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(The Bluest Eye, Sula, Tar Baby, Jazz, Beloved, Paradise) and that of others. An essential collection from an
essential writer, The Source of Self-Regard shines with the literary elegance, intellectual prowess, spiritual
depth, and moral compass that have made Toni Morrison our most cherished and enduring voice.
Breaking the Chains of Psychological Slavery - Naʼim Akbar 1996
In this long-awaited, important and highly readable book, Dr. Na'im Akbar addresses these questions: " Are
African-Americans still slaves ?" "Why can't Black folks get together ?" "What is the psychological
consequences for Blacks and Whites of picturing God as a Caucasian ?" Learn how to break the chains of
your mental slavery with this new book by one of the world's outstanding experts on the African American
mind .
The Cambridge Companion to Edith Wharton - Millicent Bell 1995-06-30
This handbook provides fresh examinations of Wharton's fiction designed to engage the interest of both
students and general readers.
Racism in America - Harvard University Press 2020-08-06
Racism in America has been the subject of serious scholarship for decades. At Harvard University Press,
we’ve had the honor of publishing some of the most influential books on the subject. The excerpts in this
volume—culled from works of history, law, sociology, medicine, economics, critical theory, philosophy, art,
and literature—are an invitation to understand anti-Black racism through the eyes of our most incisive
commentators. Readers will find such classic selections as Toni Morrison’s description of the Africanist
presence in the White American literary imagination, Walter Johnson’s depiction of the nation’s largest
slave market, and Stuart Hall’s theorization of the relationship between race and nationhood. More recent
voices include Khalil Gibran Muhammad on the pernicious myth of Black criminality, Elizabeth Hinton on
the link between mass incarceration and 1960s social welfare programs, Anthony Abraham Jack on how
elite institutions continue to fail first-generation college students, Mehrsa Baradaran on the racial wealth
gap, Nicole Fleetwood on carceral art, and Joshua Bennett on the anti-Black bias implicit in how we talk
about animals and the environment. Because the experiences of non-White people are integral to the
history of racism and often bound up in the story of Black Americans, we have included writers who focus
on the struggles of Native Americans, Latinos, and Asians as well. Racism in America is for all curious
readers, teachers, and students who wish to discover for themselves the complex and rewarding intellectual
work that has sustained our national conversation on race and will continue to guide us in future years.
Playing in the Dark - Karina Jakubowicz 2017-07-15
Best known for her novels, Toni Morrison enters the realm of literary criticism to draw attention to the
often overlooked significance of race in literature. Demonstrating 'the impact of racism on those who
perpetuate it,' she shows that the quintessentially American literary themes of freedom and individualism
depend on the existence of a black population that is manifestly not free. Reading between the lines of
classic American fiction, Morrison argues that literature is never raceless, and that equating whiteness with
universality is the problematic element overlooked in literary studies. Morrison denounces the 'color-blind'
approach, and asks that we open our eyes to the realities of race, representation, and power. Book jacket.
Generations - Lucille Clifton 2021-11-16

Goodness and the Literary Imagination - Toni Morrison 2019-10-15
What exactly is goodness? Where is it found in the literary imagination? Toni Morrison, one of American
letters’ greatest voices, pondered these perplexing questions in her celebrated Ingersoll Lecture, delivered
at Harvard University in 2012 and published now for the first time. Perhaps because it is overshadowed by
the more easily defined evil, goodness often escapes our attention. Recalling many literary examples, from
Ahab to Coetzee’s Michael K, Morrison seeks the essence of goodness and ponders its significant place in
her writing. She considers the concept in relation to unforgettable characters from her own works of fiction
and arrives at conclusions that are both eloquent and edifying. In a lively interview conducted for this book,
Morrison further elaborates on her lecture’s ideas, discussing goodness not only in literature but in society
and history—particularly black history, which has responded to centuries of brutality with profound
creativity. Morrison’s essay is followed by a series of responses by scholars in the fields of religion, ethics,
history, and literature to her thoughts on goodness and evil, mercy and love, racism and self-destruction,
language and liberation, together with close examination of literary and theoretical expressions from her
works. Each of these contributions, written by a scholar of religion, considers the legacy of slavery and how
it continues to shape our memories, our complicities, our outcries, our lives, our communities, our
literature, and our faith. In addition, the contributors engage the religious orientation in Morrison’s novels
so that readers who encounter her many memorable characters such as Sula, Beloved, or Frank Money will
learn and appreciate how Morrison’s notions of goodness and mercy also reflect her understanding of the
sacred and the human spirit.
