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How to Be a Leader - Plutarch 2019-11-05
Classicist Beneker translates three political essays written by the philosopher, statesman, and moralist
Plutarch of Chaeronia. These essays are timeless reflections on the proper way to lead and serve, publicly,
at least with respect to the European and American political traditions.
The Missing Cryptoqueen - Jamie Bartlett 2022-06-28
175 countries, four billion dollars, one scam: the thrilling rise and fall of the biggest cryptocurrency con in
history and the woman behind it all In 2016, on stage at Wembley Arena in front of thousands of adoring
fans, Dr. Ruja Ignatova promised her followers a financial revolution. The future, she said, belonged to
cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin. And the Oxford-educated, self-styled cryptoqueen vowed that she had
invented the Bitcoin Killer. OneCoin would not only earn its investors untold fortunes; it would change the
world. By March 2017, more than $4 billion had been invested in OneCoin in countries all around the world.
But by October 2017, Ruja Ignatova had disappeared, and it slowly became clear that her revolutionary
cryptocurrency was not all it seemed. Fortune was left asking, “Is OneCoin the biggest financial fraud in
history?” In The Missing Cryptoqueen, acclaimed tech journalist Jamie Bartlett tells the story he began in
his smash hit BBC podcast, entering the murky worlds of little-regulated cryptocurrencies and multilevel
marketing schemes. Through a globe-crossing investigation into the criminal underworlds, corrupt
governments, and the super-rich, he reveals a very modern tale of intrigue, techno-hype and herd madness
that allowed OneCoin to become a million-person pyramid scheme—where, at the top, investors were
making millions and, at the bottom, people were putting their livelihoods at risk. It’s the inside story of the
smartest and biggest scam of the 21st Century—and the genius behind it, who is still on the run.
Billion Dollar Lessons - Paul B. Carroll 2008-09-11
”This book is your chance to learn from others’ mistakes.”-- Entrepreneur In the 1960s, IBM CEO Tom
Watson called an executive into his office after his venture lost $10 million. The man assumed he was being
fired. Watson told him, “Fired? Hell, I spent $10 million educating you. I just want to be sure you learned
the right lessons.” There are thousands of books about successful companies but virtually none about the
lessons to be learned from those that crash and burn. Now Paul Carroll and Chunka Mui draw on research
into more than 750 flameouts to reveal the seven biggest reasons for business failure.
Billion Dollar Hollywood Heist - Houston Curtis 2020-03-24
“Right out of the gate, the entire game was designed to empty the pockets of those rich, celeb-loving LA
suckers.”—Houston Curtis Leonardo DiCaprio. Alex Rodriguez. Tobey Maguire. Ben Affleck. Matt Damon.
John Cassavetes. What do these people have in common? Not just fame and fortune; all these men are also
alumni of the ultra-exclusive, high-stakes poker ring that inspired Aaron Sorkin’s Oscar-nominated film,
Molly’s Game. But Houston Curtis, the card shark who co-founded the game with Tobey Maguire, knows
that Sorkin’s is the whitewashed version. In Billion Dollar Hollywood Heist, Curtis goes all-in, revealing the
true story behind the game. From its origins with Maguire to staking DiCaprio’s first game, installing Molly
Bloom, avoiding the hookers and blow down the hall, and weathering the FBI investigation that left Curtis
with a lien on his house, this is the no-holds-barred account of the world’s most exclusive Texas Hold ’Em
game from the man who started it—with all the names and salacious details that Molly’s Game left out.
With the insider appeal of Rounders, more A-listers than Ocean’s 11, and the excitement of The Sting,

Billion Dollar Hollywood Heist is the untold, insider’s story that makes Molly’s Game look tame.
The Wizard of Lies - Diana B. Henriques 2011-04-26
The inside story of Bernie Madoff and his $65 billion Ponzi scheme, with surprising and shocking new
details from Madoff himself. Who is Bernie Madoff, and how did he pull off the biggest Ponzi scheme in
history? These questions have fascinated people ever since the news broke about the respected New York
financier who swindled his friends, relatives, and other investors out of $65 billion through a fraud that
lasted for decades. Many have speculated about what might have happened or what must have happened,
but no reporter has been able to get the full story -- until now. In The Wizard of Lies, Diana B. Henriques of
The New York Times -- who has led the paper's coverage of the Madoff scandal since the day the story
broke -- has written the definitive book on the man and his scheme, drawing on unprecedented access and
more than one hundred interviews with people at all levels and on all sides of the crime, including Madoff's
first interviews for publication since his arrest. Henriques also provides vivid details from the various
lawsuits, government investigations, and court filings that will explode the myths that have come to
surround the story. A true-life financial thriller, The Wizard of Lies contrasts Madoff's remarkable rise on
Wall Street, where he became one of the country's most trusted and respected traders, with dramatic
scenes from his accelerating slide toward self-destruction. It is also the most complete account of the
heartbreaking personal disasters and landmark legal battles triggered by Madoff's downfall -- the suicides,
business failures, fractured families, shuttered charities -- and the clear lessons this timeless scandal offers
to Washington, Wall Street, and Main Street.
