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The End of Days - Jenny Erpenbeck 2016-02-08
Winner of the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize for the best translated
novel of 2014, now a New Directions paperback Winner of the
Independent Foreign Fiction Prize and the Hans Fallada Prize, The End
of Days, by the acclaimed German writer Jenny Erpenbeck, consists
essentially of five “books,” each leading to a different death of the same
unnamed female protagonist. How could it all have gone
differently?—the narrator asks in the intermezzos. The first chapter
begins with the death of a baby in the early twentieth-century Hapsburg
Empire. In the next chapter, the same girl grows up in Vienna after
World War I, but a pact she makes with a young man leads to a second
death. In the next scenario, she survives adolescence and moves to
Russia with her husband. Both are dedicated Communists, yet our
heroine ends up in a labor camp. But her fate does not end there…. A
novel of incredible breadth and amazing concision, The End of Days
offers a unique overview of the twentieth century.
Time of the Magicians - Wolfram Eilenberger 2021-08-17
“[A] fascinating and accessible account . . . In his entertaining book, Mr.
Eilenberger shows that his magicians’ thoughts are still worth collecting,
even if, with hindsight, we can see that some performed too many
intellectual conjuring tricks.” —Wall Street Journal A grand narrative of
the intertwining lives of Walter Benjamin, Martin Heidegger, Ludwig
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Wittgenstein, and Ernst Cassirer, major philosophers whose ideas shaped
the twentieth century The year is 1919. The horror of the First World
War is fresh for the protagonists of Time of the Magicians, each of whom
finds himself at a crucial juncture. Benjamin is trying to flee his
overbearing father and floundering in his academic career, living hand to
mouth as a critic. Wittgenstein, by contrast, has dramatically decided to
divest himself of the monumental fortune he stands to inherit, in search
of spiritual clarity. Meanwhile, Heidegger, having managed to avoid
combat in war by serving as a meteorologist, is carefully cultivating his
career. Finally, Cassirer is working furiously on the margins of academia,
applying himself to his writing and the possibility of a career at Hamburg
University. The stage is set for a great intellectual drama, which will
unfold across the next decade. The lives and ideas of this extraordinary
philosophical quartet will converge as they become world historical
figures. But as the Second World War looms on the horizon, their fates
will be very different.
How to Be an Epicurean - Catherine Wilson 2019-09-24
A leading philosopher shows that if the pursuit of happiness is the
question, Epicureanism is the answer Epicureanism has a reputation
problem, bringing to mind gluttons with gout or an admonition to eat,
drink, and be merry. In How to Be an Epicurean, philosopher Catherine
Wilson shows that Epicureanism isn't an excuse for having a good time:
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it's a means to live a good life. Although modern conveniences and
scientific progress have significantly improved our quality of life, many of
the problems faced by ancient Greeks -- love, money, family, politics -remain with us in new forms. To overcome these obstacles, the
Epicureans adopted a philosophy that promoted reason, respect for the
natural world, and reverence for our fellow humans. By applying this
ancient wisdom to a range of modern problems, from self-care routines
and romantic entanglements to issues of public policy and social justice,
Wilson shows us how we can all fill our lives with purpose and pleasure.
Exact Thinking in Demented Times - Karl Sigmund 2017-12-05
A dazzling group biography of the early twentieth-century thinkers who
transformed the way the world thought about math and science Inspired
by Albert Einstein's theory of relativity and Bertrand Russell and David
Hilbert's pursuit of the fundamental rules of mathematics, some of the
most brilliant minds of the generation came together in post-World War I
Vienna to present the latest theories in mathematics, science, and
philosophy and to build a strong foundation for scientific investigation.
Composed of such luminaries as Kurt Gö and Rudolf Carnap, and
stimulated by the works of Ludwig Wittgenstein and Karl Popper, the
Vienna Circle left an indelible mark on science. Exact Thinking in
Demented Times tells the often outrageous, sometimes tragic, and never
boring stories of the men who transformed scientific thought. A revealing
work of history, this landmark book pays tribute to those who dared to
reinvent knowledge from the ground up.