Playing In The Dark - Toni Morrison 1993-07-27
An immensely persuasive work of literary criticism that opens a new chapter in the American dialogue on
race—and promises to change the way we read American literature—from the acclaimed Nobel Prize
winner Morrison shows how much the themes of freedom and individualism, manhood and innocence,
depended on the existence of a black population that was manifestly unfree--and that came to serve white
authors as embodiments of their own fears and desires. According to the Chicago Tribune, Morrison
"reimagines and remaps the possibility of America." Her brilliant discussions of the "Africanist" presence in
the fiction of Poe, Melville, Cather, and Hemingway leads to a dramatic reappraisal of the essential
characteristics of our literary tradition. Written with the artistic vision that has earned the Nobel Prizewinning author a pre-eminent place in modern letters, Playing in the Dark is an invaluable read for avid
Morrison admirers as well as students, critics, and scholars of American literature.
The Source of Self-Regard - Toni Morrison 2019-02-12
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • Here is the Nobel Prize winner in her own words: a rich gathering of her most
important essays and speeches, spanning four decades that "speaks to today’s social and political moment
as directly as this morning’s headlines” (NPR). These pages give us her searing prayer for the dead of 9/11,
her Nobel lecture on the power of language, her searching meditation on Martin Luther King Jr., her heartwrenching eulogy for James Baldwin. She looks deeply into the fault lines of culture and freedom: the
foreigner, female empowerment, the press, money, “black matter(s),” human rights, the artist in society,
the Afro-American presence in American literature. And she turns her incisive critical eye to her own work
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A moving family biography in which the poet traces her family history back through Jim Crow, the slave
trade, and all the way to the women of the Dahomey people in West Africa. Buffalo, New York. A father’s
funeral. Memory. In Generations, Lucille Clifton’s formidable poetic gift emerges in prose, giving us a
memoir of stark and profound beauty. Her story focuses on the lives of the Sayles family: Caroline, “born
among the Dahomey people in 1822,” who walked north from New Orleans to Virginia in 1830 when she
was eight years old; Lucy, the first black woman to be hanged in Virginia; and Gene, born with a withered
arm, the son of a carpetbagger and the author’s grandmother. Clifton tells us about the life of an African
American family through slavery and hard times and beyond, the death of her father and grandmother, but
also all the life and love and triumph that came before and remains even now. Generations is a powerful
work of determination and affirmation. “I look at my husband,” Clifton writes, “and my children and I feel
the Dahomey women gathering in my bones.”
Toni Morrison - Toni Morrison 2008
Thirty years of interviews with the author of The Bluest Eye, Song of Solomon, Beloved, and other novels
Remember - Toni Morrison 2004
Archival photographs paired with fictional text depicting thoughts and emotions of students who lived
through school desegregation capture the spirit, sadness, and struggle of the time.
Please, Louise - Toni Morrison 2014-03-04
On a gray, rainy day, everything seems particularly frightening and bad to Louise until she enters a library
and finds books that help her to know and imagine the beauty and wonder that have been there all along.