Blood and Oil - Bradley Hope 2020-09-01
From award-winning Wall Street Journal reporters comes a revelatory look at the inner workings of the
world's most powerful royal family, and how the struggle for succession produced Saudi Arabia's
charismatic but ruthless Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, aka MBS.​ 35-year-old Mohammed bin
Salman's sudden rise stunned the world. Political and business leaders such as former UK prime minister
Tony Blair and WME chairman Ari Emanuel flew out to meet with the crown prince and came away
convinced that his desire to reform the kingdom was sincere. He spoke passionately about bringing women
into the workforce and toning down Saudi Arabia's restrictive Islamic law. He lifted the ban on women
driving and explored investments in Silicon Valley. But MBS began to betray an erratic interior beneath the
polish laid on by scores of consultants and public relations experts like McKinsey & Company. The
allegations of his extreme brutality and excess began to slip out, including that he ordered the
assassination of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. While stamping out dissent by holding 300 people, including
prominent members of the Saudi royal family, in the Ritz-Carlton hotel and elsewhere for months, he
continued to exhibit his extreme wealth, including buying a $70 million chateau in Europe and one of the
world's most expensive yachts. It seemed that he did not understand nor care about how the outside world
would react to his displays of autocratic muscle—what mattered was the flex. Blood and Oil is a gripping
work of investigative journalism about one of the world's most decisive and dangerous new leaders. Hope
and Scheck show how MBS' precipitous rise coincided with the fraying of the simple bargain that had been
at the head of US-Saudi relations for more than 80 years: oil, for military protection. Caught in his net are
well-known US bankers, Hollywood figures, and politicians, all eager to help the charming and crafty crown
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prince. The Middle East is already a volatile region. Add to the mix an ambitious prince with extraordinary
powers, hunger for lucre, a tight relationship with the White House through President Trump's son in law
Jared Kushner, and an apparent willingness to break anything—and anyone—that gets in the way of his
vision, and the stakes of his rise are bracing. If his bid fails, Saudi Arabia has the potential to become an
unstable failed state and a magnet for Islamic extremists. And if his bid to transform his country succeeds,
even in part, it will have reverberations around the world. Longlisted for the Financial Times & McKinsey
Business Book of the Year Award
Billion Dollar Whale - Tom Wright 2018-09-18
Named a Best Book of 2018 by the Financial Times and Fortune, this "thrilling" (Bill Gates) New York Times
bestseller exposes how a "modern Gatsby" swindled over $5 billion with the aid of Goldman Sachs in "the
heist of the century" (Axios). Now a #1 international bestseller, BILLION DOLLAR WHALE is "an epic tale
of white-collar crime on a global scale" (Publishers Weekly, starred review), revealing how a young social
climber from Malaysia pulled off one of the biggest heists in history. In 2009, a chubby, mild-mannered
graduate of the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business named Jho Low set in motion a
fraud of unprecedented gall and magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great threat to the
global financial system. Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others, siphoned billions of
dollars from an investment fund--right under the nose of global financial industry watchdogs. Low used the
money to finance elections, purchase luxury real estate, throw champagne-drenched parties, and even to
finance Hollywood films like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his yacht and private jet
reportedly seized by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in the United States, Low had
become an international fugitive, even as the U.S. Department of Justice continued its investigation.
BILLION DOLLAR WHALE has joined the ranks of Liar's Poker, Den of Thieves, and Bad Blood as a classic
harrowing parable of hubris and greed in the financial world.
American Kingpin - Nick Bilton 2017-05-02
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER. The unbelievable true story of the man who built a billion-dollar online
drug empire from his bedroom—and almost got away with it In 2011, a twenty-six-year-old libertarian
programmer named Ross Ulbricht launched the ultimate free market: the Silk Road, a clandestine Web site
hosted on the Dark Web where anyone could trade anything—drugs, hacking software, forged passports,
counterfeit cash, poisons—free of the government’s watchful eye. It wasn’t long before the media got wind
of the new Web site where anyone—not just teenagers and weed dealers but terrorists and black hat
hackers—could buy and sell contraband detection-free. Spurred by a public outcry, the federal government
launched an epic two-year manhunt for the site’s elusive proprietor, with no leads, no witnesses, and no
clear jurisdiction. All the investigators knew was that whoever was running the site called himself the
Dread Pirate Roberts. The Silk Road quickly ballooned into $1.2 billion enterprise, and Ross embraced his
new role as kingpin. He enlisted a loyal crew of allies in high and low places, all as addicted to the danger
and thrill of running an illegal marketplace as their customers were to the heroin they sold. Through his
network he got wind of the target on his back and took drastic steps to protect himself—including ordering
a hit on a former employee. As Ross made plans to disappear forever, the Feds raced against the clock to
catch a man they weren’t sure even existed, searching for a needle in the haystack of the global Internet.
Drawing on exclusive access to key players and two billion digital words and images Ross left behind,
Vanity Fair correspondent and New York Times bestselling author Nick Bilton offers a tale filled with twists
and turns, lucky breaks and unbelievable close calls. It’s a story of the boy next door’s ambition gone
criminal, spurred on by the clash between the new world of libertarian-leaning, anonymous, decentralized
Web advocates and the old world of government control, order, and the rule of law. Filled with
unforgettable characters and capped by an astonishing climax, American Kingpin might be dismissed as too
outrageous for fiction. But it’s all too real.
The Seventh Sense - Joshua Cooper Ramo 2016-05-17
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Winner of the getAbstract 17th
International Book Award "The Seventh Sense is a concept every businessman, diplomat, or student should
aspire to master--a powerful idea, backed by stories and figures that will be impossible to forget." -- Walter
Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs and Leonardo da Vinci Endless terror. Refugee waves. An unfixable global

economy. Surprising election results. New billion-dollar fortunes. Miracle medical advances. What if they
were all connected? What if you could understand why? The Seventh Sense is the story of what all of
today's successful figures see and feel: the forces that are invisible to most of us but explain everything
from explosive technological change to uneasy political ripples. The secret to power now is understanding
our new age of networks. Not merely the Internet, but also webs of trade, finance, and even DNA. Based on
his years of advising generals, CEOs, and politicians, Ramo takes us into the opaque heart of our world's
rapidly connected systems and teaches us what the losers are not yet seeing--and what the victors of this
age already know.
Billion Dollar Loser - Reeves Wiedeman 2021-07-06
A Wall Street Journal Business Bestseller "Vivid, carefully reported drama that readers will gulp down as if
it were a fast-paced novel" (Ken Auletta) The inside story of WeWork and its CEO, Adam Neumann, which
tells the remarkable saga of one of the most audacious, and improbable, rises and falls in American
business history In its earliest days, WeWork promised the impossible: to make the American work place
cool. Adam Neumann, an immigrant determined to make his fortune in the United States, landed on the
idea of repurposing surplus New York office space for the burgeoning freelance class. Over the course of
ten years, WeWork attracted billions of dollars from some of the most sought-after investors in the world,
while spending it to build a global real estate empire that he insisted was much more than that: an
organization that aspired to nothing less than "elevating the world's consciousness." Moving between New
York real estate, Silicon Valley venture capital, and the very specific force field of spirituality and ambition
erected by Adam Neumann himself, Billion Dollar Loser lays bare the internal drama inside WeWork. Based
on more than two hundred interviews, this book chronicles the breakneck speed at which WeWork's CEO
built and grew his company along with Neumann's relationship to a world of investors, including Masayoshi
Son of Softbank, who fueled its chaotic expansion into everything from apartment buildings to elementary
schools. Culminating in a day-by-day account of the five weeks leading up to WeWork's botched IPO and
Neumann's dramatic ouster, Wiedeman exposes the story of the company's desperate attempt to secure the
funding it needed in the final moments of a decade defined by excess. Billion Dollar Loser is the first book
to indelibly capture the highly leveraged, all-blue-sky world of American business in President Trump's first
term, and also offers a sober reckoning with its fallout as a new era begins.