The Cambridge Companion to Logical Empiricism - Alan Richardson
2007-09-03
If there is a movement or school that epitomizes analytic philosophy in
the middle of the twentieth century, it is logical empiricism. Logical
empiricists created a scientifically and technically informed philosophy of
science, established mathematical logic as a topic in and tool for
philosophy, and initiated the project of formal semantics. Accounts of
analytic philosophy written in the middle of the twentieth century gave
logical empiricism a central place in the project. The second wave of
interpretative accounts was constructed to show how philosophy should
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progress, or had progressed, beyond logical empiricism. The essays
survey the formative stages of logical empiricism in central Europe and
its acculturation in North America, discussing its main topics, and
achievements and failures, in different areas of philosophy of science,
and assessing its influence on philosophy, past, present, and future.
A Field Guide to a Happy Life - Massimo Pigliucci 2020-09-15
A brilliant philosopher reimagines Stoicism for our modern age in this
thought-provoking guide to a better life. For more than two thousand
years, Stoicism has offered a message of resilience in the face of
hardship. Little wonder, then, that it is having such a revival in our own
troubled times. But there is no denying how weird it can be: Is it really
the case that we shouldn't care about our work, our loved ones, or our
own lives? According to the old Stoics, yes. In A Field Guide to a Happy
Life, philosopher Massimo Pigliucci offers a renewed Stoicism that
reflects modern science and sensibilities. Pigliucci embraces the joyful
bonds of affection, the satisfactions of a job well done, and the grief that
attends loss. In his hands, Stoicism isn't about feats of indifference, but
about enduring pain without being overwhelmed, while enjoying
pleasures without losing our heads. In short, he makes Stoicism into a
philosophy all of us -- whether committed Stoics or simply seekers -- can
use to live better.
Remarks - Bill Nye 2019-07-27
Beyond Weird - Philip Ball 2018-10-18
“Anyone who is not shocked by quantum theory has not understood it.”
Since Niels Bohr said this many years ago, quantum mechanics has only
been getting more shocking. We now realize that it’s not really telling us
that “weird” things happen out of sight, on the tiniest level, in the atomic
world: rather, everything is quantum. But if quantum mechanics is
correct, what seems obvious and right in our everyday world is built on
foundations that don’t seem obvious or right at all—or even possible. An
exhilarating tour of the contemporary quantum landscape, Beyond Weird
is a book about what quantum physics really means—and what it doesn’t.
Science writer Philip Ball offers an up-to-date, accessible account of the
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quest to come to grips with the most fundamental theory of physical
reality, and to explain how its counterintuitive principles underpin the
world we experience. Over the past decade it has become clear that
quantum physics is less a theory about particles and waves, uncertainty
and fuzziness, than a theory about information and knowledge—about
what can be known, and how we can know it. Discoveries and
experiments over the past few decades have called into question the
meanings and limits of space and time, cause and effect, and, ultimately,
of knowledge itself. The quantum world Ball shows us isn’t a different
world. It is our world, and if anything deserves to be called “weird,” it’s
us.
The Statistical Mechanics of Financial Markets - Johannes Voit
2013-06-29
A careful examination of the interaction between physics and finance. It
takes a look at the 100-year-long history of co-operation between the two
fields and goes on to provide new research results on capital markets taken from the field of statistical physics. The random walk model, well
known in physics, is one good example of where the two disciplines meet.
In the world of finance it is the basic model upon which the BlackScholes theory of option pricing and hedging has been built. The
underlying assumptions are discussed using empirical financial data and
analogies to physical models such as fluid flows, turbulence, or
superdiffusion. On this basis, new theories of derivative pricing and risk
control can be formulated.
