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Global Sufism - Francesco
Piraino 2019-11-01
Sufism is a growing and global
phenomenon, far from the
declining relic it was once
thought to be. This book brings
together the work of fourteen
leading experts to explore
systematically the key themes
of Sufism's new global
presence, from Yemen to
Senegal via Chicago and
Sweden. The contributors look
at the global spread and stance
die-sufis

of such major actors as the Ba
'Alawiyya, the 'Afropolitan'
Tijaniyya, and the Gülen
Movement. They map global
Sufi culture, from Rumi to rap,
and ask how global Sufism
accommodates different and
contradictory gender practices.
They examine the contested
and shifting relationship
between the Islamic and the
universal: is Sufism the
timeless and universal essence
of all religions, the key to
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tolerance and co-existence
between Muslims and nonMuslims? Or is it the purely
Islamic heart of traditional and
authentic practice and belief?
Finally, the book turns to
politics. States and political
actors in the West and in the
Muslim world are using the
mantle and language of Sufism
to promote their objectives,
while Sufis are building
alliances with them against
common enemies. This raises
the difficult question of
whether Sufis are defending
Islam against extremism,
supporting despotism against
democracy, or perhaps doing
both.
Sufi Thought and Action Idries Shah 1990
This book is an anthology of
the extraordinary diversity of
Sufi ideas and activities in
many countries and cultures
today. Nothing approaching
this kind of survey has ever
been assembled. In addition to
first-hand accounts of Sufi
learning methods, subjects
covered include the Sufi
meeting place, avoiding
imitators, Sufi work
die-sufis

enterprises, the idea of organic
enterprises, entry into a Sufi
group, the Sufi Adept and the
projection of mind, extrasensory perception, what the
Sufis do not want us to know,
and more.
Introduction to Sufism - Eric
Geoffroy 2010
From Rumi's whirling
dervishes in Turkey over 700
years ago, to circles of silent
mystics in the West today, this
book reveals the history and
practices of Sufism, the ancient
but still active system of
Islamic mysticism which has
long been the spiritual current
in Islam that counterbalances
fundamentalism. Eric Geoffroy
is an authority on Sufism, and
he shows us this increasingly
popular contemplative
dimension of Islam, which is
little understood in the West.
The Sun at Midnight: The
Revealed Mysteries of the Ahlul
Bayt Sufis - Laurence Galian
This Book contains an
extensive collection of Sufi
wisdom gathered from the
greatest Sufi masters. These
Sufi masters are known as the
"Awliya" [saints]. They serve
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Allâh and his creation while
they are here on earth and
from heaven. The author
traveled around the globe for
ten years gathering these
teaching stories ["wisdom
teachings"] from the Friends of
Allâh who are known to the
public and those who choose to
remain hidden. The book also
contains profound explorations
and examples of the lives of the
Ahlul Bayt (the five
"Companions of the Mantle"):
Muhammad Mustafa - The Seal
of the Prophets (s.a.w.s.), Imam
Ali Haydar ('Alahi Assalam),
Lady Fatima tul Zehra ('Alaiha
Assalam), Imam Hassan ('Alaihi
Assalam), and Imam Hussain
('Alaihi Assalam), and the sixth.
And finally, weaving through
the book is a "book within a
book" . . . a teaching tale about
the "Hidden Prophet" Khezr
(a.s.) who is known as the
"Green Man of Sufism," a truly
mysterious being who appears
in the Holy Qur'an as well as
numerous sacred tales passed
down orally through the
centuries, and told to the
author personally, by some of
the most renowned Sheikhs in
die-sufis