Money Men - Dan McCrum 2022-06-16
'The financial investigation of the decade... Money Men instantly enters the canon of great financial crime
books' Bradley Hope, author of The Billion Dollar Whale 'A rip-roaring ride into the underworld of the
global economy' Tom Burgis, author of Kleptopia 'Required reading' The Economist 'A cross between the
Enron scandal and Rosemary's Baby' John Lanchester, London Review of Books 'Reads like a crime drama'
New Statesman 'The culmination of years of careful investigative work... Gripping' Evening Standard 'A
thrilling, head-spinning book' Irish Times 'A rollercoaster read that reveals everything that's wrong with our
financial system' Catherine Belton Now adapted as the Netflix documentary Skandal!, this is the stranger-
than-fiction story of Wirecard, once a $30 billion tech darling, now a smouldering wreck, by the journalist
who brought it crashing down - perfect for those who loved Bad Blood and Empire of Pain. When journalist
Dan McCrum followed a tip to investigate the hot new tech company challenging Silicon Valley, everything
about Wirecard looked a little too good to be true: offices were sprouting up around the world, it was
reporting runaway growth and the CEO even wore a black turtleneck in tribute to Steve Jobs. In the space
of a few short years, the company had come from nowhere to overtake industry giants like Commerzbank
and Deutsche Bank on the stock market. As McCrum dug deeper, he encountered a story stranger and
more dangerous than he ever imagined: a world of short sellers and whistleblowers, pornographers and
private militias, hackers and spies. Before long he realised that he wasn't the only one in pursuit. Shadowy
figures were following him through the streets of London, high-flying lawyers were sending ominous letters
to his boss, and he was named as the prime suspect in a criminal inquiry. The race was on to prove his
suspicions and clear his name. Money Men is the astonishing true story of Wirecard's multi-billion-dollar
fraud, Europe's biggest new tech darling revealed as a house of cards. Uncovering fake bank accounts, fake
offices and possibly even a fake death, McCrum offers a searing exposé that will finally lay bare the truth.
Ruse - Robert Kerbeck 2022-02-22
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“Kerbeck’s juicy memoir tells riveting tales [with] the thrill of a spy novel. . . Kerbeck bares all of his wild
business secrets within the world of corporate espionage” --Foreword Reviews "Robert Kerbeck has
mastered the art of social engineering, or what he calls 'rusing', and taken it to a whole new level." —Frank
Abagnale, author of Catch Me If You Can B-list actor, A-list corporate spy In the world of high finance,
multibillion-dollar Wall Street banks greedily guard their secrets. Enter Robert Kerbeck, a working actor
who made his real money lying on the phone, charming people into revealing their employers’ most
valuable information. In this exhilarating memoir that will appeal to fans of The Wolf of Wall Street and
Catch Me If You Can, unsuspecting receptionists, assistants, and bigshot executives all fall victim to “the
Ruse.” After college, Kerbeck rushed to New York to try to make it as an actor. But to support himself, he’d
need a survival job, and before he knew it, while his pals were waiting tables, he began his apprenticeship
as a corporate spy. As his acting career started to take off, he found himself hobnobbing with Hollywood
luminaries: drinking with Paul Newman, taking J.Lo to a Dodgers game, touring E.R. sets with George
Clooney. He even worked with O.J. Simpson the week before he became America’s most notorious double
murderer. Before long, however, his once promising acting career slowed while the corporate espionage
business took off. The ruse job was supposed to have been temporary, but Kerbeck became one of the
world’s best practitioners of this deceptive—and illegal—trade. His income jumped from tens of thousands
to hundreds of thousands to millions of dollars a year. Until the inevitable crash… Kerbeck shares the lies
he told, the celebrities he screwed (and those who screwed him), the cons he ran, and the money he
made—and lost—along the way.
No One Would Listen - Harry Markopolos 2011-02-08
Harry Markopolos and his team of financial sleuths discuss first-hand how they cracked the Madoff Ponzi
scheme No One Would Listen is the thrilling story of how the Harry Markopolos, a little-known number
cruncher from a Boston equity derivatives firm, and his investigative team uncovered Bernie Madoff's scam
years before it made headlines, and how they desperately tried to warn the government, the industry, and
the financial press. Page by page, Markopolos details his pursuit of the greatest financial criminal in
history, and reveals the massive fraud, governmental incompetence, and criminal collusion that has
changed thousands of lives forever-as well as the world's financial system. The only book to tell the story of
Madoff's scam and the SEC's failings by those who saw both first hand Describes how Madoff was enabled
by investors and fiduciaries alike Discusses how the SEC missed the red flags raised by Markopolos Despite
repeated written and verbal warnings to the SEC by Harry Markopolos, Bernie Madoff was allowed to
continue his operations. No One Would Listen paints a vivid portrait of Markopolos and his determined
team of financial sleuths, and what impact Madoff's scam will have on financial markets and regulation for
decades to come.
Hatching Twitter - Nick Bilton 2014-09-30
The dramatic, unlikely story behind the founding of Twitter, by New York Times bestselling author and
Vanity Fair special correspondent The San Francisco-based technology company Twitter has become a
powerful force in less than ten years. Today it’s everything from a tool for fighting political oppression in
the Middle East to a marketing must-have to the world’s living room during live TV events to President
Trump’s preferred method of communication. It has hundreds of millions of active users all over the world.
But few people know that it nearly fell to pieces early on. In this rousing history that reads like a novel,
Hatching Twitter takes readers behind the scenes of Twitter’s early exponential growth, following the four
hackers—Ev Williams, Jack Dorsey, Biz Stone, and Noah Glass, who created the cultural juggernaut
practically by accident. It’s a drama of betrayed friendships and high-stakes power struggles over money,
influence, and control over a company that was growing faster than they could ever imagine. Drawing on
hundreds of sources, documents, and internal e-mails, Bilton offers a rarely-seen glimpse of the inner
workings of technology startups, venture capital, and Silicon Valley culture.