Sapphira and the Slave Girl - Willa Cather 2021-09-27
Sapphira and the Slave Girl Willa Cather - Set on the Nebraska prairie where Willa Cather (18731947) grew
up, this powerful early novel tells the story of the young Alexandra Bergson, whose dying father leaves her
in charge of the family and of the lands they have struggled to farm. In Alexandra's long flight to survive
and succeed, O Pioneers!relates an important chapter in the history of the American frontier.Evoking the
harsh grandeur of the prairie, this landmark of American fiction unfurls a saga of love, greed, murder,
failed dreams, and hard-won triumph. In the fateful interaction of her characters, Willa Cather compares
with keen insight the experiences of Swedish, French, and Bohemian immigrants in the United States. And
in her absorbing narrative, she displays the virtuoso storytelling skills that have made her one of the most
admired masters of the American novel. Sapphira and the Slave Girl is Willa Cather's last novel, published
in 1940.The story of Sapphira Dodderidge Colbert, a bitter but privileged white woman, who becomes
irrationally jealous of Nancy, a beautiful young slave. The book balances an atmospheric portrait of
antebellum Virginia against an unblinking view of the lives of Sapphira's slaves.In this story I have called
several of the characters by Frederick County surnames, but in no case have I used the name of a person
whom I ever knew or saw. My father and mother, when they came home from Winchester or Capon
Springs, often talked about acquaintances whom they had met. The names of those unknown persons
sometimes had a lively fascination for me, merely as names: Mr. Haymaker, Mr. Bywaters, Mr.
Householder, Mr. Tidball, Miss Snap. For some reason I found the name of Mr. Pertleball especially
delightful, though I never saw the man who bore it, and to this day I don't know how to spell it.
Conversations with Toni Morrison - Toni Morrison 1994
Interviews from over the course of her career document Morrison's views about fiction, writing technique,
and the role of the novelist
Anne Sexton - Diane Middlebrook 1992-10-27
Anne Sexton began writing poetry at the age of twenty-nine to keep from killing herself. She held on to
language for dear life and somehow -- in spite of alcoholism and the mental illness that ultimately led her to
suicide -- managed to create a body of work that won a Pulitzer Prize and that still sings to thousands of
readers. This exemplary biography, which was nominated for the National Book Award, provoked
controversy for its revelations of infidelity and incest and its use of tapes from Sexton's psychiatric
sessions. It reconciles the many Anne Sextons: the 1950s housewife; the abused child who became an
abusive mother; the seductress; the suicide who carried "kill-me pills" in her handbag the way other women
carry lipstick; and the poet who transmuted confession into lasting art.
The Measure of Our Lives - Toni Morrison 2019-12-03
toni-morrison-playing-in-the-dark

At once the ideal introduction to the legendary Nobel Prize winner and a lovely and moving keepsake for
her devoted readers: a treasury of quotations from her work. With a foreword by Zadie Smith. "She was our
conscience. Our seer. Our truthteller." —Oprah Winfrey This inspirational book juxtaposes quotations, one
to a page, drawn from Toni Morrison's entire body of work, both fiction and nonfiction—from The Bluest
Eye to God Help the Child, from Playing in the Dark to The Source of Self-Regard—to tell a story of selfactualization. It aims to evoke the totality of Toni Morrison's literary vision. Its compelling sequence of
flashes of revelation—stunning for their linguistic originality, keenness of psychological observation, and
philosophical profundity—addresses issues of abiding interest in Morrison's work: the reach of language for
the ineffable; transcendence through imagination; the self and its discontents; the vicissitudes of love; the
whirligig of memory; the singular power of women; the original American sin of slavery; the bankruptcy of
racial oppression; the complex humanity and art of black people. The Measure of Our Lives brims with
elegance of style and mind and moral authority.