The Vienna Circle - Friedrich Stadler 2015-05-08
This abridged and revised edition of the original book (Springer-WienNew York: 2001) offers the only comprehensive history and
documentation of the Vienna Circle based on new sources with an
innovative historiographical approach to the study of science. With
reference to previously unpublished archival material and more recent
literature, it refutes a number of widespread clichés about "neopositivism" or "logical positivism". Following some insights on the
relation between the history of science and the philosophy of science, the
book offers an accessible introduction to the complex subject of "the rise
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of scientific philosophy” in its socio-cultural background and European
philosophical networks till the forced migration in the Anglo-Saxon
world. The first part of the book focuses on the origins of Logical
Empiricism before World War I and the development of the Vienna Circle
in "Red Vienna" (with the "Verein Ernst Mach"), its fate during AustroFascism (Schlick's murder 1936) and its final expulsion by NationalSocialism beginning with the "Anschluß" in 1938. It analyses the
dynamics of the Schlick-Circle in the intellectual context of "late
enlightenment" including the minutes of the meetings from 1930 on for
the first time published and presents an extensive description of the
meetings and international Unity of Science conferences between 1929
and 1941. The chapters introduce the leading philosophers of the Schlick
Circle (e.g., Hans Hahn, Otto Neurath, Rudolf Carnap, Philipp Frank,
Felix Kaufmann, Edgar Zilsel) and describe the conflicting interaction
between Moritz Schlick and Otto Neurath, the long term communication
between Moritz Schlick, Friedrich Waismann and Ludwig Wittgenstein,
as well as between the Vienna Circle with Heinrich Gomperz and Karl
Popper. In addition, Karl Menger's "Mathematical Colloquium" with Kurt
Gödel is presented as a parallel movement. The final chapter of this
section describes the demise of the Vienna Circle and the forced exodus
of scientists and intellectuals from Austria. The second part of the book
includes a bio-bibliographical documentation of the Vienna Circle
members and for the first time of the assassination of Moritz Schlick in
1936, followed by an appendix comprising an extensive list of sources
and literature.
How Not to Be Wrong - Jordan Ellenberg 2014-05-29
The columnist for Slate's popular "Do the Math" celebrates the logical,
illuminating nature of math in today's world, sharing in accessible
language mathematical approaches that demystify complex and everyday
problems.
Memories, Dreams, Reflections - C. G. Jung 2011-01-26
An eye-opening biography of one of the most influential psychiatrists of
the modern age, drawing from his lectures, conversations, and own
writings. In the spring of 1957, when he was eighty-one years old, Carl
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Gustav Jung undertook the telling of his life story. Memories, Dreams,
Reflections is that book, composed of conversations with his colleague
and friend Aniela Jaffé, as well as chapters written in his own hand, and
other materials. Jung continued to work on the final stages of the
manuscript until shortly before his death on June 6, 1961, making this a
uniquely comprehensive reflection on a remarkable life. Fully corrected,
this edition also includes Jung's VII Sermones ad Mortuos.
Constructing the World - David J. Chalmers 2012-10-04
David J. Chalmers constructs a highly ambitious and original picture of
the world, from a few basic elements. He returns to Rudolf Carnap's
attempt to do the same, and adopts the idea of scrutability—according to
which reasoning from a limited class of basic truths yields all truths
about the world—to address central themes in philosophy.
The Time Traveler's Wife - Audrey Niffenegger 2021-04-30
A most untraditional love story, this is the celebrated tale of Henry
DeTamble, a dashing, adventuresome librarian who inadvertently travels
through time, and Clare Abshire, an artist whose life takes a natural
sequential course. Henry and Clare’s passionate affair endures across a
sea of time and captures them in an impossibly romantic trap that tests
the strength of fate and basks in the bonds of love. “Niffenegger’s
inventive and poignant writing is well worth a trip” (Entertainment
Weekly).
Beyond Revenge - Michael McCullough 2008-03-31
Why is revenge such a pervasive and destructive problem? How can we
create a future in which revenge is less common and forgiveness is more
common? Psychologist Michael McCullough argues that the key to a
more forgiving, less vengeful world is to understand the evolutionary
forces that gave rise to these intimately human instincts and the social
forces that activate them in human minds today. Drawing on exciting
breakthroughs from the social and biological sciences, McCullough
dispenses surprising and practical advice for making the world a more
forgiving place. Michael E. McCullough (Miami, Florida), an
internationally recognized expert on forgiveness and revenge, is a
professor of psychology at the University of Miami in Coral Gables,
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Florida, where he directs the Laboratory for Social and Clinical
Psychology.
Western Linguistics - Peter Seuren 1998-04-22
This book provides a vital student resource - a single-volume critical
survey of the complete history of Western theoretical linguistics
(grammar and semantics, including logic) from Plato till today. The
volume concentrates on those issues that are of central concern to
present-day theoretical linguistics, but also draws attention to episodes
and issues that have unjustifiably slid into oblivion, such as the 18th
century French grammarians or the great subject-predicate debate
between 1850 and 1930. An effort has also been made to interpret events
and developments in linguistic theory in terms of the more general
cultural and economic movements of the periods concerned. It contains
many expository and exegetic quotations, together with critiques of
theoretical positions and, sometimes, of academic behavior. The book
can serve as a basic text for a course on the history of linguistics, and as
a collateral text in various courses on the theory of grammar and
semantics.