the world. This masterwork
contains 778 pages, more than
800 footnotes, plus
bibliography, endnotes, and
index.
Sufi Visionary of Ottoman
Damascus - Elizabeth Sirriyeh
2005
"This pioneering book seeks to
introduce the reader to
Nabulusi's Sufi experience and
work, set against the
background of Islamic life and
thought in seventeenth- and
eighteenth-century Syria and
Palestine. These chapters
emphasise the mystical content
of his travel writings, including
his interest in the significance
of ecstatics' visions and visits
to holy tombs."--BOOK JACKET.
Modern Sufis and the State Katherine Pratt Ewing
2020-08-25
Sufism is typically thought of
as the mystical side of Islam. In
recent years, it has been held
up as a supposedly peaceful
alternative to the spread of
forms of Islam associated with
violence, an embodiment of
democratic ideals of tolerance
and pluralism. Are Sufis in fact
as otherworldy and apolitical
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as this stereotype suggests?
Modern Sufis and the State
brings together a range of
scholars, including
anthropologists, historians, and
religious-studies specialists, to
challenge common
assumptions that are made
about Sufism today. Focusing
on India and Pakistan within a
broader global context, this
book provides locally grounded
accounts of how Sufis in South
Asia have engaged in politics
from the colonial period to the
present. Contributors
foreground the effects and
unintended consequences of
efforts to link Sufism with the
spread of democracy and
consider what roles scholars
and governments have played
in the making of twenty-firstcentury Sufism. They critique
the belief that Salafism and
Sufism are antithetical,
offering nuanced analyses of
the diversity, multivalence, and
local embeddedness of Sufi
political engagements and selfrepresentations in Pakistan and
India. Essays question the
portrayal of Sufi shrines as
sites of toleration, peace, and
die-sufis

harmony, exploring cases of
tension and conflict. A wideranging interdisciplinary
collection, Modern Sufis and
the State is a timely call to
think critically about the role of
public discourse in shaping
perceptions of Sufism.
Türkische Bibliothek - 1911
Cyber Sufis - Robert Rozehnal
2019-08-01
In America today, online
spaces serve as critical
alternatives for tech-savvy
Muslims seeking a place to root
their faith, forge religious
identity, and build
communities. With a particular
focus on the Inayati Order, a
branch of the oldest Sufi
community in the West, Robert
Rozehnal explores the online
revolution in internal
communication, spiritual
pedagogy, and public outreach
– and looks ahead to the future
of digital Islam in the age of
Web 3.0.
Under the Sufi's Cloak Mohammad Ali Jamnia 1995
Cross-curricular Approaches
to Teaching and Learning -
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Chris Rowley 2009-09-14
What would the primary
curriculum look like with
humanities at its heart? How
can cross-curricular work help
children to learn more
effectively? With practical
ideas on how to join up the
primary curriculum, this book
uses history and geography to
explore different contexts and
strategies for making links
between the full range of
primary subjects, so that
learning can be more
integrated and relevant to
learners. The authors
demonstrate how these
subjects can serve as the basis
upon which values can be
developed in the curriculum.
There are powerful case
studies, including examples of
pupils' work and talk, and
teachers' reflections.
Additional materials to
accompany the book can be
found at:
www.sagepub.co.uk/rowleyand
cooper Written by a group of
practising teachers and
university tutors, this book will
be invaluable to primary
teachers, student teachers and
die-sufis

all those involved in curriculum
design. Chris Rowley is Senior
Lecturer in and Geographical
and Environmental Education
at the University of Cumbria,
UK. Dr Hilary Cooper is
Professor of History and
Pedagogy at the University of
Cumbria, UK.
Sufis and Salafis in the
Contemporary Age - Lloyd
Ridgeon 2015-04-23
Sufis and Salafis in the
Contemporary Age explores the
dynamics at play between what
are usually understood as two
very different forms of Islam,
namely Sufism and Salafism.
Sufism is commonly
understood as the peaceful and
mystical dimension of Islam
whereas Salafism is perceived
as strictly pietistic and
moralist, and for some it
conjures up images of violent
manifestations of Islam. Of
course these generalisations
require more nuanced
investigation, and this book
provides a number of case
studies from around the
Islamic world to unpack the
intricate relationship between
the two. The diversity of the
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case studies that focus on
Islamic groups in India, Iraq,
Egypt, Morocco, Turkey and
South East Europe reflect the
multiplicity of relationships
that exist between the Salafis
and Sufis. The specific case
studies are framed by an
introduction that provides
essential historical background
and definitions of the terms,
and also by general studies of
the Sufi–Salafi relationship
which enable the reader to
focus on the large picture. This
will be the first book to
investigate the relationship
between Sufism and Salafism
in such a wide fashion, and
includes chapters on
"traditional" Sufis, as well as
from those who consider that
Sufism and Salafism are not
necessarily contradictory.
The A to Z of Sufism - John
Renard 2009-08-17
With more than 3,000 entries
and cross-references on the
history, main figures,
institutions, theory, and
literary works associated with
Islam's mystical tradition,
Sufism, this dictionary brings
together in one volume,
die-sufis