Toni Morrison's Fiction - Jan Furman 2014-05-19
In this revised introduction to Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison’s novels, Jan Furman extends and updates her
critical commentary. New chapters on four novels following the publication of Jazz in 1992 continue
Furman’s explorations of Morrison’s themes and narrative strategies. In all Furman surveys ten works that
include the trilogy novels, a short story, and a book of criticism to identify Morrison’s recurrent concern
with the destructive tensions that define human experience: the clash of gender and authority, the
individual and community, race and national identity, culture and authenticity, and the self and other. As
Furman demonstrates, Morrison more often than not renders meaning for characters and readers through
an unflinching inquiry, if not resolution, of these enduring conflicts. She is not interested in tidy solutions.
Enlightened self-love, knowledge, and struggle, even without the promise of salvation, are the moral
measure of Morrison’s characters, fiction, and literary imagination. Tracing Morrison’s developing art and
her career as a public intellectual, Furman examines the novels in order of publication. She also decodes
their collective narrative chronology, which begins in the late seventeenth century and ends in the late
twentieth century, as Morrison delineates three hundred years of African American experience. In
Furman’s view Morrison tells new and difficult stories of old, familiar histories such as the making of
Colonial America and the racing of American society. In the final chapters Furman pays particular attention
to form, noting Morrison’s continuing practice of the kind of “deep” novelistic structure that transcends
plot and imparts much of a novel’s meaning. Furman demonstrates, through her helpful analyses, how
engaging such innovations can be.
Gbagba - Robtel Neajai Pailey 2012-10-30
Sundaymah and Sundaygar are two siblings who live in Grand Bassa County in Liberia. On the way to visit
their Auntie Mardie's house in Monrovia, they encounter various characters in the big city and have an
experience that introduces them to a very important word.
Playing in the Dark - Toni Morrison 1992
Examines the effect of a racially divided society on ninteenth century American writings, and discusses
works by Poe, Hawthorne, Melville, and Twain
Mouth Full of Blood - Toni Morrison 2020-02-13
"She was our conscience. Our seer. Our truth-teller. She was a magician with language, who understood
the power of words." - Oprah Winfrey A vital non-fiction collection from one of the most celebrated and
revered American writers Spanning four decades, these essays, speeches and meditations interrogate the
world around us. They are concerned with race, gender and globalisation. The sweep of American history
and the current state of politics. The duty of the press and the role of the artist. Throughout Mouth Full of
Blood our search for truth, moral integrity and expertise is met by Toni Morrison with controlled anger,
elegance and literary excellence. The collection is structured in three parts and these are heart-stoppingly
introduced by a prayer for the dead of 9/11, a meditation on Martin Luther King and a eulogy for James
Baldwin. Morrison's Nobel lecture, on the power of language, is accompanied by lectures to Amnesty
International and the Newspaper Association of America. She speaks to graduating students and visitors to
both the Louvre and America's Black Holocaust Museum. She revisitsThe Bluest Eye, Sula and Beloved;
reassessing the novels that have become touchstones for generations of readers. Mouth Full of Blood is a
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powerful, erudite and essential gathering of ideas that speaks to us all. It celebrates Morrison's
extraordinary contribution to the literary world.
Tar Baby - Toni Morrison 2007-07-24
A ravishingly beautiful and emotionally incendiary reinvention of the love story by the legendary Nobel
Prize winner Jadine Childs is a Black fashion model with a white patron, a white boyfriend, and a coat made
out of ninety perfect sealskins. Son is a Black fugitive who embodies everything she loathes and desires. As
Morrison follows their affair, which plays out from the Caribbean to Manhattan and the deep South, she
charts all the nuances of obligation and betrayal between Blacks and whites, masters and servants, and
men and women.
Playing in the Dark - Toni Morrison 2007-07-24
An immensely persuasive work of literary criticism that opens a new chapter in the American dialogue on
race—and promises to change the way we read American literature—from the acclaimed Nobel Prize
winner Morrison shows how much the themes of freedom and individualism, manhood and innocence,
depended on the existence of a black population that was manifestly unfree--and that came to serve white
authors as embodiments of their own fears and desires. According to the Chicago Tribune, Morrison
"reimagines and remaps the possibility of America." Her brilliant discussions of the "Africanist" presence in
the fiction of Poe, Melville, Cather, and Hemingway leads to a dramatic reappraisal of the essential
characteristics of our literary tradition. Written with the artistic vision that has earned the Nobel Prizewinning author a pre-eminent place in modern letters, Playing in the Dark is an invaluable read for avid
Morrison admirers as well as students, critics, and scholars of American literature.