The Last Man Who Knew Everything - David N. Schwartz 2017-12-05
The definitive biography of the brilliant, charismatic, and very human
physicist and innovator Enrico Fermi In 1942, a team at the University of
Chicago achieved what no one had before: a nuclear chain reaction. At
the forefront of this breakthrough stood Enrico Fermi. Straddling the
ages of classical physics and quantum mechanics, equally at ease with
theory and experiment, Fermi truly was the last man who knew
everything--at least about physics. But he was also a complex figure who
was a part of both the Italian Fascist Party and the Manhattan Project,
and a less-than-ideal father and husband who nevertheless remained one
of history's greatest mentors. Based on new archival material and
exclusive interviews, The Last Man Who Knew Everything lays bare the
enigmatic life of a colossus of twentieth century physics.
Kuhn Vs. Popper - Steve Fuller 2004
Although Thomas Kuhn and Karl Popper debated the nature of science
only once, the legacy of this encounter has dominated intellectual and
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public discussions on the topic ever since. Kuhn's relativistic vision of
science as just another human activity, like art or philosophy, triumphed
over Popper's more positivistic belief in revolutionary discoveries and the
superiority of scientific provability. Steve Fuller argues that not only has
Kuhn's dominance had an adverse impact on the field but both thinkers
have been radically misinterpreted in the process.
The Hotel New Hampshire - John Irving 2018-10-25
Now available in eBook for the first time in America—the New York
Times bestselling saga of a most unusual family from the award-winning
author of The World According to Garp. “The first of my father’s illusions
was that bears could survive the life lived by human beings, and the
second was that human beings could survive a life led in hotels.” So says
John Berry, son of a hapless dreamer, brother to a cadre of eccentric
siblings, and chronicler of the lives lived, the loves experienced, the
deaths met, and the myriad strange and wonderful times encountered by
the family Berry. Hoteliers, pet-bear owners, friends of Freud (the animal
trainer and vaudevillian, that is), and playthings of mad fate, they “dream
on” in a funny, sad, outrageous, and moving novel by the remarkable
author of A Prayer for Owen Meany and Last Night in Twisted River.
In the Name of Identity - Amin Maalouf 2012-03
An award-winning author explores why so many people commit crimes in
the name of identity. "Makes for compelling reading in America today."-"The New York Times."
The Structure of Biological Science - Alexander Rosenberg 1985-01-25
Preface p. ix Chapter 1 Biology and Its Philosophy p. 2 1.1 The Rise of
Logical Positivism p. 2 1.2 The Consequences for Philosophy p. 4 1.3
Problems of Falsifiability p. 6 1.4 Philosophy of Science Without
Positivism p. 8 1.5 Speculation and Science p. 10 Introduction to the
Literature p. 11 Chapter 2 Autonomy and Provincialism p. 13 2.1
Philosophical Agendas versus Biological Agendas p. 13 2.2 Motives for
Provincialism and Autonomy p. 18 2.3 Biological Philosophies p. 21 2.4
Tertium Datur? p. 25 2.5 The Issues in Dispute p. 30 2.6 Steps in the
Argument p. 34 Introduction to the Literature p. 35 Chapter 3 Teleology
and the Roots of Autonomy p. 37 3.1 Functional Explanations in
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Molecular Biology p. 39 3.2 The Search for Functions p. 43 3.3
Functional Laws p. 47 3.4 Directively Organized Systems p. 52 3.5 The
Autonomy of Teleological Laws p. 59 3.6 The Metaphysics and
Epistemology of Functional Explanation p. 62 3.7 Functional Explanation
Will Always Be with Us p. 65 Introduction to the Literature p. 67 Chapter
4 Reductionism and the Temptation of Provincialism p. 69 4.1 Motives for
Reductionism p. 69 4.2 A Triumph of Reductionism p. 73 4.3
Reductionism and Recombinant DNA p. 84 4.4 Antireductionism and
Molecular Genetics p. 88 4.5 Mendel's Genes and Benzer's Cistrons p. 93
4.6 Reduction Obstructed p. 97 4.7 Qualifying Reductionism p. 106 4.8
The Supervenience of Mendelian Genetics p. 11 4.9 Levels of
Organization p. 117 Introduction to the Literature p. 119 Chapter 5 The
Structure of Evolutionary Theory p. 121 5.1 Is There an Evolutionary
Theory? p. 122 5.2 The Charge of Tautology p. 126 5.3 Population
Genetics and Evolution p. 130 5.4 Williams's Axiomatization of
