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doesn't actually see him doing a good deed, does it even count? A warm, funny return to elementary school
from master storyteller Spinelli.
The Warden's Daughter - Jerry Spinelli 2017-01-03
From Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli comes the story of a girl searching for happiness inside the walls of a
prison. And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! Cammie O'Reilly lives
at the Hancock County Prison--not as a prisoner, she's the warden's daughter. She spends the mornings
hanging out with shoplifters and reformed arsonists in the women's excercise yard, which gives Cammie a
certain cache with her school friends. But even though Cammie's free to leave the prison, she's still stuck.
And sad, and really mad. Her mother died saving her from harm when she was just a baby. You wouldn't
think you could miss something you never had, but on the eve of her thirteenth birthday, the thing Cammie
most wants is a mom. A prison might not be the best place to search for a mother, but Cammie is
determined and she's willing to work with what she's got. "A tapestry of grief and redemption, woven by a
master storyteller ....Moving and memorable." --Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review
Do the Funky Pickle - Jerry Spinelli 1992
Certain that the new dance he has learned will finally win Sunny's heart, Eddie performs the Funky Pickle
at school and finds himself attracting Angelpuss, a female classmate with orange spiked hair and a nose
ring. Original.
Crash - Jerry Spinelli 2015-04-07
Take a look behind the bully in this modern classic from Newbery medalist Jerry Spinelli that packs a
punch. And don't miss the highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday. Cocky seventh-grade super-jock
Crash Coogan got his nickname the day he used his first football helmet to knock his cousin Bridget flat on
her backside. And he has been running over people ever since, especially Penn Webb, the dweeby,
vegetarian Quaker kid who lives down the block. Through the eyes of Crash, readers get a rare glimpse into
the life of a bully in this unforgettable and beloved story about stereotypes and the surprises life can bring.
"Readers will devour this humorous glimpse of what jocks are made of." --School Library Journal, starred
review
A Boy at War - Harry Mazer 2012-06-26
They rowed hard, away from the battleships and the bombs. Water sprayed over them. The rowboat pitched
one way and then the other. Then, before his eyes, the Arizona lifted up out of the water. That enormous
battleship bounced up in the air like a rubber ball and split apart. Fire burst out of the ship. A geyser of
water shot into the air and came crashing down. Adam was almost thrown out of the rowboat. He clung to
the seat as it swung around. He saw blue skies and the glittering city. The boat swung back again, and he
saw black clouds, and the Arizona, his father's ship, sinking beneath the water. -- from A Boy at War "He
kept looking up, afraid the planes would come back. The sky was obscured by black smoke....It was all
unreal: the battleships half sunk, the bullet holes in the boat, Davi and Martin in the water." December 7,
1941: On a quiet Sunday morning, while Adam and his friends are fishing near Honolulu, a surprise attack
by Japanese bombers destroys the fleet at Pearl Harbor. Even as Adam struggles to survive the sudden
chaos all around him, and as his friends endure the brunt of the attack, a greater concern hangs over his
head: Adam's father, a navy lieutenant, was stationed on the USS Arizona when the bombs fell. During the
subsequent days Adam -- not yet a man, but no longer a boy -- is caught up in the war as he desperately

If the Witness Lied - Caroline B. Cooney 2010-08-10
This young adult thriller takes place in twenty-four hours and explores how people as well as the media can
exploit a situation with devastating results, especially when innocent children are involved. Jack Fountain
knows that what’s happened to his family sounds like the most horrible soap opera anyone could ever write.
But it’s all true. It happened—to his parents; to his sisters, Smithy and Madison. And to his baby brother,
Tris. What made it worse was that the media wanted to know every detail. Now it's almost Tris’s third
birthday, and everything’s starting again. Aunt Cheryl, who’s living with the Fountain children, has decided
that they will heal only if they work through their pain—on camera. It will be a field day for the media, and
no one, except Cheryl, wants that. Jack and his sisters gear up to keep Tris’s adorable face off-screen, but
they quickly realize that there is more at stake than their privacy. The very identities they’ve created for
themselves are called into question. What really happened the day of their father’s accident? The Fountain
siblings have less than twenty-four hours to change their fate. Together, they will ask questions no one
asked at the time of the tragedy. And together, they vow that this time, they will not be exploited.