How to Read a Novelist - John Freeman 2013-10-08
The novel is alive and well, thank you very much For the last fifteen years, whenever a novel was published,
John Freeman was there to greet it. As a critic for more than two hundred newspapers worldwide, the
onetime president of the National Book Critics Circle, and the former editor of Granta, he has reviewed
thousands of books and interviewed scores of writers. In How to Read a Novelist, which pulls together his
very best profiles (many of them new or completely rewritten for this volume) of the very best novelists of
our time, he shares with us what he's learned. From such international stars as Doris Lessing, Haruki
Murakami, Salman Rushdie, and Mo Yan, to established American lions such as Don DeLillo, Norman
Mailer, Toni Morrison, Marilynne Robinson, Philip Roth, John Updike, and David Foster Wallace, to the new
guard of Edwidge Danticat, Dave Eggers, Jonathan Franzen, and more, Freeman has talked to everyone.
What emerges is an instructive and illuminating, definitive yet still idiosyncratic guide to a diverse and
lively literary culture: a vision of the novel as a varied yet vital contemporary form, a portrait of the novelist
as a unique and profound figure in our fragmenting global culture, and a book that will be essential reading
for every aspiring writer and engaged reader—a perfect companion (or gift!) for anyone who's ever curled
up with a novel and wanted to know a bit more about the person who made it possible.
Playing in the Dark - Karina Jakubowicz 2017-07-05
Toni Morrison’s Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination is a seminal piece of literary
criticism, and a masterclass in the critical thinking skill of interpretation. Interpretation plays a vital role in
critical thinking: it focuses on interrogating accepted meanings and laying down clear definitions on which
a strong argument can be built. Both history and literary history in the US have frequently revolved around
understanding how Americans define themselves and each other, and Morrison’s work seeks to investigate,
question, and redefine one of the central concepts in American history and American literary history: color..
Morrison turned to the classics of American literature to ask how authors had chosen to define the terms
‘black’ and ‘white.’ Instead of accepting traditional interpretations of these works, Morrison examined the
way in which ‘whiteness’ defines itself through ‘blackness,’ and vice versa. Black bondage and the myths of
black inferiority and savagery, she showed, allowed white America to indulge its own defining myths –
viewing itself as free, civilized, and innocent. A classic of subtle and incisive interpretation, Playing in the
Dark shows just how crucial and how complex simple-looking definitions can be.
Home - Toni Morrison 2012-05-08
The latest novel from Nobel Prize winner Toni Morrison. An angry and self-loathing veteran of the Korean
War, Frank Money finds himself back in racist America after enduring trauma on the front lines that left
toni-morrison-playing-in-the-dark

him with more than just physical scars. His home--and himself in it--may no longer be as he remembers it,
but Frank is shocked out of his crippling apathy by the need to rescue his medically abused younger sister
and take her back to the small Georgia town they come from, which he's hated all his life. As Frank revisits
the memories from childhood and the war that leave him questioning his sense of self, he discovers a
profound courage he thought he could never possess again. A deeply moving novel about an apparently
defeated man finding himself--and his home.
Reading Toni Morrison - Rachel Lister 2009
This volume offers students and book club members a handy and insight-filled guide to Morrison's works
and their relation to current events and popular culture. * Provides questions that can be used to generate
book club discussion * Includes sidebars to highlight interesting information about the author and her work
* Offers a selected, general bibliography of print and electronic resources to facilitate further study * Film
adaptations of the author's works, such as Beloved, are discussed and their impact explored
Toni Morrison Box Set - Toni Morrison 2019-10-29
A box set of Toni Morrison's principal works, featuring The Bluest Eye (her first novel), Beloved (Pulitzer
Prize winner), and Song of Solomon (National Book Critics Award winner). Staring unflinchingly into the
abyss of slavery, Beloved transforms history into a story as powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby.