Dark Towers - David Enrich 2020-02-18
#1 WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER * NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER New York Times finance
editor David Enrich's explosive exposé of the most scandalous bank in the world, revealing its shadowy ties
to Donald Trump, Putin's Russia, and Nazi Germany “A jaw-dropping financial thriller” —Philadelphia
Inquirer On a rainy Sunday in 2014, a senior executive at Deutsche Bank was found hanging in his London

apartment. Bill Broeksmit had helped build the 150-year-old financial institution into a global colossus, and
his sudden death was a mystery, made more so by the bank’s efforts to deter investigation. Broeksmit, it
turned out, was a man who knew too much. In Dark Towers, award-winning journalist David Enrich reveals
the truth about Deutsche Bank and its epic path of devastation. Tracing the bank’s history back to its
propping up of a default-prone American developer in the 1880s, helping the Nazis build Auschwitz, and
wooing Eastern Bloc authoritarians, he shows how in the 1990s, via a succession of hard-charging
executives, Deutsche made a fateful decision to pursue Wall Street riches, often at the expense of ethics
and the law. Soon, the bank was manipulating markets, violating international sanctions to aid terrorist
regimes, scamming investors, defrauding regulators, and laundering money for Russian oligarchs. Ever
desperate for an American foothold, Deutsche also started doing business with a self-promoting real estate
magnate nearly every other bank in the world deemed too dangerous to touch: Donald Trump. Over the
next twenty years, Deutsche executives loaned billions to Trump, the Kushner family, and an array of
scandal-tarred clients, including convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein. Dark Towers is the never-before-
told saga of how Deutsche Bank became the global face of financial recklessness and criminality—the
corporate equivalent of a weapon of mass destruction. It is also the story of a man who was consumed by
fear of what he’d seen at the bank—and his son’s obsessive search for the secrets he kept.
Billion Dollar Whale - Bradley Hope 2019-10-22
Named a Best Book of 2018 by the Financial Times and Fortune, this New York Times bestseller about the
1MDB scandal exposes how a "modern Gatsby" swindled over $5 billion with the aid of Goldman Sachs in
"the heist of the century" (Axios). Now a #1 international bestseller, BILLION DOLLAR WHALE is "an epic
tale of white-collar crime on a global scale" (Publishers Weekly, starred review), revealing how a young
social climber from Malaysia pulled off one of the biggest heists in history. In 2009, a chubby, mild-
mannered graduate of the University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business named Jho Low set in
motion a fraud of unprecedented gall and magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great
threat to the global financial system. Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others,
siphoned billions of dollars from an investment fund--right under the nose of global financial industry
watchdogs. Low used the money to finance elections, purchase luxury real estate, throw champagne-
drenched parties, and even to finance Hollywood films like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his
yacht and private jet reportedly seized by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in the
United States, Low had become an international fugitive, even as the U.S. Department of Justice continued
its investigation. BILLION DOLLAR WHALE has joined the ranks of Liar's Poker, Den of Thieves, and Bad
Blood as a classic harrowing parable of hubris and greed in the financial world.
Billions to Bust and Back - Thor Bjorgolfsson 2014-11-27
Thor Bjorgolfsson is a self-styled adventure capitalist with an addiction to debt and an insatiable appetite
for business deals who became Iceland's first billionaire. After 10 years establishing his financial empire
with alco-pops and beer in the lawless 'Wild East' of newly-capitalist Russia in the 1990s, he moved on to
merging, floating, spinning off and privatising businesses from Finland to Sweden, Poland, Bulgaria, Serbia,
Greece and the Czech Republic. On his 40th birthday, and worth $3.5 billion, he was sitting on top of the
world; only 250 people in it were richer than him. His most spectacular triumph was the takeover of
Iceland's second-largest bank, Landsbanki - he had expected his investment's value to double or treble in
four years, and instead it rose ten-fold. But when financial meltdown hit Iceland in October 2008,
Landsbanki crashed and burned, taking Bjorgolfsson with it. Within 12 months he had lost 3.3 billion euros
- 98.5% of his wealth - and was treated as a scapegoat in his native country for supposedly bringing about
the disaster. Faced with appalling debts, Bjorgolfsson has made good on his promises to repay his
creditors, and at the age of 47 is now a billionaire once again.
Freezing Order - Bill Browder 2022-04-12
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Following his explosive New York Times bestseller Red Notice, Bill
Browder returns with another gripping thriller chronicling how he became Vladimir Putin’s number one
enemy by exposing Putin’s campaign to steal and launder hundreds of billions of dollars and kill anyone
who stands in his way. When Bill Browder’s young Russian lawyer, Sergei Magnitsky, was beaten to death
in a Moscow jail, Browder made it his life’s mission to go after his killers and make sure they faced justice.
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The first step of that mission was to uncover who was behind the $230 million tax refund scheme that
Magnitsky was killed over. As Browder and his team tracked the money as it flowed out of Russia through
the Baltics and Cyprus and on to Western Europe and the Americas, they were shocked to discover that
Vladimir Putin himself was a beneficiary of the crime. As law enforcement agencies began freezing the
money, Putin retaliated. He and his cronies set up honey traps, hired process servers to chase Browder
through cities, murdered more of his Russian allies, and enlisted some of the top lawyers and politicians in
America to bring him down. Putin will stop at nothing to protect his money. As Freezing Order reveals, it
was Browder’s campaign to expose Putin’s corruption that prompted Russia’s intervention in the 2016 US
presidential election. At once a financial caper, an international adventure, and a passionate plea for
justice, Freezing Order is a stirring morality tale about how one man can take on one of the most ruthless
villains in the world—and win.
Billion Dollar Girl - Megan Shull 2022-09-13
"LUMINOUS and FULL OF HEART, this book is a STUNNING GEM." —Meg Cabot, #1 New York Times
best-selling author of the Princess Diaries and Airhead series From the bestselling author behind Disney’s
The Swap comes a profoundly moving novel about one girl’s unforgettable journey to discover that life’s
true jackpot might not be what it seems. Full of joy and moxie, Billion Dollar Girl grabs hold and won’t let
go. River Ryland is the girl everyone wants to be around. But this brave 13-year-old has a secret that's
getting harder and harder to hide: she lives mostly alone in a ramshackle, single-wide trailer with a mom
who drops in and out of her life. After a visit from Social Services goes horribly wrong, longing for security,
River sets off on the run. Soon, a case of mistaken identity gives River a chance to live a life that she had
never even dreamed. But, when her newfound safety is shattered, River discovers, against all odds—one in
307 million, to be exact—that life's true jackpot isn't anything that it seems. A simultaneously heart-
wrenching and exhilarating exploration of what we value, suspenseful and wise, Billion Dollar Girl is a
deeply-felt reminder that we are inexplicably intertwined; a hopeful story of our times.