Report to the Principals Office - Jerry Spinelli 1992-10-01
Four completely different students at Plumstead Middle School have one thing in common. They are all
about to report to the principal's office.
Comprehension During Guided, Shared, and Independent Reading, Grades K - 6 - Patricia M. Cunningham
2011-04-15
Learn when and how to teach comprehension using Comprehension during Guided, Shared, and
Independent Reading for grades K–6. This 224-page book includes step-by-step lessons and research-based
strategies that can be adapted for any student or any classroom. This book gives a glimpse into classrooms
using these strategies, as well as suggestions for materials needed, planning, and grouping students and a
list of recommended children's books.
Jake and Lily - Jerry Spinelli 2012-05-08
Beloved Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli, author of Maniac Magee and Wringer, addresses issues of
identity, belonging, family, and bullying in this humorous and heartfelt novel about twins. Jake and Lily are
twins. Despite their slightly different interests and temperaments, they feel exactly the same—like two
halves of one person. But the year they turn eleven, everything changes. Their parents announce it’s time
for separate bedrooms. Jake starts hanging out with a pack of boys on the block. And Lily is devastated, not
to mention angry. Who is she without Jake? And as her brother falls under the influence of the
neighborhood bully, he also must ask himself—who is the real Jake? This is an often funny, poignant, and
profound story of growing up, growing apart, and the difficult process of figuring out who you really are.
Third Grade Angels - Jerry Spinelli 2012-09-01
The long-awaited prequel to the bestseller FOURTH GRADE RATS George, aka "Suds," has just entered
third grade, and he's heard the rhyme about "first grade babies/second grade cats/third grade angels/fourth
grade rats," but what does this mean for his school year? It means that his teacher, Mrs. Simms, will hold a
competition every month to see which student deserves to be awarded "the halo" - which student is bestbehaved, kindest to others, and, in short, perfect. Suds is determined to be the first to earn the halo, but
he's finding the challenge of always being good to be more stressful than he had anticipated. Does he have
to be good even outside of school? (Does he have to be nice to his annoying little sister?) And if Mrs. Simms
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tries to make sense of what happened to his friends and to find news of his father. Harry Mazer, whose
autobiographical novel, The Last Mission, brought the European side of World War II to vivid life, now turns
to the Pacific theater and how the impact of war can alter young lives forever.
Who Put That Hair in My Toothbrush? - Jerry Spinelli 2014-07-15
Who Put That Hair in My Toothbrush? Sibling rivalry at its finest! Whether it's on the hockey ice, at school,
or at home, Greg and Megin just can't seem to get along. She calls him Grosso, he calls her Megamouth.
They battle with donuts, cockroaches, and hair. Will it take a tragedy for them to realize how much they
actually care for each other?
Mini-lessons for Literature Circles - Harvey Daniels 2004
Harvey Daniels' Literature Circles introduced tens of thousands of teachers to the power of student-led
book discussions. Nancy Steineke's Reading and Writing Together showed how a teacher can nurture
friendship and collaboration among young readers. Now, Daniels and Steineke team up to focus on one
crucial element of the Literature Circle model; the short, teacher-directed lessons that begin, guide and
follow-up every successful book club meeting. Mini-lessons are the secret to book clubs that click. Each of
these forty-five short, focused, and practical lessons includes Nancy and Harvey's actual classroom
language and is formatted to help busy teachers with point-by-point answers to the questions they most
frequently ask. How can I: steer my students toward deeper comprehension? get kids interested in each
others' ideas? make sure kids choose just-right books? help students schedule their reading and meeting
time? deal with kids who don't do the reading? get kids to pay more attention to literary style and
structure? help special education and ELL students to participate actively in book clubs? get kids to expand
their repertoire of reading strategies? make sure groups are on-task when I'm not looking over their
shoulder? introduce writing tools (including role sheets) that support student discussion'. help shy or
dominating members get the right amount of "airtime?" give grades for book clubs without ruining the fun?
use scientific research to justify the classroom time I spend on literature circles? Each mini-lesson spells
out everything from the time and materials needed to word-by-word instructions for students. The authors
even warn "what could go wrong," helping teachers to avoid predictable management problems. With
abundant student examples, reproducible forms, photographs of kids in action, and recommended reading
lists, Mini-lessons for Literature Circles helps you deepen student book discussions, create lifelong readers,
and build a respectful classroom community.