Evolutionary Theory p. 136 5.5 Adequacy of the Axiomatization p. 144
Introduction to the Literature p. 152 Chapter 6 Fitness p. 154 6.1 Fitness
Is Measured by Its Effects p. 154 6.2 Fitness As a Statistical Propensity
p. 160 6.3 The Supervenience of Fitness p. 164 6.4 The Evidence for
Evolution p. 169 6.5 The Scientific Context of Evolutionary Theory p. 174
Introduction to the Literature p. 179 Chapter 7 Species p. 180 7.1
Operationalism and Theory in Taxonomy p. 182 7.2 Essentialism--For and
Against p. 187 7.3 The Biological Species Notion p. 191 7.4 Evolutionary
and Ecological Species p. 197 7.5 Species Are Not Natural Kinds p. 201
7.6 Species As Individuals p. 204 7.7 The Theoretical Hierarchy of
Biology p. 212 7.8 The Statistical Character of Evolutionary Theory p.
216 7.9 Universal Theories and Case Studies p. 219 Introduction to the
Literature p. 225 Chapter 8 New Problems of Functionalism p. 226 8.1
Functionalism in Molecular Biology p. 228 8.2 The Panglossian Paradigm
p. 235 8.3 Aptations, Exaptations, and Adaptations p. 243 8.4
Information and Action Among the Macromolecules p. 246 8.5 Metaphors
and Molecules p. 255 Bibliography p. 266 Index p. 273.
Perspectives on Digital Humanism - Hannes Werthner 2021-11-23
This open access book aims to set an agenda for research and action in
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the field of Digital Humanism through short essays written by selected
thinkers from a variety of disciplines, including computer science,
philosophy, education, law, economics, history, anthropology, political
science, and sociology. This initiative emerged from the Vienna
Manifesto on Digital Humanism and the associated lecture series. Digital
Humanism deals with the complex relationships between people and
machines in digital times. It acknowledges the potential of information
technology. At the same time, it points to societal threats such as privacy
violations and ethical concerns around artificial intelligence, automation
and loss of jobs, ongoing monopolization on the Web, and sovereignty.
Digital Humanism aims to address these topics with a sense of urgency
but with a constructive mindset. The book argues for a Digital Humanism
that analyses and, most importantly, influences the complex interplay of
technology and humankind toward a better society and life while fully
respecting universal human rights. It is a call to shaping technologies in
accordance with human values and needs.
Wittgenstein's Vienna - Allan Janik 1996-01-01
This is a remarkable book about a man (perhaps the most important and
original philosopher of our age), a society (the corrupt Austro-Hungarian
Empire on the eve of dissolution), and a city (Vienna, with its fin-de siecle
gaiety and corrosive melancholy). The central figure in this study of a
crumbling society that gave birth to the modern world is Wittgenstein,
the brilliant and gifted young thinker. With others, including Freud,
Viktor Adler, and Arnold Schoenberg, he forged his ideas in a classical
revolt against the stuffy, doomed, and moralistic lives of the old regime.
As a portrait of Wittgenstein, the book is superbly realized; it is even
better as a portrait of the age, with dazzling and unusual parallels to our
own confused society. Allan Janik and Stephen Toulmin have acted on a
striking premise: an understanding of prewar Vienna, Wittgenstein s
native city, will make it easier to comprehend both his work and our own
problems .This is an independent work containing much that is
challenging, new, and useful. New York Times Book Review."
From Mathematics to Philosophy (Routledge Revivals) - Hao Wang
2016-06-10
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First published in 1974. Despite the tendency of contemporary analytic
philosophy to put logic and mathematics at a central position, the author
argues it failed to appreciate or account for their rich content. Through
discussions of such mathematical concepts as number, the continuum,
set, proof and mechanical procedure, the author provides an introduction
to the philosophy of mathematics and an internal criticism of the then
current academic philosophy. The material presented is also an
illustration of a new, more general method of approach called substantial
factualism which the author asserts allows for the development of a more
comprehensive philosophical position by not trivialising or distorting
substantial facts of human knowledge.