The War on Journalism - Andrew Fowler 2015-08-03
Racked by public distrust, cowed by government surveillance and powerful corporations, the mainstream
media is in crisis. Newspapers which flourished for centuries and TV networks that once ruled the world
are failing. Andrew Fowler’s The War on Journalism tells how the media helped write its own epitaph.
Drawing on personal interviews and his background in investigative journalism, Fowler traces the decline
of the culture of truthbringing. It’s a tale of sackings, cutbacks and self-censoring editors, deals, threats
and government standover tactics. Alongside tabloids like the News of the World, notorious for phone
hacking, giants like the BBC, Australia’s ABC, The Washington Post and The New York Times, The Guardian
and Le Monde come under fire. When first WikiLeaks and then Edward Snowden blew the whistle, they did
more than reveal explosive secrets: they undermined establishment, or insider, media – where governments
‘leaked’ information to favoured reporters in return for sympathetic coverage. Along with lawyer-turned-
gonzo-journalist Glenn Greenwald, these outsiders challenged everyone from The Guardian on the left to
Rupert Murdoch’s global media empire on the right. The establishment fought back with draconian laws to
silence the new journalism. From the UK to the US to Australia, governments harass journalists,
threatening to jail both whistleblowers and those who publish their leaks. Staying one move ahead of
post-9/11 intelligence agencies is fraught. Every cell phone is a mobile tracking device. The public’s right to
know is a battleground. At stake are the kind of journalism that survives and the kind of world in which we
will live: democratic or dominated by executive government, unchallenged and unaccountable, spying on its
own citizens and producing fraudulent arguments to fight horrific wars. The internet – which promised
people easy access to information and each other – is now being used to produce a dark future. This is a
defining moment, not just for journalism but for us all.
Last Man Standing - Duff McDonald 2009-10-06
In the midst of the most disastrous economic climate of Wall Street’s history, one executive has weathered
the storm more deftly than any other: Jamie Dimon, chairman and CEO of JPMorgan Chase. In 2008, while
Dimon’s competitors watched their companies crumble, JPMorgan not only survived, it made an astonishing
$5 billion profit. Dimon’s continued triumph in the face of an industry-wide meltdown has made him a
paragon of finance. In Last Man Standing, award-winning journalist Duff McDonald provides an

unprecedented and deeply personal look at the extraordinary figure behind JPMorgan’s success. Using
countless hours of interviews with Dimon and his full circle of friends, family, and colleagues, this definitive
biography is by far the most comprehensive portrait of the man known as the Savior of Wall Street. Now, in
an updated prologue, McDonald offers insight into the future of Wall Street and how Dimon will overcome
the challenge of aggressive new regulation from Washington—and how he plans to continue to thrive as the
world’s preeminent banker.
I Choose to Stay - Salome Thomas-EL 2004
A teacher at Roberts Vaux Middle School in Philadelphia's inner city details how his determination to make
a difference as a positive role model and mentor led to victory in three major chess championships and to
the adoption of vital educational efforts that have had a lasting impact on the city. Reprint.
Built on a Lie - Owen Walker 2021-03-04
'This book should be sold with a bottle of blood-pressure pills. Walker's depiction is meticulous and
unsparing' The Times 'Vital financial journalism with heart' Emma Barnett, BBC The definitive account of
the Neil Woodford scandal from the award-winning FT journalist who first broke the story. This is the
gripping tale of Britain's top investor's fall from grace and the shattering consequences. The proud owner
of a sprawling £14m estate in the Cotswolds, boasting a stable of eventing horses, a fleet of supercars and
neighbouring the royal family, Neil Woodford was the most celebrated and successful British investor of his
generation. He spent years beating the market; betting against the dot com bubble in the 1990s and the
banks before the financial crash in 2008, making blockbuster returns for his investors and earning himself
a reputation of 'the man who made Middle England rich'. As famous for his fleet of fast cars and
ostentatious mansions, he was the rockstar fund manager that had the lifestyle to match. But, in 2019, after
a stream of poorly-judged investments, Woodford's asset management company collapsed, trapping
hundreds of thousands of rainy-day savers in his flagship fund and hanging £3.6bn in the balance. In Built
on a Lie, Financial Times reporter Owen Walker reveals the disastrous failings of Woodford, the greed and
opulence at the heart of his operation, the flaws of an industry in thrall to its star performers and the
dangers of limited regulation. With exclusive access to Woodford's inner circle, Walker will reveal the full,
jaw-dropping story of Europe's biggest investment scandal in a decade.
Singing Home the Whale - Mandy Hager 2014-09-05
An award-winning and extraordinary story of a boy who protects a baby whale that locals believe is
threatening their livelihood. Winner of the Margaret Mahy Book of the Year New Zealand Book Awards for
Children and Young Adults 2015 Young Adult Category Winner New Zealand Book Awards for Children and
Young Adults 2015 Storylines Notable Young Adult Fiction Award 2015 Will Jackson is hiding out, a city boy
reluctantly staying with his uncle in small town New Zealand while he struggles to recover from a brutal
attack and the aftermath of a humiliating YouTube clip gone viral. After he discovers a young abandoned
orca whale his life is further thrown into chaos, when he rallies to help protect it against hostile,
threatening interests. This threatens to tear apart the small fishing community and forever changes Will's
life. The boy and the whale develop a special bond, linked by Will's love of singing. With echoes of classic
book and film The whalerider this powerful connection is utterly convincing on the page. An exciting plot-
driven story full of drama, tension and romance, this magical book captures both heart and mind to hold the
reader enthralled from start to finish. These qualities, along with its lyrical use of language and its
compelling and persuasive exploration of many global concerns, makes this a beautifully touching, rich and
multi-layered story by an award-winning writer for young adults. Singing Home the Whale will appeal to all
readers of high-quality New Zealand fiction.