Smiles to Go - Jerry Spinelli 2009-10-13
What is stargazer, skateboarder, chess champ, pepperoni pizza eater, older brother, sister hater, best
friend, first kisser, science geek, control freak Will Tuppence so afraid of in this great big universe? Jerry
Spinelli knows.
Milkweed - Jerry Spinelli 2003-09-09
A stunning novel of the Holocaust from Newbery Medalist, Jerry Spinelli. And don't miss the author's highly
anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! He's a boy called Jew. Gypsy. Stopthief. Filthy son of Abraham.
He's a boy who lives in the streets of Warsaw. He's a boy who steals food for himself, and the other
orphans. He's a boy who believes in bread, and mothers, and angels. He's a boy who wants to be a Nazi,
with tall, shiny jackboots of his own-until the day that suddenly makes him change his mind. And when the
trains come to empty the Jews from the ghetto of the damned, he's a boy who realizes it's safest of all to be
nobody. Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli takes us to one of the most devastating settings imaginable-Nazioccupied Warsaw during World War II-and tells a tale of heartbreak, hope, and survival through the bright
eyes of a young Holocaust orphan.
Punished! - David Lubar 2011-08-01
Logan and his friend Benedict run into the wrong guy at the library - literally. When Logan slams into the
reference guy in the basement and gives him a little lip, Logan gets punished, really and truly punished. He
has three days to complete three tasks before Professor Wordsworth will lift the magical punishment that
keeps getting Logan in even more trouble.
Stargirl - Jerry Spinelli 2004-05-11
ONE OF TIME MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME • NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A
modern-day classic from Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli, this beloved celebration of individuality is now an
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original movie on Disney+! And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday!
Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of color and sound, the hallways hum with
the murmur of “Stargirl, Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’ s heart with just one smile. She sparks a
school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The students of Mica High are enchanted. At first. Then they
turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and
desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can destroy her: normal. In this celebration of
nonconformity, Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli weaves a tense, emotional tale about the perils of
popularity and the thrill and inspiration of first love. Don’t miss the sequel, Love, Stargirl, as well as The
Warden’s Daughter, a novel about another girl who can't help but stand out. “Spinelli is a poet of the
prepubescent. . . . No writer guides his young characters, and his readers, past these pitfalls and challenges
and toward their futures with more compassion.” —The New York Times
Restart - Gordon Korman 2017-05-30
The amazing New York Times bestseller about what you can do when life gives you a second chance.
Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He doesn't
remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a hospital room and
suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own name. He knows he's Chase. But
who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that different kids have very different reactions to his
return. Some kids treat him like a hero. Some kids are clearly afraid of him. One girl in particular is so
angry with him that she pours her frozen yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. Pretty soon, it's not
only a question of who Chase is -- it's a question of who he was . . . and who he's going to be. From the #1
bestselling author of Swindle and Slacker, Restart is the spectacular story of a kid with a messy past who
has to figure out what it means to get a clean start.
Saving Sweetness - Diane Stanley 2004-04-08
Space Station Seventh Grade - Jerry Spinelli 2014-07-15
Now a seventh grader, Jason finds out the hard way just how different things are where ninth graders are
the kings.
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli - Anita Yeoman 2006
See You at Harry's - Jo Knowles 2012-05-08
Starting middle school brings all the usual challenges — until the unthinkable happens, and Fern and her
family must find a way to heal. Twelve-year-old Fern feels invisible. It seems as though everyone in her
family has better things to do than pay attention to her: Mom (when she’s not meditating) helps Dad run
the family restaurant; Sarah is taking a gap year after high school; and Holden pretends that Mom and Dad
and everyone else doesn’t know he’s gay, even as he fends off bullies at school. Then there’s Charlie: three
years old, a “surprise” baby, the center of everyone’s world. He’s devoted to Fern, but he’s annoying, too,
always getting his way, always dirty, always commanding attention. If it wasn’t for Ran, Fern’s calm and
positive best friend, there’d be nowhere to turn. Ran’s mantra, “All will be well,” is soothing in a way that
nothing else seems to be. And when Ran says it, Fern can almost believe it’s true. But then tragedy strikesand Fern feels not only more alone than ever, but also responsible for the accident that has wrenched her
family apart. All will not be well. Or at least all will never be the same.