This spellbinding novel tells the story of Sethe, a former slave who escapes to Ohio, but eighteen years later
is still not free. In The New York Times bestselling novel, The Bluest Eye, Pecola Breedlove, a young black
girl, prays every day for beauty and yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue eyes, that she believes
will allow her to finally fit in. Yet as her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts to disintegrate in
the face of adversity and strife. With Song of Solomon, Morrison transfigures the coming-of-age story as she
follows Milkman Dead from his rustbelt city to the place of his family's origins, introducing an entire cast of
strivers and seeresses, liars and assassins, the inhabitants of a fully realized black world. This beautifully
designed slipcase will make the perfect holiday and perennial gift.
Paradise - Toni Morrison 2014-03-11
The acclaimed Nobel Prize winner challenges our most fiercely held beliefs as she weaves folklore and
history, memory and myth into an unforgettable meditation on race, religion, gender, and a far-off past that
is ever present—in prose that soars with the rhythms, grandeur, and tragic arc of an epic poem. “They
shoot the white girl first. With the rest they can take their time.” So begins Toni Morrison’s Paradise, which
opens with a horrifying scene of mass violence and chronicles its genesis in an all-black small town in rural
Oklahoma. Founded by the descendants of freed slaves and survivors in exodus from a hostile world, the
patriarchal community of Ruby is built on righteousness, rigidly enforced moral law, and fear. But
seventeen miles away, another group of exiles has gathered in a promised land of their own. And it is upon
these women in flight from death and despair that nine male citizens of Ruby will lay their pain, their
terror, and their murderous rage. “A fascinating story, wonderfully detailed. . . . The town is the stage for a
profound and provocative debate.” —Los Angeles Times
Pym: A Novel - Mat Johnson 2012-09-04
“THE SHARPEST AND MOST UNUSUAL STORY I READ LAST YEAR . . . [Mat] Johnson’s satirical vision
roves as freely as Kurt Vonnegut’s and is colored with the same sort of passionate
humanitarianism.”—Maud Newton, New York Times Magazine NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Vanity Fair • Houston Chronicle • The Seattle Times • Salon •
National Post • The A.V. Club Recently canned professor of American literature Chris Jaynes has just made
a startling discovery: the manuscript of a crude slave narrative that confirms the reality of Edgar Allan
Poe’s strange and only novel, The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket. Determined to seek out
Tsalal, the remote island of pure and utter blackness that Poe describes, Jaynes convenes an all-black crew
of six to follow Pym’s trail to the South Pole, armed with little but the firsthand account from which Poe
derived his seafaring tale, a bag of bones, and a stash of Little Debbie snack cakes. Thus begins an epic
journey by an unlikely band of adventurers under the permafrost of Antarctica, beneath the surface of
American history, and behind one of literature’s great mysteries. “Outrageously entertaining, [Pym]
brilliantly re-imagines and extends Edgar Allan Poe’s enigmatic and unsettling Narrative of Arthur Gordon
Pym of Nantucket. . . . Part social satire, part meditation on race in America, part metafiction and, just as
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important, a rollicking fantasy adventure . . . reminiscent of Philip Roth in its seemingly effortless blend of
the serious, comic and fantastic.”—Michael Dirda, The Washington Post “Blisteringly funny.”—Laura Miller,
Salon “Relentlessly entertaining.”—The New York Times Book Review “Imagine Kurt Vonnegut having a
beer with Ralph Ellison and Jules Verne.”—Vanity Fair “Screamingly funny . . . Reading Pym is like opening
a big can of whoop-ass and then marveling—gleefully—at all the mayhem that ensues.”—Houston Chronicle
Romancing the Shadow - J. Gerald Kennedy 2001
Edgar Allan Poe's strength as a writer lay in fabricating fantisies in settings far removed from his own place
and time. This dislocation renders the attitudes embedded in his fiction open to interpretation, and over the
years some readers have found Poe to be virulently racist, while others found him morally conflicted, and
still others detected a subversion of racism in his works' subtle sympathies for non-white characters. As a
nineteenth-century Southerner, Poe was a deeply ambiguous figure, evading race issues while living among
them, and traversing the North-South border with little sensitivity to its political implications. In this tightly
organized volume, a handful of leading Americanists revisit the Poe issue, re-examining what it means to
speak of an author and his work as racist, and where the critic's responsibility lies.