What Dies in Summer: A Novel - Tom Wright 2012-06-04
“A beautifully written and deeply engaging study of loss and innocence, suffused with chilling dread. A
haunting novel, a captivating debut; I loved it.”—S. J. Watson, author of Before I Go to Sleep “I did what I
did, and that’s on me.” From that tantalizing first sentence, Tom Wright sweeps us up in a tale of lost
innocence. Jim has a touch of the Sight. It’s nothing too spooky and generally useless, at least until the
summer his cousin L.A. moves in with him and their grandmother. When Jim and L.A. discover the body of a
girl, brutally raped and murdered in a field, an investigation begins that will put both their lives in danger.
In the spirit of The Lovely Bones and The Little Friend, What Dies in Summer is a novel that casts its spell
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on the very first page and leaves an indelible mark.
Lying for Money - Dan Davies 2021-03-09
An entertaining, deeply informative explanation of how high-level financial crimes work, written by an
industry insider who’s an expert in the field. The way most white-collar crime works is by manipulating
institutional psychology. That means creating something that looks as much as possible like a normal set of
transactions. The drama comes later, when it all unwinds. Financial crime seems horribly complicated, but
there are only so many ways you can con someone out of what’s theirs. In Lying for Money, veteran
regulatory economist and market analyst Dan Davies tells the story of fraud through a genealogy of
financial malfeasance, including: the Great Salad Oil swindle, the Pigeon King International fraud, the
fictional British colony of Poyais in South America, the Boston Ladies’ Deposit Company, the Portuguese
Banknote Affair, Theranos, and the Bre-X scam. Davies brings new insights into these schemes and shows
how all frauds, current and historical, belong to one of four categories (“long firm,” counterfeiting, control
fraud, and market crimes) and operate on the same basic principles. The only elements that change are the
victims, the scammers, and the terminology. Davies has years of experience picking the bones out of some
of the most famous frauds of the modern age. Now he reveals the big picture that emerges from their
labyrinths of deceit and explains how fraud has shaped the entire development of the modern world
economy.
The Sarawak Report - Clare Rewcastle Brown 2018

Billion Dollar Whale - Tom Wright 2018-09-18
Named a Best Book of 2018 by the Financial Times and Fortune, this "thrilling" (Bill Gates) New York Times
bestseller exposes how a "modern Gatsby" swindled over $5 billion with the aid of Goldman Sachs in "the
heist of the century" (Axios). Now a #1 international bestseller, Billion Dollar Whale is "an epic tale of
white-collar crime on a global scale" (Publishers Weekly), revealing how a young social climber from
Malaysia pulled off one of the biggest heists in history. In 2009, a chubby, mild-mannered graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania's Wharton School of Business named Jho Low set in motion a fraud of
unprecedented gall and magnitude--one that would come to symbolize the next great threat to the global
financial system. Over a decade, Low, with the aid of Goldman Sachs and others, siphoned billions of dollars
from an investment fund--right under the nose of global financial industry watchdogs. Low used the money
to finance elections, purchase luxury real estate, throw champagne-drenched parties, and even to finance
Hollywood films like The Wolf of Wall Street. By early 2019, with his yacht and private jet reportedly seized
by authorities and facing criminal charges in Malaysia and in the United States, Low had become an
international fugitive, even as the U.S. Department of Justice continued its investigation. Billion Dollar
Whale has joined the ranks of Liar's Poker, Den of Thieves, and Bad Blood as a classic harrowing parable of
hubris and greed in the financial world.
Flash Crash - Liam Vaughan 2020-05-12
"[An] extraordinary tale"—Wall Street Journal "Compelling [and] engaging"—Financial Times
"Magnificently detailed yet pacy...Think Trading Places meets Wall Street"—Sunday Times (UK) The
riveting story of a trading prodigy who amassed $70 million from his childhood bedroom—until the US
government accused him of helping trigger an unprecedented market collapse On May 6, 2010, financial
markets around the world tumbled simultaneously and without warning. In the span of five minutes, a
trillion dollars of valuation was lost. The Flash Crash, as it became known, represented what was then the
fastest drop in market history. When share values rebounded less than half an hour later, experts around
the globe were left perplexed. What had they just witnessed? Navinder Singh Sarao hardly seemed like a
man who would shake the world's financial markets to their core. Raised in a working-class neighborhood
in West London, Nav was a preternaturally gifted trader who played the markets like a computer game. By
the age of thirty, he had left behind London's "trading arcades," working instead out of his childhood home.
For years the money poured in. But when lightning-fast electronic traders infiltrated markets and started
eating into his profits, Nav built a system of his own to fight back. It worked—until 2015, when the FBI
arrived at his door. Depending on whom you ask, Sarao was a scourge, a symbol of a financial system run
horribly amok, or a folk hero who took on the tyranny of Wall Street and the high-frequency traders. A real-

life financial thriller, Flash Crash uncovers the remarkable, behind-the-scenes narrative of a mystifying
market crash, a globe-spanning investigation into international fraud, and a man at the center of them both.
