believers into an international religion with over
a billion adherents. Chapters are also dedicated
to the peoples - Arabs, Persians, and Turks - who
shaped Islamic history, and to three
representative institutions - the mosque, jihad,
and the caliphate - that highlight Islam's
diversity over time. Finally, the roles that Islamic
history has played in both religious and political
contexts are analysed, while stressing the
unique status that history enjoys amongst
Muslims, especially compared to its lowly place
in Western societies where history is often seen
as little more than something that is not to be
repeated. Some of the questions that will be
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answered are: · How did Islam arise from the
obscurity of seventh century Arabia to the
headlines of twenty first century media? · How
do we know what we claim to know about
Islam's rise and development? · Why does any of
this matter, either to Muslims or to nonMuslims? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Muhammad's Grave - Leor Halevi 2011
In this probing study of death rites, Leor Halevi
plays prescriptive texts against material culture,
advancing a new way of interpreting the origins
of Islam. He shows how religious scholars
produced codes of funerary law to create new
social patterns in the cities of Arabia,

Mesopotamia, and the eastern Mediterranean.
They distinguished Islamic from Christian,
Jewish and Zoroastrian rites; and they changed
the way men and women interacted publicly and
privately. Each chapter explores a different layer
of human interaction, following the movement of
the corpse from the deathbed to the grave.
Highlighting economic and political factors, as
well as key religious and sexual divisions, Halevi
forges a fascinating link between the
development of funerary rites and the efforts of
an emerging religion to carve its own distinct
identity. Muhammad's Grave is a
groundbreaking history of the rise of Islam and
the roots of contemporary Muslim attitudes
toward the body and society.
The Lakhmids of Hira - Yasmine Zahran
2013-08-15
Details one of the Christian tribes that flourished
in Arabia before the arrival of Islam. A
fascinating age.
Arabs and Empires Before Islam - Greg Fisher
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2015
Arabs and Empires before Islam illuminates the
history of the Arabs before the emergence of
Islam, collating nearly 250 translated extracts
from an extensive array of ancient sources.
Drawn from a broad period between the eighth
century BC and the Middle Ages, the sources
include texts originally written in Greek, Latin,
Syriac, Persian, and Arabic, inscriptions in a
variety of languages and alphabets, and
discussions of archaeological sites from across
the Near East. More than twenty international
experts from the fields of archaeology, classics
and ancient history, linguistics and philology,
epigraphy, and art history provide detailed
commentary on and analysis of this diverse
selection of material. Richly illustrated with
sixteen colour plates, fifteen maps, and over
seventy in-text images, the volume provides a
comprehensive, wide-ranging, and up-to-date
examination of what ancient sources had to say
about the politics, culture, and religion of the

Arabs in the pre-Islamic period. It offers a full
consideration of the traces which the Arabs have
left in the epigraphic, literary, and
archaeological records, and sheds light on their
relationship with their often more-powerful
neighbours: the states and empires of the
ancient Near East. Arabs and Empires before
Islam gathers together a host of material never
before collected into a single volume--some of
which appears in English translation for the very
first time--and provides a single point of
reference for a vibrant and dynamic area of
research.
The Middle Path of Moderation in Islam Mohammad Hashim Kamali 2015-05-18
Winner of the I.R. Iran World Award for Book of
the Year In The Middle Path of Moderation in
Islam, leading Islamic law expert Mohammad
Hashim Kamali examines the concept of
wasatiyyah, or moderation, arguing that
scholars, religious communities, and policy
circles alike must have access to this governing
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principle that drives the silent majority of
Muslims, rather than focusing on the extremist
fringe. Kamali explores wasatiyyah in both
historical/conceptual terms and in
contemporary/practical terms. Tracing the
definition and scope of the concept from the
foundational sources of Islam, the Qu'ran and
Hadith, he demonstrates that wasatiyyah has a
long and well-developed history in Islamic law
and applies the concept to contemporary issues
of global policy, such as justice, women's rights,
environmental and financial balance, and
globalization. Framing his work as an open
dialogue against a now-decades long formulation
of the arguably destructive Huntingtonian "clash
of civilizations" thesis as well as the public
rhetoric of fear of Muslim extremism since the
attacks of September 11, 2001, Kamali connects
historical conceptions of wasatiyyah to the
themes of state and international law,
governance, and cultural maladies in the Muslim
world and beyond. Both a descriptive and