extensive historical information
that helps put contemporary
events into a historical context.
Sufism - Mark J. Sedgwick
2003-09-01
For more than a millennium,
Sufism has been the core of the
spiritual experience of
countless Muslims. As the chief
mystical tradition of Islam, it
has helped to shape the history
of Islamic societies. Although it
is the Sufi face of Islam that
has often appealed to
Westerners, Sufis and Sufism
remain mysterious to many in
the West, and are still widely
misunderstood. In this new,
redesigned paperback edition
of this bestselling book, a
scholar with long experience of
Sufism in the Middle East,
Southeast Asia, and Europe
succinctly presents the
essentials of Sufism and shows
how Sufis live and worship, and
why. As well as what Sufism is
and where it comes from, the
book discusses Sufi orders not
only in the Islamic world but
also in the West. The political,
social, and economic
significance of Sufism is
outlined, and the question of
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how and why Sufism has
become one of the more
controversial aspects of
contemporary Islamic religious
life is addressed. This book
assumes no prior knowledge of
the subject. It is a penetrating
and concise introduction for
everyone interested in Islam
and Islamic societies.
Shīʻa Islam, Sects, and
Sufism - Union européenne
des arabisants et islamisants.
Congress 1992
To Die Before Death - M. R.
Bawa Muhaiyaddeen 1997
Sufis in Western Society Markus Dressler 2009-06-02
In recent years Sufism has
undergone something of a
revival as a spiritual alternative
to other manifestations of
Islam. This book investigates
the development of Sufism in
Western societies, with a
regional focus on North
America and Europe. Exploring
a number of issues relating to
the dynamic tensions between
religious globalization
processes and specific sacred
localities, this book looks at the
die-sufis

formation of Sufi movements
that have migrated from their
place of origin to become
global religious networks. Sufi
groups are highly
differentiated and often
inaccessible, so the origins and
development of Sufism in the
West have not been widely
studied. Employing a
comparative approach based
on regional fieldwork and case
studies, this book addresses
theoretical issues and gives a
comprehensive analysis of
distinct communities and the
development of regional
branches of Sufi orders,
providing an international
perspective on Sufism in the
West. With contributions from
well-known international
experts on the topic, the book
addresses Sufi orders in the
context of the transnational
networks in which they are
operating and the constraints
of the localities in which they
live. This book will be of
interest to scholars and
students of religion, Islam and
Sufism in particular.
Islamic Mysticism and Abu
Talib Al-Makki - Saeko Yazaki
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2012-12-12
Both in everyday language and
religious metaphor, the heart
often embodies the true self
and is considered to be the seat
of emotion in many cultures.
Many Muslim thinkers have
attempted to clarify the nature
of Sufism using its
metaphorical image,
particularly in the tenth and
eleventh centuries. This book
examines the work of Abū Tālib
al-Makkī and his wider
significance within the Sufi
tradition, with a focus on the
role of the heart. Analysing his
most significant work, Qūt alqulūb (‘The Nourishment of
Hearts’), the author goes
beyond an examination of the
themes of the book to explore
its influence not only in the
writing of Sufis, but also of
Hanbalī and Jewish scholars.
Providing a comprehensive
overview of the world of alMakkī and presenting extracts
from his book on religious
characteristics of the heart
with selected passages in
translation for the first time in
English, this book will give
readers a better understanding
die-sufis