Khrushchev: The Man and His Era - William Taubman 2004-04-17
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize Winner of the National Book Critics Circle
Award The definitive biography of the mercurial Soviet leader who
succeeded and denounced Stalin. Nikita Khrushchev was one of the most
complex and important political figures of the twentieth century. Ruler of
the Soviet Union during the first decade after Stalin's death, Khrushchev
left a contradictory stamp on his country and on the world. His life and
career mirror the Soviet experience: revolution, civil war, famine,
collectivization, industrialization, terror, world war, cold war, Stalinism,
post-Stalinism. Complicit in terrible Stalinist crimes, Khrushchev
nevertheless retained his humanity: his daring attempt to reform
communism prepared the ground for its eventual collapse; and his
awkward efforts to ease the cold war triggered its most dangerous
crises. This is the first comprehensive biography of Khrushchev and the
first of any Soviet leader to reflect the full range of sources that have
become available since the USSR collapsed. Combining a page-turning
historical narrative with penetrating political and psychological analysis,
this book brims with the life and excitement of a man whose story
personified his era.
Genetics and Philosophy - Paul Griffiths 2013-04-18
In the past century, nearly all of the biological sciences have been
directly affected by discoveries and developments in genetics, a fastevolving subject with important theoretical dimensions. In this rich and
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accessible book, Paul Griffiths and Karola Stotz show how the concept of
the gene has evolved and diversified across the many fields that make up
modern biology. By examining the molecular biology of the
'environment', they situate genetics in the developmental biology of
whole organisms, and reveal how the molecular biosciences have
undermined the nature/nurture distinction. Their discussion gives full
weight to the revolutionary impacts of molecular biology, while rejecting
'genocentrism' and 'reductionism', and brings the topic right up to date
with the philosophical implications of the most recent developments in
genetics. Their book will be invaluable for those studying the philosophy
of biology, genetics and other life sciences.
Revolution in Science - I. Bernard Cohen 1985
Cohen's exploration seeks to uncover nothing less than the nature of all
scientific revolutions, the stages by which they occur, their time scale,
specific criteria for determining whether or not there has been a
revolution, and the creative factors in producing a revolutionary new
idea.
Why Honor Matters - Tamler Sommers 2018-05-08
A controversial call to put honor at the center of morality To the modern
mind, the idea of honor is outdated, sexist, and barbaric. It evokes
Hamilton and Burr and pistols at dawn, not visions of a well-organized
society. But for philosopher Tamler Sommers, a sense of honor is
essential to living moral lives. In Why Honor Matters, Sommers argues
that our collective rejection of honor has come at great cost. Reliant only
on Enlightenment liberalism, the United States has become the home of
the cowardly, the shameless, the selfish, and the alienated. Properly
channeled, honor encourages virtues like courage, integrity, and
solidarity, and gives a sense of living for something larger than oneself.
Sommers shows how honor can help us address some of society's most
challenging problems, including education, policing, and mass
incarceration. Counterintuitive and provocative, Why Honor Matters
makes a convincing case for honor as a cornerstone of our modern
society.
Incompleteness - Rebecca Goldstein 2005
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A portrait of the eminent twentieth-century mathematician discusses his
groundbreaking theorem of incompleteness, contributions within the
famous Vienna circle, relationships with such contemporaries as Albert
Einstein, and untimely death as a result of mental instability and selfstarvation. 30,000 first printing.
Frank Ramsey - Cheryl Misak 2020-02-13
When he died in 1930 aged 26, Frank Ramsey had already invented one
branch of mathematics and two branches of economics, laying the
foundations for decision theory and game theory. Keynes deferred to
him; he was the only philosopher whom Wittgenstein treated as an equal.
Had he lived he might have been recognized as the most brilliant thinker
of the century. This amiable shambling bear of a man was an ardent
socialist, a believer in free love, and an intimate of the Bloomsbury set.
For the first time Cheryl Misak tells the full story of his extraordinary
life.