The Origin of Others - Toni Morrison 2017-09-18
What is race and why does it matter? Why does the presence of Others make us so afraid? America’s
foremost novelist reflects on themes that preoccupy her work and dominate politics: race, fear, borders,
mass movement of peoples, desire for belonging. Ta-Nehisi Coates provides a foreword to Toni Morrison’s
most personal work of nonfiction to date.
Toni Morrison and the Bible - Carlyle V Thompson 2006
This collection of essays critically interrogates Toni Morrison's use of the Bible in her novels, examining the
ways in which the author plays on the original text to raise issues of spirituality as it affects race, gender,
and class. Ideal for courses on Morrison or on explorations of the intersection of religion and literature, this
collection treats its topic with sophistication, considering «religion» in its broadest possible sense, and
examining syncretic theologies as well as mainstream religions in its attempt to locate Morrison's work in a
spiritual-theological nexus.
What Moves at the Margin - Toni Morrison 2008
Collects nonfiction writings and speeches by the American author, on topics including family and history,
writers and writing, and politics and society.
The Cambridge Companion to Toni Morrison - Justine Tally 2007-09-13
Nobel laureate Toni Morrison is one of the most widely studied of contemporary American authors. Her
novels, particularly Beloved, have had a dramatic impact on the American canon and attracted considerable
critical commentary. This 2007 Companion introduces and examines her oeuvre as a whole, the first
evaluation to include not only her famous novels, but also her other literary works (short story, drama,
musical, and opera), her social and literary criticism, and her career as an editor and teacher. Innovative
contributions from internationally recognized critics and academics discuss Morrison's themes, narrative
techniques, language and political philosophy, and explain the importance of her work to American studies
and world literature. This comprehensive and accessible approach, together with a chronology and guide to
further reading, makes this an essential book for students and scholars of African American literature.
An Analysis of Toni Morrison's Playing in the Dark - Karina Jakubowicz 2017-07-05
Toni Morrison’s Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination is a seminal piece of literary
criticism, and a masterclass in the critical thinking skill of interpretation. Interpretation plays a vital role in
critical thinking: it focuses on interrogating accepted meanings and laying down clear definitions on which
a strong argument can be built. Both history and literary history in the US have frequently revolved around
understanding how Americans define themselves and each other, and Morrison’s work seeks to investigate,
question, and redefine one of the central concepts in American history and American literary history: color..
Morrison turned to the classics of American literature to ask how authors had chosen to define the terms
‘black’ and ‘white.’ Instead of accepting traditional interpretations of these works, Morrison examined the
way in which ‘whiteness’ defines itself through ‘blackness,’ and vice versa. Black bondage and the myths of
black inferiority and savagery, she showed, allowed white America to indulge its own defining myths –
viewing itself as free, civilized, and innocent. A classic of subtle and incisive interpretation, Playing in the
toni-morrison-playing-in-the-dark

Dark shows just how crucial and how complex simple-looking definitions can be.
The Very Fine Clock - Muriel Spark 1968
Because Ticky, the clock, is extremely wise, the professor and his friends vote to bestow upon him the title
of Professor. But Ticky declines the honor.