The Mastermind - Evan Ratliff 2019-01-29
The incredible true story of the decade-long quest to bring down Paul Le Roux--the creator of a
frighteningly powerful Internet-enabled cartel who merged the ruthlessness of a drug lord with the
technological savvy of a Silicon Valley entrepreneur "Evan Ratliff has pried open a hidden world of high-
tech gangsters and drug kingpins and double-crossers and stone-cold hitmen."--David Grann, author of
Killers of the Flower Moon It all started as an online prescription drug network, supplying hundreds of
millions of dollars' worth of painkillers to American customers. It would not stop there. Before long, the
business had turned into a sprawling multinational conglomerate engaged in almost every conceivable
aspect of criminal mayhem. Yachts carrying $100 million in cocaine. Safe houses in Hong Kong filled with
gold bars. Shipments of methamphetamine from North Korea. Weapons deals with Iran. Mercenary armies
in Somalia. Teams of hit men in the Philippines. Encryption programs so advanced that the government
could not break them. The man behind it all, pulling the strings from a laptop in Manila, was Paul Calder Le
Roux--a reclusive programmer turned criminal genius who could only exist in the networked world of the
twenty-first century, and the kind of self-made crime boss that American law enforcement had never
imagined. For half a decade, DEA agents played a global game of cat-and-mouse with Le Roux as he left
terror and chaos in his wake. Each time they came close, he would slip away. It would take relentless
investigative work, and a shocking betrayal from within his organization, to catch him. And when he was
finally caught, the story turned again, as Le Roux struck a deal to bring down his own organization and the
people he had once employed. Award-winning investigative journalist Evan Ratliff spent four years piecing
together this intricate puzzle, chasing Le Roux's empire and his shadowy henchmen around the world,
conducting hundreds of interviews and uncovering thousands of documents. The result is a riveting,
unprecedented account of a crime boss built by and for the digital age. Advance praise for The Mastermind
"A true crime classic"--Publishers Weekly (starred review) "If truth is stranger than fiction, then The
Mastermind is the truest book you'll read this year. The only thing predictable about it is how quickly you'll
turn the pages."--Noah Hawley, author of Before the Fall and creator of the TV series Fargo
The Despot's Guide to Wealth Management - J. C. Sharman 2017-03-07
An unprecedented new international moral and legal rule forbids one state from hosting money stolen by
the leaders of another state. The aim is to counter grand corruption or kleptocracy ("rule by thieves"), when
leaders of poorer countries—such as Marcos in the Philippines, Mobutu in the Congo, and more recently
those overthrown in revolutions in the Arab world and Ukraine—loot billions of dollars at the expense of
their own citizens. This money tends to end up hosted in rich countries. These host states now have a duty
to block, trace, freeze, and seize these illicit funds and hand them back to the countries from which they
were stolen. In The Despot's Guide to Wealth Management, J. C. Sharman asks how this anti-kleptocracy
regime came about, how well it is working, and how it could work better. Although there have been some
real achievements, the international campaign against grand corruption has run into major obstacles. The
vested interests of banks, lawyers, and even law enforcement often favor turning a blind eye to foreign
corruption proceeds. Recovering and returning looted assets is a long, complicated, and expensive process.
Sharman used a private investigator, participated in and observed anti-corruption policy, and conducted
more than a hundred interviews with key players. He also draws on various journalistic exposés, whistle-
blower accounts, and government investigations to inform his comparison of the anti-kleptocracy records of
the United States, Britain, Switzerland, and Australia. Sharman calls for better policing, preventative
measures, and use of gatekeepers like bankers, lawyers, and real estate agents. He also recommends giving
nongovernmental organizations and for-profit firms more scope to independently investigate corruption and
seize stolen assets.
The Cult of We - Eliot Brown 2021-07-20
WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER • A FINANCIAL TIMES, FORTUNE, AND NPR BEST BOOK OF
THE YEAR • “The riveting, definitive account of WeWork, one of the wildest business stories of our
time.”—Matt Levine, Money Stuff columnist, Bloomberg Opinion The definitive story of the rise and fall of
WeWork (also depicted in the upcoming Apple TV+ series WeCrashed, starring Jared Leto and Anne
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Hathaway), by the real-life journalists whose Wall Street Journal reporting rocked the company and
exposed a financial system drunk on the elixir of Silicon Valley innovation. LONGLISTED FOR THE
FINANCIAL TIMES AND MCKINSEY BUSINESS BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD WeWork would be worth
$10 trillion, more than any other company in the world. It wasn’t just an office space provider. It was a tech
company—an AI startup, even. Its WeGrow schools and WeLive residences would revolutionize education
and housing. One day, mused founder Adam Neumann, a Middle East peace accord would be signed in a
WeWork. The company might help colonize Mars. And Neumann would become the world’s first trillionaire.
This was the vision of Neumann and his primary cheerleader, SoftBank’s Masayoshi Son. In hindsight, their
ambition for the company, whose primary business was subletting desks in slickly designed offices, seems
like madness. Why did so many intelligent people—from venture capitalists to Wall Street elite—fall for the
hype? And how did WeWork go so wrong? In little more than a decade, Neumann transformed himself from
a struggling baby clothes salesman into the charismatic, hard-partying CEO of a company worth $47
billion—on paper. With his long hair and feel-good mantras, the six-foot-five Israeli transplant looked the
part of a messianic truth teller. Investors swooned, and billions poured in. Neumann dined with the CEOs of
JPMorgan and Goldman Sachs, entertaining a parade of power brokers desperate to get a slice of what he
was selling: the country’s most valuable startup, a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and a generation-defining
moment. Soon, however, WeWork was burning through cash faster than Neumann could bring it in. From
his private jet, sometimes clouded with marijuana smoke, he scoured the globe for more capital. Then, as
WeWork readied a Hail Mary IPO, it all fell apart. Nearly $40 billion of value vaporized in one of corporate
America’s most spectacular meltdowns. Peppered with eye-popping, never-before-reported details, The Cult
of We is the gripping story of careless and often absurd people—and the financial system they have made.
Dead in the Water - Matthew Campbell 2022-05-03
Shortlisted for the Financial Times Business Book of the Year Award “A triumph of investigative
journalism.” —Tom Wright, New York Times bestselling coauthor of Billion Dollar Whale "Truly one of the
most nail-biting, page-turning, terrifying true-crime books I've ever read." —Nick Bilton, New York Times
bestselling author of American Kingpin From award-winning journalists Matthew Campbell and Kit Chellel,
the gripping, true-crime story of a notorious maritime hijacking at the heart of a massive conspiracy—and
the unsolved murder that threatened to unravel it all. In July 2011, the oil tanker Brillante Virtuoso was
drifting through the treacherous Gulf of Aden when a crew of pirates attacked and set her ablaze in a
devastating explosion. But when David Mockett, a maritime surveyor working for Lloyd’s of London,
inspected the damaged vessel, he was left with more questions than answers. How had the pirates gotten
aboard so easily? And if they wanted to steal the ship and bargain for its return, then why did they destroy
it? The questions didn’t add up—and Mockett would never answer them. Soon after his inspection, David
Mockett was murdered. Dead in the Water is a shocking expose of the criminal inner workings of
international shipping, told through the lens of the Brillante hijacking and its aftermath. Through first-hand
accounts of those who lived it—from members of the ship’s crew and witnesses to the attacks, to the ex-
London detectives turned private investigators seeking to solve Mockett’s murder and bring justice to his
family—award-winning Bloomberg reporters Matthew Campbell and Kit Chellel piece together the
astounding truth behind one of the most brazen financial frauds in history. The ambitious culmination of
more than four years of reporting, Dead in the Water uncovers an intricate web of conspiracy amidst the
lawless, old-world industry at the backbone of our new global economy.