Charlie Joe Jackson's Guide to Not Reading - Tommy Greenwald 2011-07-05
Charlie Joe Jackson may be the most reluctant reader ever born. And so far, he's managed to get through
life without ever reading an entire book from cover to cover. But now that he's in middle school, avoiding
reading isn't as easy as it used to be. And when his friend Timmy McGibney decides that he's tired of
covering for him, Charlie Joe finds himself resorting to desperate measures to keep his perfect record
intact. Charlie Joe Jackson's Guide to Not Reading by Tommy Greenwald is the hilarious story of an avid
non-reader and the extreme lengths to which he'll go to get out of reading a book.
Easy Mini-Lessons for Building Vocabulary - Laura Robb 1999
Offers ideas for fourth- to eighth-grade English classes
Bread for Words - Shana Keller 2020-01-15
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Frederick Douglass knew where he was born but not when. He knew his grandmother but not his father.
And as a young child, there were other questions, such as Why am I a slave? Answers to those questions
might have eluded him but Douglass did know for certain that learning to read and to write would be the
first step in his quest for freedom and his fight for equality. Told from first-person perspective, this picturebook biography draws from the real-life experiences of a young Frederick Douglass and his attempts to
learn how to read and write. Author Shana Keller (Ticktock Banneker's Clock) personalizes the text for
young readers, using some of Douglass's own words. The lyrical title comes from how Douglass "paid" other
children to teach him.
The Kids' Book Club Book - Judy Gelman 2007-05-10
The first complete guide-for use by adults and children-to creating fun and educational book clubs for kids.
As authors of The Book Club Cookbook, the classic guide to integrating great food and food-related
discussion into book club gatherings, Judy Gelman and Vicki Levy Krupp hear a common refrain from
parents, librarians, teachers, community leaders and kids themselves: "How about writing a book for kids'
book clubs?" Indeed, in recent years youth organizations, parents, libraries, schools, and our local, state,
and federal governments have launched thousands of book clubs for children as a way to counter falling
literacy rates and foster a love of reading. Based on surveys representing five hundred youth book clubs
across the country and interviews with parents, kids, educators, and librarians, The Kids' Book Club Book
features: _- the top fifty favorite book club reads for children ages eight to eighteen; _- ideas and advice on
forming great kids' book clubs-and tips for kids who want to start their own book clubs; _- recipes,
activities, and insights from such bestselling children's book authors as Christopher Paolini, Lois Lowry,
Jerry Spinelli, Nancy Farmer, Christopher Paul Curtis, Andrew Clements, Laurie Halse Anderson, Norton
Juster, and many others. From recipes for the Dump Punch and egg salad sandwiches included in Kate
DiCamillo's Because of Winn-Dixie to instructionson how to make soap carvings like the ones left in the
knot-hole of a tree in Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, this book provides a bounty of ideas for making
every kids' book club a success.
Maniac Magee - Jerry Spinelli 2014-01-28
A Newbery Medal winning modern classic about a racially divided small town and a boy who runs. Jeffrey
Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident hadn't made him an orphan. After
living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run
away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided
small town with his amazing and legendary feats.
Writer's Craft: Models, Lessons, and More - RuthAnn Shauf 2004-08-15

Newbery Honor Book * ALA Notable Children's Book "Deeply felt. Presents a moral question with great
care and sensitivity." —The New York Times "A spellbinding story about rites of passage." —Publishers
Weekly (starred review) "A realistic story with the intensity of a fable." —The Horn Book (starred review)
"Thought-provoking." —School Library Journal (starred review) In Palmer LaRue's hometown of Waymer,
turning ten is the biggest event of a boy's life. But for Palmer, his tenth birthday is not something to look
forward to, but something to dread. Then one day, a visitor appears on his windowsill, and Palmer knows
that this, more than anything else, is a sign that his time is up. Somehow, he must learn how to stop being
afraid and stand up for what he believes in. Wringer is a powerful tour de force from Newbery Medal
winner Jerry Spinelli.