The Art of Logic in an Illogical World - Eugenia Cheng 2018-09-11
How both logical and emotional reasoning can help us live better in our
post-truth world In a world where fake news stories change election
outcomes, has rationality become futile? In The Art of Logic in an
Illogical World, Eugenia Cheng throws a lifeline to readers drowning in
the illogic of contemporary life. Cheng is a mathematician, so she knows
how to make an airtight argument. But even for her, logic sometimes
falls prey to emotion, which is why she still fears flying and eats more
cookies than she should. If a mathematician can't be logical, what are we
to do? In this book, Cheng reveals the inner workings and limitations of
logic, and explains why alogic -- for example, emotion -- is vital to how we
think and communicate. Cheng shows us how to use logic and alogic
together to navigate a world awash in bigotry, mansplaining, and
manipulative memes. Insightful, useful, and funny, this essential book is
for anyone who wants to think more clearly.
A Thousand Small Sanities - Adam Gopnik 2019-05-14
A stirring defense of liberalism against the dogmatisms of our time from
an award-winning and New York Times bestselling author. Not since the
early twentieth century has liberalism, and liberals, been under such
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relentless attack, from both right and left. The crisis of democracy in our
era has produced a crisis of faith in liberal institutions and, even worse,
in liberal thought. A Thousand Small Sanities is a manifesto rooted in the
lives of people who invented and extended the liberal tradition. Taking us
from Montaigne to Mill, and from Middlemarch to the civil rights
movement, Adam Gopnik argues that liberalism is not a form of centrism,
nor simply another word for free markets, nor merely a term denoting a
set of rights. It is something far more ambitious: the search for radical
change by humane measures. Gopnik shows us why liberalism is one of
the great moral adventures in human history -- and why, in an age of
autocracy, our lives may depend on its continuation.
Tales of Mr. Keuner - Bertolt Brecht 2019-03
"This publication was supported by a grant from the Goethe-Institut,
India"--page facing title page.
Energy, Force and Matter - Peter M. Harman 1982-04-30
By focusing on the conceptual issues faced by nineteenth century
physicists, this book clarifies the status of field theory, the ether, and
thermodynamics in the work of the period. A remarkably synthetic
account of a difficult and fragmentary period in scientific development.
Still Alive - Forrest Galante 2021-06-01
Experience the thrilling adventures in wildlife conservation from "the
Indiana Jones of Biology" (Entrepreneur) in this action-packed and
educational memoir filled with danger and intrigue. Very few individuals
can truthfully say that their work impacts every person on earth. Forrest
Galante is one of them. As a wildlife biologist and conservationist,
Galante devotes his life to studying, rediscovering, and protecting our
planet’s amazing lifeforms. Part memoir, part biological adventure, Still
Alive celebrates the beauty and determined resiliency of our world, as
well as the brave conservationists fighting to save it. In his debut book,
Galante takes readers on an exhilarating journey to the most remote and
dangerous corners of the world. He recounts miraculous rediscoveries of
species that were thought to be extinct and invites readers into his wild
life: from his upbringing amidst civil unrest in Zimbabwe to his many
globetrotting adventures, including suspenseful run-ins with drug
exact-thinking-in-demented-times-the-vienna-circle

cartels, witch doctors, and vengeful government officials. He shares all of
the life-threatening bites, fights, falls, and jungle illnesses. He also
investigates the connection between wildlife mistreatment and human
safety, particularly in relation to COVID-19. Still Alive is much more than
just a can’t-put-down adventure story bursting with man-eating
crocodiles, long-forgotten species rediscovered, and near-death
experiences. It is an impassioned, informative, and undeniably inspiring
examination of the importance of wildlife conservation today and how
every individual can make a difference.
A Parting of the Ways - Michael Friedman 2011-04-15
Since the 1930s, philosophy has been divided into two camps: the
analytic tradition which prevails in the Anglophone world and the
continental tradition which holds sway over the European continent. A
Parting of the Ways looks at the origins of this split through the lens of
one defining episode: the disputation in Davos, Switzerland, in 1929,
between the two most eminent German philosophers, Ernst Cassirer and
Martin Heidegger. This watershed debate was attended by Rudlf Carnap,
a representative of the Vienna Circle of logical positivists. Michael
Friedman shows how philosophical differences interacted with political
events. Both Carnap and Heidegger viewd their philosophical efforts as
tied to their radical social outlooks, with Carnap on the left and
Heidegger on the right, while Cassirer was in the conciliatory classical
tradition of liveral republicanism. The rise of Hitler led to the emigration
from Europe of most leading philosophers, including Carnap and
Cassirer, leaving Heidegger alone on the continent.