prescriptive meditation on a key but often
neglected principle of Islam, The Middle Path of
Moderation in Islam provides insight into an idea
that is in the strategic interest of the West both
to show and practice for themselves and to
recognize in Muslim countries.
Shahnameh - Abolqasem Ferdowsi 2016-03-08
The definitive translation by Dick Davis of the
great national epic of Iran—now newly revised
and expanded to be the most complete Englishlanguage edition A Penguin Classic Dick
Davis—“our pre-eminent translator from the
Persian” (The Washington Post)—has revised
and expanded his acclaimed translation of
Ferdowsi’s masterpiece, adding more than 100
pages of newly translated text. Davis’s elegant
combination of prose and verse allows the poetry
of the Shahnameh to sing its own tales directly,
interspersed sparingly with clearly marked
explanations to ease along modern readers.
Originally composed for the Samanid princes of
Khorasan in the tenth century, the Shahnameh is
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among the greatest works of world literature.
This prodigious narrative tells the story of preIslamic Persia, from the mythical creation of the
world and the dawn of Persian civilization
through the seventh-century Arab conquest. The
stories of the Shahnameh are deeply embedded
in Persian culture and beyond, as attested by
their appearance in such works as The Kite
Runner and the love poems of Rumi and Hafez.
For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been
the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,500
titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history
and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust
the series to provide authoritative texts
enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
The Making of the Medieval Middle East Jack Tannous 2018-12-04

A bold new religious history of the late antique
and medieval Middle East that places ordinary
Christians at the center of the story In the
second half of the first millennium CE, the
Christian Middle East fractured irreparably into
competing churches and Arabs conquered the
region, setting in motion a process that would
lead to its eventual conversion to Islam. Jack
Tannous argues that key to understanding these
dramatic religious transformations are ordinary
religious believers, often called “the simple” in
late antique and medieval sources. Largely
agrarian and illiterate, these Christians
outnumbered Muslims well into the era of the
Crusades, and yet they have typically been
invisible in our understanding of the Middle
East’s history. What did it mean for Christian
communities to break apart over theological
disagreements that most people could not
understand? How does our view of the rise of
Islam change if we take seriously the fact that
Muslims remained a demographic minority for
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much of the Middle Ages? In addressing these
and other questions, Tannous provides a
sweeping reinterpretation of the religious
history of the medieval Middle East. This
provocative book draws on a wealth of Greek,
Syriac, and Arabic sources to recast these
conquered lands as largely Christian ones whose
growing Muslim populations are properly
understood as converting away from and in
competition with the non-Muslim communities
around them.
The Early Islamic Conquests - Fred M. Donner
2014-07-14
In this contribution to the ongoing debate on the
nature and causes of the Islamic conquests in
Syria and Iraq during the sixth and seventh
centuries, Fred Donner argues for a necessary
distinction between the causes of the conquests,
the causes of their success, and the causes of
the subsequent Arab migrations to the Fertile
Crescent. Originally published in 1982. The
Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-

on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University
Press. These editions preserve the original texts
of these important books while presenting them
in durable paperback and hardcover editions.
The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its
founding in 1905.
Seeing Islam as Others Saw It: A Survey and
Evaluation of Christian, Jewish and
Zoroastrian Writings on Early Islam - Robert
G. Hoyland 2014-01-10
This book offers a new approach to the vexing
question of how to write the early history of
Islam. The first part discusses the nature of the
Muslim and non-Muslim source material for the
seventh- and eighth-century Middle East and
argues that by lessening the divide between
these two traditions, which has largely been
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erected by modern scholarship, we can come to
a better appreciation of this crucial period. The
second part gives a detailed survey of sources
and an analysis of some 120 non-Muslim texts,
all of which provide information about the first
century and a half of Islam (roughly A.D.
620-780). The third part furnishes examples,
according to the approach suggested in the first
part and with the material presented in the
second part, how one might write the history of
this time. The fourth part takes the form of
excurses on various topics, such as the process

of Islamization, the phenomenon of conversion
to Islam, the development of techniques for
determining the direction of prayer, and the
conquest of Egypt. Because this work views
Islamic history with the aid of non-Muslim texts
and assesses the latter in the light of Muslim
writings, it will be essential reading for
historians of Islam, Christianity, Judaism, or
Zoroastrianism--indeed, for all those with an
interest in cultures of the eastern Mediterranean
in its traditional phase from Late Antiquity to
medieval times.
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