The Fish That Ate the Whale - Rich Cohen 2012-06-05
The author of Sweet and Low presents a historical profile of Samuel Zemurray that traces his rise from a
penniless youth to one of the world's wealthiest and most powerful men, offering insight into his capitalist
talents and the ways in which his life reflected the best and worst of American business dealings.
Madoff - Erin Arvedlund 2009-09-03
Take the combined fortunes of Bill Gates, Tiger Woods and Roman Abramovich. Now imagine someone
stealing that much money - and being hailed as a financial genius. That man is Bernard Madoff. Backed by
governments and global banks, Madoff defrauded $65 billion from charities and individual investors
including Stephen Spielberg. Finally turned in by his own sons, Madoff opened his door in his dressing
gown to be arrested by the FBI. Eleven charges and eleven guilty verdicts later he swapped his penthouse

for a prison cell. Only $1 billion was left. Madoff is the first definitive account of the rise and fall of the
biggest fraudster ever. It's a story of greed, betrayal and lies, of remorseless risk-taking, family tragedy and
financial disaster. Investigative reporter Erin Arvedlund was the first to expose Madoff back in 2001, but
Wall Street and the world didn't listen. In this astonishing book she answers the crucial unsolved questions:
why and when did Madoff turn his business into a massive fraud? How did he fool so many investors for so
long? Who knew the truth? And who, ultimately, is Bernard Madoff?
Black Edge - Sheelah Kolhatkar 2017-02-07
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • A riveting, true-life legal thriller about the government’s pursuit of
billionaire hedge fund manager Steven Cohen and his employees at SAC Capital—a revelatory look at the
power and wealth of Wall Street ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR—The New York Times and The
Economist • “An essential exposé of our times—a work that reveals the deep rot in our financial system . . .
Everyone should read this book.”—David Grann, author of Killers of the Flower Moon Steven A. Cohen
changed Wall Street. He and his fellow pioneers of the hedge fund industry didn’t lay railroads, build
factories, or invent new technologies. Rather, they made their billions through financial speculation, by
placing bets in the market that turned out to be right more often than not. Cohen was revered as one of the
greatest traders who ever lived. But that image was shattered when his fund, SAC Capital, became the
target of a seven-year government investigation. Prosecutors labeled SAC a “magnet for market cheaters”
whose culture encouraged the relentless pursuit of “edge”—and even “black edge,” which is inside
information—and the firm was ultimately indicted and pleaded guilty to charges related to a vast insider
trading scheme. Cohen, himself, however, was never charged. Black Edge raises urgent and troubling
questions about those who sit at the pinnacle of high finance and how they have reshaped the economy.
Finalist for the New York Public Library’s Helen Bernstein Book Award for Excellence in Journalism •
Longlisted for the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction and the Financial Times and
McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award
The Powers That Be - David Halberstam 2012-12-18
A Pulitzer Prize winner’s in-depth look at four media-business giants: CBS-TV, Time magazine, the
Washington Post, and the Los Angeles Times. In this fascinating New York Times bestseller, the author of
The Best and the Brightest, The Fifties, and other acclaimed histories turns his investigative eye to the rise
of the American media in the twentieth century. Focusing on the successes and failures of CBS Television,
Time magazine, the Washington Post, and the Los Angeles Times, David Halberstam paints a portrait of the
era when large, powerful mainstream media sources emerged as a force, showing how they shifted from
simply reporting the news to becoming a part of it. By examining landmark events such as Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s masterful use of the radio and the unprecedented coverage of the Watergate break-in,
Halberstam demonstrates how print and broadcast media as a whole became a player in society and helped
shape public policy. Drawn from hundreds of exhaustive interviews with insiders at each company, and
hailed by the Seattle Times as “a monumental X-ray study of power,” The Powers That Be reveals the tugs-
of-war between political ambition and the quest for truth in a page-turning read. This ebook features an
extended biography of David Halberstam.
The Swarm - Frank Schatzing 2009-03-17
Whales begin sinking ships. Toxic, eyeless crabs poison Long Island's water supply. The North Sea shelf
collapses, killing thousands in Europe. Around the world, countries are beginning to feel the effects of the
ocean's revenge as the seas and their inhabitants begin a violent revolution against mankind. At stake is the
survival of the Earth's fragile ecology—and ultimately, the survival of the human race itself. The apocalyptic
catastrophes of The Day After Tomorrow meet the watery menace of The Abyss in this gripping,
scientifically realistic, and utterly imaginative thriller.
Bad Blood - John Carreyrou 2018-05-21
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • The gripping story of Elizabeth Holmes and Theranos—one of the biggest
corporate frauds in history—a tale of ambition and hubris set amid the bold promises of Silicon Valley,
rigorously reported by the prize-winning journalist. With a new Afterword. “Chilling ... Reads like a thriller
... Carreyrou tells [the Theranos story] virtually to perfection.” —The New York Times Book Review In 2014,
Theranos founder and CEO Elizabeth Holmes was widely seen as the next Steve Jobs: a brilliant Stanford
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dropout whose startup “unicorn” promised to revolutionize the medical industry with its breakthrough
device, which performed the whole range of laboratory tests from a single drop of blood. Backed by
investors such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos sold shares in a fundraising round that valued the
company at more than $9 billion, putting Holmes’s worth at an estimated $4.5 billion. There was just one
problem: The technology didn’t work. Erroneous results put patients in danger, leading to misdiagnoses
and unnecessary treatments. All the while, Holmes and her partner, Sunny Balwani, worked to silence
anyone who voiced misgivings—from journalists to their own employees.
The World for Sale - Javier Blas 2021-02-01
The modern world is built on commodities - from the oil that fuels our cars to the metals that power our
smartphones. We rarely stop to consider where they have come from. But we should. In The World for Sale,

two leading journalists lift the lid on one of the least scrutinised corners of the world economy: the
workings of the billionaire commodity traders who buy, hoard and sell the earth's resources. It is the story
of how a handful of swashbuckling businessmen became indispensable cogs in global markets: enabling an
enormous expansion in international trade, and connecting resource-rich countries - no matter how corrupt
or war-torn - with the world's financial centres. And it is the story of how some traders acquired untold
political power, right under the noses of western regulators and politicians - helping Saddam Hussein to
sell his oil, fuelling the Libyan rebel army during the Arab Spring, and funnelling cash to Vladimir Putin's
Kremlin in spite of western sanctions. The result is an eye-opening tour through the wildest frontiers of the
global economy, as well as a revelatory guide to how capitalism really works.
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