The Semantic Conception of Theories and Scientific Realism Frederick Suppe 1989
"An authoritative account of the semantic conception of theories by one
of its chief developers. Suppe has always seen the semantic conception
as providing a way of moving beyond empiricist philosophies of science.
This book provides the definitive account of his views not only on the
issue of realism, but also on a variety of other issues central to the
philosophy of science." -- Ronald N. Giere, author of Explaining Science:
A Cognitive Approach
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The Murder of Professor Schlick - David Edmonds 2022-03-29
"On June 22, 1936, the philosopher Moritz Schlick was on his way to
deliver a lecture at the University of Vienna when Johann Nelböck, a
deranged former student of Schlick's, shot him dead on the university
steps. Some Austrian newspapers defended the madman, while Nelböck
argued in court that his onetime teacher had promoted a treacherous
Jewish philosophy. Weaving an enthralling narrative set against the
backdrop of rising extremism in Hitler's Europe, David Edmonds traces
the rise and fall of the Vienna Circle--associated with billiant thinkers like
Otto Neurath, Kurt Gödel, Rudolf Carnap, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and Karl
Popper--and of a philosophical movement movement that sought to do
away with metaphysics and pseudoscience in a city darkened by and
unreason."-Birding Without Borders - Noah Strycker 2017-10-10
The story of how the associate editor of Birding magazine set himself a
lofty goal: to become the first person to see half the world’s birds in one
year. In 2015, for 365 days, with a backpack, binoculars, and a series of
one-way tickets, Noah Strycker traveled across forty-one countries and
all seven continents, eventually spotting 6,042 species—by far the
biggest birding year on record. This is no travelogue or glorified
checklist. Noah ventures deep into a world of chronic sleep deprivation,
airline snafus, breakdowns, mudslides, floods, war zones, ecologic
devastation, conservation triumphs, common and iconic species, and
scores of passionate bird lovers around the globe. By pursuing the freest
creatures on the planet, he gains a unique perspective on the world they
share with us—and offers a hopeful message that even as many birds
face an uncertain future, more people than ever are working to protect
them. “Birding Without Borders is light-hearted and filled with stories of
exotic birds, risky adventures, and colorful birding companions.”—New
York Times Book Review “Highly recommended for anyone interested in
travel, natural history, and adventure.”—Library Journal “Even readers

exact-thinking-in-demented-times-the-vienna-circle

who wouldn’t know a marvellous spatuletail from a southern ground
hornbill will be awed by Strycker’s achievement and appreciate the
passion with which he pursues his interest.”—Publishers Weekly
Journey to the Edge of Reason - Stephen Budiansky 2021-05-11
A remarkable account of Kurt Gödel, weaving together creative genius,
mental illness, political corruption, and idealism in the face of the turmoil
of war and upheaval. At age 24, a brilliant Austrian-born mathematician
published a mathematical result that shook the world. Nearly a hundred
years after Kurt Gödel's famous 1931 paper "On Formally Undecidable
Propositions" appeared, his proof that every mathematical system must
contain propositions that are true - yet never provable within that system
- continues to pose profound questions for mathematics, philosophy,
computer science, and artificial intelligence. His close friend Albert
Einstein, with whom he would walk home every day from Princeton's
famous Institute for Advanced Study, called him "the greatest logician
since Aristotle." He was also a man who felt profoundly out of place in his
time, rejecting the entire current of 20th century philosophical thought
in his belief that mathematical truths existed independent of the human
mind, and beset by personal demons of anxiety and paranoid delusions
that would ultimately lead to his tragic end from self-starvation. Drawing
on previously unpublished letters, diaries, and medical records, Journey
to the Edge of Reason offers the most complete portrait yet of the life of
one of the 20th century's greatest thinkers. Stephen Budiansky's account
brings to life the remarkable world of philosophical and mathematical
creativity of pre-war Vienna, and documents how it was barbarically
extinguished by the Nazis. He charts Gödel's own hair's-breadth escape
from Nazi Germany to the scholarly idyll of Princeton; and the complex,
gently humorous, sensitive, and tormented inner life of this iconic but
previously enigmatic giant of modern science. Weaving together Gödel's
public and private lives, this is a tale of creative genius, mental illness,
political corruption, and idealism in the face of the turmoil of war and
upheaval.
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