Spider Boy - Ralph J. Fletcher 2009
Told in journal style that's ideal for boys and reluctant readers, this novel about a boy with a love of spiders
is sure to appeal to arachnophiles and aracnophobes alike.
Rules - Cynthia Lord 2008
Knots in My Yo-Yo String - Jerry Spinelli 2009-01-21
Newbery medalist Jerry Spinelli has penned his early autobiography with all the warmth, humor, and drama
of his best-selling fiction. And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead Wednesday! "A
master of those embarrassing, gloppy, painful, and suddenly wonderful things that happen on the razor's
edge between childhood and full-fledged adolescence" --The Washington Post From first memories through
high school, including first kiss, first punch, first trip to the principal's office, and first humiliating sports
experience, this is not merely an account of a highly unusual childhood. Rather, like Spinelli's fiction, its
appeal lies in the accessibility and universality of his life. Entertaining and fast-paced, this is a highly
readable memoir-- a must-have for Spinelli fans of all ages.
The Library Card - Jerry Spinelli 1998
The lives of four young people in very different circumstances are changed by their encounters with a
mysterious library card that introduces them to the world of books and reading. Reprint.
Donavan's Word Jar - Monalisa DeGross 2018-12-31
The classic story about the power of words. Donavan Allen doesn’t collect coins, comics, or trading cards
like most kids. He collects words—big words, little words, soft words, and silly words. Whenever Donavan
finds a new word, he writes it on a slip of paper and puts it in his word jar. But one day, Donavan discovers
that his word jar is full. He can’t put any new words in without taking some of the old words out—and he
wants to keep all his words. Donavan doesn’t know what to do, until a visit to his grandma provides him
with the perfect solution.
Froggy Goes to the Library - Jonathan London 2016-03-15
Froggy loves the library! When Froggy and Mom and Pollywogilina set out for the library, Froggy brings a
wheelbarrow to hold all the books he plans to borrow. There are so many to choose from: Dinosaur books!
Books about Space Frog! Froggy is so excited that he forgets to use his indoor voice. Readers enjoy
Froggy’s antics, and so does Miss Otterbottom, the librarian. “Come again soon, Froggy,” she says.
Eggs - Jerry Spinelli 2007-06-01
Nine-year-old David has recently lost his mother to a freak accident, his salesman father is constantly on
the road, and he is letting his anger out on his grandmother. Sarcastic and bossy 13-year-old Primrose lives
with her childlike, fortuneteller mother, and a framed picture is the only evidence of the father she never
knew. Despite their differences, David and Primrose forge a tight yet tumultuous friendship, eventually
helping each other deal with what is missing in their lives. This powerful, quirky novel about two very
complicated, damaged children has much to say about friendship, loss, and recovery.
Stay - Bobbie Pyron 2019-08-13
Fans of Pax and A Dog’s Way Home will love this heartwarming story of a girl living in a shelter and the
homeless dog she’s determined to reunite with his family. Piper’s life is turned upside down when her
family moves into a shelter in a whole new city. She misses her house, her friends, and her privacy—and
she hates being labeled the homeless girl at her new school. But while Hope House offers her new
challenges, it also brings new friendships, like the girls in Firefly Girls Troop 423 and a sweet street dog

Fourth Grade Rats - Jerry Spinelli 2012-09-01
A fast, fun, friendship read from the Newbery-award winning author of Maniac Magee. Fourth graders are
tough. They aren't afraid of spiders. They say no to their moms. They push first graders off the swings. And
they never, ever cry. Suds knows that now that he's in fourth grade, he's supposed to be a rat. But
whenever he tries to act like one, something goes wrong. Can Suds's friend Joey teach him to toughen
up...or will Suds remain a fourth grade wimp?
Loser - Jerry Spinelli 2009-10-13
From renowned Newbery-winning author Jerry Spinelli comes a powerful story about how not fitting in just
might lead to an incredible life. This classic book is perfect for fans of Gordon Korman and Carl Hiaasen.