Burn This Book - Toni Morrison 2009-05-12
Published in conjunction with the PEN American Center, Burn This Book is a powerful collection of essays
that explore the meaning of censorship and the power of literature to inform the way we see the world, and
ourselves.
The Dark Fantastic - Ebony Elizabeth Thomas 2020-09-22
Reveals the diversity crisis in children's and young adult media as not only a lack of representation, but a
lack of imagination Stories provide portals into other worlds, both real and imagined. The promise of
escape draws people from all backgrounds to speculative fiction, but when people of color seek
passageways into the fantastic, the doors are often barred. This problem lies not only with children’s
publishing, but also with the television and film executives tasked with adapting these stories into a visual
world. When characters of color do appear, they are often marginalized or subjected to violence,
reinforcing for audiences that not all lives matter. The Dark Fantastic is an engaging and provocative
exploration of race in popular youth and young adult speculative fiction. Grounded in her experiences as YA
novelist, fanfiction writer, and scholar of education, Thomas considers four black girl protagonists from
some of the most popular stories of the early 21st century: Bonnie Bennett from the CW’s The Vampire
Diaries, Rue from Suzanne Collins’s The Hunger Games, Gwen from the BBC’s Merlin, and Angelina
Johnson from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter. Analyzing their narratives and audience reactions to them reveals
how these characters mirror the violence against black and brown people in our own world. In response,
Thomas uncovers and builds upon a tradition of fantasy and radical imagination in Black feminism and
Afrofuturism to reveal new possibilities. Through fanfiction and other modes of counter-storytelling, young
people of color have reinvisioned fantastic worlds that reflect their own experiences, their own lives. As
Thomas powerfully asserts, “we dark girls deserve more, because we are more.”
The Bluest Eye - Toni Morrison 2007-05-08
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner—a powerful examination of our
obsession with beauty and conformity that asks questions about race, class, and gender with characteristic
subtly and grace. In Morrison’s acclaimed first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an
America whose love for its blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all others—prays for her eyes to turn
blue: so that she will be beautiful, so that people will look at her, so that her world will be different. This is
the story of the nightmare at the heart of her yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment. Here, Morrison’s
writing is “so precise, so faithful to speech and so charged with pain and wonder that the novel becomes
poetry” (The New York Times).
Sula - Toni Morrison 2007-07-24
From the acclaimed Nobel Prize winner: Two girls who grow up to become women. Two friends who
become something worse than enemies. This brilliantly imagined novel brings us the story of Nel Wright
and Sula Peace, who meet as children in the small town of Medallion, Ohio. Nel and Sula's devotion is fierce
enough to withstand bullies and the burden of a dreadful secret. It endures even after Nel has grown up to
be a pillar of the black community and Sula has become a pariah. But their friendship ends in an
unforgivable betrayal—or does it end? Terrifying, comic, ribald and tragic, Sula is a work that overflows
with life.
Burn This Book - Toni Morrison 2012-09-11
Published in conjunction with the PEN American Center, Burn This Book is a powerful collection of essays
that explore the meaning of censorship and the power of literature to inform the way we see the world, and
ourselves. As Americans we often take our freedom of speech for granted. When we talk about censorship
we talk about China, the former Soviet Union, or the Middle East. But recent political
developments—including the passage of the Patriot Act—have shined a spotlight on profound acts of
censorship in our own backyard. Burn This Book features a sterling roster of award-winning writers
offering their incisive, uncensored views on this most essential topic, including such revered literary
4/5

Downloaded from nbtsolutions.com on by guest

among others. Both provocative and timely, Burn This Book is certain to inspire strong opinions and ignite
spirited, serious dialogue.

heavyweights as Toni Morrison, Salman Rushdie, Orhan Pamuk, David Grossman, and Nadine Gordimer,

toni-morrison-playing-in-the-dark
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