not only of the essential
features of Sufism, but also the
nature of mysticism and its
relation to monotheistic faiths.
Attar and the Persian Sufi
Tradition - L. Lewisohn
2006-11-22
Farid al-Din Attar (d. 1221) was
the principal Muslim religious
poet of the second half of the
twelfth century. Best known for
his masterpiece "Mantiq altayr", or "The Conference of
Birds", his verse is still
considered to be the finest
example of Sufi love poetry in
the Persian language after that
of Rumi. Distinguished by their
provocative and radical
theology of love, many lines of
Attar's epics and lyrics are
cited independently of their
poems as maxims in their own
right. These pithy, paradoxical
statements are still known by
heart and sung by minstrels
throughout Iran, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan, and wherever
Persian is spoken or
understood, such as in the
lands of the Indo-Pakistani
Subcontinent. Designed to take
its place alongside "The Ocean
of the Soul", the classic study
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of Attar by Hellmut Ritter, this
volume offers the most
comprehensive survey of
Attar's literary works to date,
and situates his poetry and
prose within the wider context
of the Persian Sufi tradition.
The essays in the volume are
grouped in three sections, and
feature contributions by
sixteen scholars from North
America, Europe and Iran,
which illustrate, from a variety
of critical prespectives, the full
range of Attar's monumental
achievement. They show how
and why Attar's poetical work,
as well as his mystical
doctrines, came to wield such
tremendous and formative
influence over the whole of
Persian Sufism.
Mullas, Sufis and Heretics Martin van Bruinessen 2000
The Sufis - Idries Shah 1999
This work offers coverage of
the spiritual and psychological
tradition of Sufism. It shows
that Sufism is not the preserve
of ecstatic religionists, but has
a contribution to make to
human culture and philosophy.
Sufism in Ottoman Egypt die-sufis

Rachida Chih 2019-04-17
This book analyses the
development of Sufism in
Ottoman Egypt, during the
seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries. Examining the
cultural, socio-economic and
political backdrop against
which Sufism gained
prominence, it looks at its
influence in both the
institutions for religious
learning and popular piety. The
study seeks to broaden the
observed space of Sufism in
Ottoman Egypt by placing it
within its imperial and
international context,
highlighting on one hand the
specificities of Egyptian
Sufism, and on the other the
links that it maintained with
other spiritual traditions that
influenced it. Studying Sufism
as a global phenomenon, taking
into account its religious,
cultural, social and political
dimensions, this book also
focuses on the education of the
increasing number of aspirants
on the Sufi path, as well as on
the social and political role of
the Sufi masters in a period of
constant and often violent
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political upheaval. It ultimately
argues that, starting in
medieval times, Egypt was
simultaneously attracting
foreign scholars inward and
transmitting ideas outward, but
these exchanges intensified
during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries as a result
of the new imperial context in
which the country and its
people found themselves.
Hence, this book demonstrates
that the concept of ‘neosufism’
should be dispensed with and
that the Ottoman period in no
way constituted a time of
decline for religious culture, or
the beginning of a normative
and fundamentalist Islam.
Sufism in Ottoman Egypt
provides a valuable
contribution to the new
historiographical approach to
the period, challenging the
prevailing teleology. As such, it
will prove useful to students
and scholars of Islam, Sufism
and religious history, as well as
Middle Eastern history more
generally.
Zeitschrift für Geschichte
der Arabisch-Islamischen
Wissenschaften - 1995
die-sufis

Biographical Encyclopaedia of
Sufis - N. Hanif 2002
Sufism and Saint Veneration in
Contemporary Bangladesh Hans Harder 2011-03-04
Focusing on the Maijbhandari
movement in Chittagong,
south-eastern Bangladesh,
which claims the status of the
only Sufi order originated in
Bengal and which has gained
immense popularity in recent
years, this book provides a
comprehensive picture of an
important aspect of
contemporary Bengali Islam in
the South Asian context.
Expertise in South Asian
languages and literatures is
combined with ethnographic
field work and theoretical
formulations from a range of
disciplines, including cultural
anthropology, Islamic studies
and religious studies. Analysing
the Maijbhandaris tradition of
Bengali spiritual songs, one of
the largest popular song
traditions in Bengal, the book
presents an in-depth study of
Bengali Sufi theology,
hagiography and Maijbhandari
esoteric songs, as well as a
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discussion of what Bengali
Islam is. It is a useful
contribution to South Asia
Studies, as well as Islamic
Studies.
The Notion of "religion" in
Comparative Research International Association for
the History of Religions.
Congress 1994
Nel 1990 si tenne a Roma il
XVI Congresso del I.A.H.R. che
ebbe come tema la nozione di
"religione". Venne
particolarmente analizzato
l'uso di tale termine da parte
degli studiosi di lingua europea
nei rapporti con le culture non
europee e viceversa.
Host Bibliographic Record
for Boundwith Item Barcode
30112072131219 and
Others - 1856
The Essence of Sufism - John
Baldock 2005-03-01
Insight into Life is the real
religion, which alone can help
man to understand Life.'
Hazrat Inayat Khan The Sufis
have been using carefully
constructed stories for
teaching purposes for
thousands of years. Though on
die-sufis