Just like other kids, Zinkoff rides his bike, hopes for snow days, and wants to be like his dad when he grows
up. But Zinkoff also raises his hand with all the wrong answers, trips over his own feet, and falls down with
laughter over a word like "Jabip." Other kids have their own word to describe him, but Zinkoff is too busy to
hear it. He doesn't know he's not like everyone else. And one winter night, Zinkoff's differences show that
any name can someday become "hero." With some of his finest writing to date and great wit and humor,
Jerry Spinelli creates a story about a boy's individuality surpassing the need to fit in and the genuine
importance of failure. As readers follow Zinkoff from first through sixth grade, it becomes impossible not to
identify with and root for him through failures and triumphs. The perfect classroom read.
Wringer - Jerry Spinelli 2009-10-13
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named Baby. So when Baby’s person goes missing, Piper knows she has to help. But helping means finding
the courage to trust herself and her new friends, no matter what anyone says about them—before Baby gets
taken away for good. Told in alternating perspectives, this classic and heartfelt animal tale proclaims the
importance of hope, the power of story, and the true meaning of home.
The One Man - Andrew Gross 2016-08-23
“As moving as it is gripping. A winner on all fronts.”—Booklist (starred review) “Heart-pounding...This is
Gross’s best work yet, with his heart and soul imprinted on every page.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)
Poland. 1944. Alfred Mendl and his family are brought on a crowded train to a Nazi concentration camp
after being caught trying to flee Paris with forged papers. His family is torn away from him on arrival, his
life’s work burned before his eyes. To the guards, he is just another prisoner, but in fact Mendl—a
renowned physicist—holds knowledge that only two people in the world possess. And the other is already at
work for the Nazi war machine. Four thousand miles away, in Washington, DC, Intelligence lieutenant
Nathan Blum routinely decodes messages from occupied Poland. Having escaped the Krakow ghetto as a
teenager after the Nazis executed his family, Nathan longs to do more for his new country in the war. But
never did he expect the proposal he receives from “Wild” Bill Donovan, head of the OSS: to sneak into the
most guarded place on earth, a living hell, on a mission to find and escape with one man, the one man the
Allies believe can ensure them victory in the war. Bursting with compelling characters and tense story
lines, this historical thriller from New York Times bestseller Andrew Gross is a deeply affecting,
unputdownable series of twists and turns through a landscape at times horrifyingly familiar but still
completely new and compelling.
Love, Stargirl - Jerry Spinelli 2007-08-14
The New York Times bestselling sequel to Newbery Medalist Jerry Spinelli’s modern-day classic Stargirl,
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now an original film on Disney+! And don't miss the author's highly anticipated new novel, Dead
Wednesday! Love, Stargirl picks up a year after Stargirl ends and reveals the new life of the beloved
character who moved away so suddenly at the end of Stargirl. The novel takes the form of "the world's
longest letter," in diary form, going from date to date through a little more than a year's time. In her
writing, Stargirl mixes memories of her bittersweet time in Mica, Arizona, with involvements with new
people in her life. In Love, Stargirl, we hear the voice of Stargirl herself as she reflects on time, life, Leo,
and - of course - love. “Spinelli is a poet of the prepubescent. . . . No writer guides his young characters,
and his readers, past these pitfalls and challenges and toward their futures with more compassion.” —The
New York Times
Brown Girl Dreaming - Jacqueline Woodson 2016-10-11
Jacqueline Woodson's National Book Award and Newbery Honor winner is a powerful memoir that tells the
moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse. A President Obama "O" Book Club pick Raised in
South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares
what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim
Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both
accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in
the world. Woodson’s eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories,
despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of stories inspired her and stayed with
her, creating the first sparks of the gifted writer she was to become. Includes 7 additional poems, including
"Brown Girl Dreaming." Praise for Jacqueline Woodson: "Ms. Woodson writes with a sure understanding of
the thoughts of young people, offering a poetic, eloquent narrative that is not simply a story . . . but a
mature exploration of grown-up issues and self-discovery.”—The New York Times Book Review
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