the surface these often appear
to be little more than fairy or
folk tales, the Sufis hold that
they enshrine - in their
charac...
Death Before Dying - Sultan
Bahu 1998-04
Death Before Dying offers a
window on the Sufi mystical
tradition, providing a rare
glimpse into the religious lives
of rural Muslims during the
days of the Mughal Empire.
The poetry of Sultan Bahu has
inspired Sufis of the Punjab for
countless generations,
embodying essential
characteristics of the mystical
tradition, especially in its
emphasis on complete and
unrestricted devotion to God
coupled with skepticism toward
the formal, legalistic, and
institutionalized elements of
organized religion.
Die Welt des Islams - 2007
Sufis - Idries Shah 2020-06-20
The Sufis is the best
introduction ever written to the
philosophical and mystical
school traditionally associated
with the Islamic
world.Powerful, concise, and
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intensely thought-provoking, it
sums up over a thousand years
of Eastern thought - the
product of some of the greatest
minds humanity has ever
produced - into a single work,
presenting timeless ideas in a
fresh and contemporary
style.When the book was
originally published in 1964, it
launched its author, Idries
Shah, on to the international
stage, attracting the attention
of thinkers and writers such as
J. D. Salinger, Doris Lessing,
Ted Hughes and Robert
Graves.It introduced to the
Western world concepts which
have subsequently become
commonly accepted, varying
from the psychological
importance of attention and
humour, to the use of
traditional tales as teaching
instruments (what Shah termed
'teaching-stories'), and the
historical debt owed by the
West to the Middle East in
matters scientific, literary and
philosophical.As a primer for
the many dozens of Sufi books
that Shah later produced, it is
unsurpassed, offering a clear
window onto a community
die-sufis

whose system of thought and
action has long concerned
itself with the advancement of
the whole of humankind, and
whose ideas about individuals
and society, their purpose and
direction, need to be
understood now more than
ever before.
Educational Pamphlets 23 1893
Sufism East and West - Jamal
Malik 2019-07-15
Sufism East and West, edited
by Jamal Malik and Saeed
Zarrabi-Zadeh, investigates the
redirection and dynamics of
Sufism in the modern era,
specifically from the
perspective of cross-cultural
exchange in the resonance
spaces of “East” and “West.”
Contemporary Sufism - Meena
Sharify-Funk 2017-12-22
What is Sufism? Contemporary
views vary tremendously, even
among Sufis themselves.
Contemporary Sufism: Piety,
Politics, and Popular Culture
brings to light the religious
frameworks that shape the
views of Sufism’s friends,
adversaries, admirers, and
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detractors and, in the process,
helps readers better
understand the diversity of
contemporary Sufism, the
pressures and cultural
openings to which it responds,
and the many divergent
opinions about contemporary
Sufism’s relationship to Islam.
The three main themes: piety,
politics, and popular culture
are explored in relation to the
Islamic and Western contexts
that shape them, as well as to
the historical conditions that
frame contemporary debates.
This book is split into three
parts: • Sufism and anti-Sufism
in contemporary contexts; •
Contemporary Sufism in the
West: Poetic influences and
popular manifestations; •
Gendering Sufism: Tradition
and transformation. This book
will fascinate anyone interested
in the challenges of
contemporary Sufism as well as
its relationship to Islam,
gender, and the West. It offers
an ideal starting point from
which undergraduate and
postgraduate students,
teachers and lecturers can
explore Sufism today.
die-sufis

Before Sufism - Christopher
Melchert 2020-06-08
Christopher Melchert proposes
to historicize Islamic
renunciant piety (zuhd). As the
conquest period wound down
in the early eighth century c.e.,
renunciants set out to maintain
the contempt of worldly
comfort and loyalty to a greater
cause that had characterized
the community of Muslims in
the seventh century. Instead of
reckless endangerment on the
battlefield, they cultivated
intense fear of the Last
Judgement to come. They spent
nights weeping, reciting the
Qur’an, and performing
supererogatory ritual prayers.
They stressed otherworldliness to the extent of
minimizing good works in this
world. Then the decline of
tribute from the conquered
peoples and conversion to
Islam made it increasingly
unfeasible for most Muslims to
keep up any such régime.
Professional differentiation also
provoked increasing criticism
of austerity. Finally, in the later
ninth century, a form of Sufism
emerged that would
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accommodate those willing and
able to spend most of their
time on religious devotions,
those willing and able to spend
their time on other religious
pursuits such as law and
hadith, and those unwilling or
unable to do either.
Sufism - Nile Green
2012-02-20
Since their beginnings in the
ninth century, the shrines,
brotherhoods and doctrines of
the Sufis held vast influence in
almost every corner of the
Muslim world. Offering the
first truly global account of the
history of Sufism, this
illuminating book traces the
gradual spread and influence
of Sufi Islam through the
Middle East, Asia, Africa, and
ultimately into Europe and the
United States. An ideal
introduction to Sufism,
requiring no background
knowledge of Islamic history or
thought Offers the first history
of Sufism as a global
phenomenon, exploring its
movement and adaptation from
the Middle East, through Asia
and Africa, to Europe and the
United States of America
die-sufis

Covers the entire historical
period of Sufism, from its ninth
century origins to the end of
the twentieth century Devotes
equal coverage to the political,
cultural, and social dimensions
of Sufism as it does to its
theology and ritual Dismantles
the stereotypes of Sufis as
otherworldly 'mystics', by
anchoring Sufi Muslims in the
real lives of their communities
Features the most up-to-date
research on Sufism available
Pilger, Sufis und Gelehrte.
Islamische Kunst im
Westjordanland und Gaza Unknown 2020-02-20
Neu mit Ortsverzeichnis! Unter
der Herrschaft der Dynastien
der Ayyubiden, Mamelucken
und Osmanen kamen Pilger aus
allen Teilen der muslimischen
Welt nach Palästina, um die
Heiligen Stätten des Islam zu
besuchen. Dieses ständige
Einwirken an Religiosität trug
wesentlich zur Entwicklung des
Sufismus bei, dessen Bestreben
es ist, das Leben als ein
harmonisches Zusammenspiel
aus Philosophie, Religion,
Spiritualität und Mystik zu
gestalten. Der Grundgedankte
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der islamischen Architektur,
dem Raum Form zu geben und
durch die Gestaltung der Leere
eine fast metaphysische
Dimension zu erwirken, kann in
den zahlreichen Madrasas,
Zawiyas und Ribats des
heutigen Westjordanlandes und
Gazastreifens in selten
authentischer Form erlebt
werden. Die größtenteils noch
nicht restaurierten Bauwerke
bezaubern den Besucher durch
Authentizität und Mystik. Neun
Routen laden ein, 70 Museen,
Denkmäler und archäologische
Stätten u. a. in Jerusalem,
Jericho, Nablus, Bethlehem,
Hebron und Gaza zu
entdecken.
Sufis and Scholars of the
Sea - Anne Bang 2004-06
Anne Bang focuses on the ways
in which a particular Islamic
brotherhood, or 'tariqa', the
tariqa Alawiyya, spread,
maintained and propagated
their particular brand of the
Islamic faith. Originating in the
South-Yemeni region of
Hadramawt, the Alawi tariqa
mainly spread along the coast
of the Indian Ocean. The
Alawis are here portrayed as
die-sufis

one of many cultural mediators
in the multi-ethnic, multireligious Indian Ocean world in
the era of European
colonialism.
Sufism - Alexander Knysh
2019-03-19
A pathbreaking history of
Sufism, from the earliest
centuries of Islam to the
present After centuries as the
most important asceticmystical strand of Islam,
Sufism saw a sharp decline in
the twentieth century, only to
experience a stunning revival
in recent decades. In this
comprehensive new history of
Sufism from the earliest
centuries of Islam to today,
Alexander Knysh, a leading
expert on the subject, reveals
the tradition in all its richness.
Knysh explores how Sufism has
been viewed by both insiders
and outsiders since its
inception. He examines the key
aspects of Sufism, from
definitions and discourses to
leadership, institutions, and
practices. He devotes special
attention to Sufi approaches to
the Qur’an, drawing parallels
with similar uses of scripture in
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Judaism and Christianity. He
traces how Sufism grew from a
set of simple moral-ethical
precepts into a sophisticated
tradition with professional Sufi
masters (shaykhs) who became
powerful players in Muslim
public life but whose authority
was challenged by those
advocating the equality of all
Muslims before God. Knysh
also examines the roots of the
ongoing conflict between the
Sufis and their fundamentalist
critics, the Salafis—a major
fact of Muslim life today. Based
on a wealth of primary and
secondary sources, Sufism is
an indispensable account of a
vital aspect of Islam.
Living Sufism - Nicolaas H.
Biegman 2009
Sufism, the mystical tradition
of Islam, is as far from the
strident and often violent
fundamentalist strain of the
religion that has so captured
world attention as it is possible
to be. Sufis in all parts of the
Islamic world are broadminded, tolerant, and nonviolent, their quest only to find
and approach God through all
means, including poetry,
die-sufis

music, and dance. Historian
Nicolaas Biegman has been
observing and photographing
Sufi practice and ritual in
different Muslim lands for
many years, and here in this
collection of extraordinary
photographs he feels the pulse
of the Sufi experience, with its
enormous variety in discipline
and exuberance,
intellectualism and
spontaneity, in Egypt, Syria,
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Kosovo, and Macedonia. In
accompanying texts he
explores what lies behind the
rituals, and explains aspects of
Sufi life and practice such as
the position of women.
Sufism as Lorna Goodison’s
Alternative Poetic Path to Hope
and Healing - Brenda
Domínguez-Rosado 2018-10-15
Jamaican Poet Laureate Lorna
Goodison searches for answers
for herself and other
Caribbean-based descendants
of enslaved Africans by
examining and presenting
different spiritualities in her
poetry in the hope of providing
alternatives to the psyche in
need of healing after the
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traumatic events of the
infamous transatlantic Middle
Passage. The inclusion of
Sufism in her poetry seems to
have a dual purpose, in that it
offers a “new” creative angle
and a sincere belief in its
power to provide relief from
personal anguish. The fact that
Sufism is similar to Jamaicanbased religions works in its
favor. Can Jamaicans, who are
Goodison’s primary subject,
really relate to its message?
She does not underestimate
her audience’s capacity for
change or their willingness to
accept the ideas of Sufism. Her
role as facilitator is not a
secret; she is openly promoting
her ideas and her belief that
healing is possible. This book is
divided into three chapters. In
Chapter One, a brief history of
slavery in the Caribbean region

die-sufis

with a focus on Jamaica is
presented. The second chapter
explicitly focuses on Lorna
Goodison and her use of the
written word to reveal her
feelings about her ancestors’
(and her own) traumatic past.
It also defines Sufism, includes
some examples of Sufi poems,
and shows what aspects of
Sufism resonate with Jamaican
Revivalism and Rastafarianism.
The final chapter first makes
reference to how Sufi elements
have been used by other
writers such as Alfred, Lord
Tennyson, Walt Whitman,
Thomas Merton, and Doris
Lessing, and then illustrates
how, contrary to these others,
Goodison is the only one to
apply Sufi ideals to a
Caribbean context, thus falling
into her own creative category,
that of a new Caribbean
literary canon.
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